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yHilofophical Diafogues,cencerning the Prin-. 
cipics of natural Bodys, wherein the Princi- 
ples of the old and new Philolophy are ftated and 
the new demon{trared to be more agreeable to rea- 
fon, fi oin mechanical experience and its ufefulnefs 
tothe benefit of rankind in duodeczmo. 
A fhort Effay towards the hiftory and cure of 
Fevers humbly propofedto the confideretion of the: 
‘RoyalSociety and the Colledge of Phyfiitans in or- 
der to the Inyprovement ol Phyfick and thereby the 
~ benefit of our Country men. 

Exercitationes anatomica in varias regiones huma- 
ni corporis, partium ftrnituram atque ufum oftendentes 
recentium Medicorum Chirurgorym nec non Pharmaco- 
pelarum in ufum divulgata — _* 

, A Reoterto Bayfield medico, in duodecimo. 

A Treatife of the Gout written originally in the j 
French tongue by Tbiodore Turquet de Mayerne 
Knight, chief Phyfitian to the late King and Queen , 
| sof EnglandEnglifhed by Thomas Shenley M. D. Phy.’ 

or Eng DE, oy i hy. 
4 ' + 4itiamin ordinary to his prefent Majefty Charles the 
| Second, withadvice about Hypocondriacal fitts, 

. whereunto is added: Medicinal countels or adyi- 

F | cesby the fame Author in offave. 
„Medela Atedicomm Prewing the Reafons and 
Ground of che Gontempt of Phyfick and Phyfitians 
An dodectina. aa 
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TO THE 


READER. 


T is well known, that the prefent 
: Subject, on which this eminent 
| Author fo elegantly difcour- 
 feth, was not long fince generally 
(though moft injurioufly ) bran- 
ded with the deteftable Name of 
Poyfon. This Odixu: was caft upa 
on it ( as appears by the prefent 
— Book )in the Dayes of the Author; 
and perhaps, long before that time 
it might, through the Malice of 
idle Speculators, be condemned. 
_ For thofe Men, who prefume to be 
= Mafters of all Knowledge, becayy 
Letter-learned in the Theory of 
thisorthat Art, without the leaf 
Skill or Will to exercile chemfelves 
in the Practice thereof, muft needs 
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‘condemn what they do not under- 
fiand. And this they are induced 
to do, left by approving what they 
have no Knowledge of, they fhould 


too palpably dilcover their Igno-. 


Tance; becaule not able ro evince 
the Reafons of their own Approba- 
tions. Therefore, 'tistoo too proba- 
ble, that they, haring Labour, and 
envying the fedulous Endeavours of 
others, left. thereby their own 
feeming Honour fhould beeclipied, 
would’ rather ( according tro- the 

‘Old Proverb) give Antimony an ill 
Name, then foul their Hands in ex- 
petiencing the Virtues, with which 
aris endued. How iri it hath been 
{poken of inthis our Time, is well 
known to many:and of how fervice- 
able ufe it hath been,in the Cure 
of very manv deplorable Dilcafes, 
within twenty years laft paft, is as 
well underftood by ‘moft of the in- 
duftrioufly laborious Phyficians of 
this Ci y5 who can; and dayly do, 
when- 
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whenfoever they meet with Men of 
like Induftry, teftify forthe Author, 
that unto ANTIMONY is not 
undefervedly affigned a CH AR L 
OT TRIUMPHANT. For 
none were permitted to enter Rome 
ina Triumphant Chariot, that had 
not flayn at leaft five thoufand Ene- 
mies, and-obtained anintire Victory. 

Wherefore, if Antimony, ( through 
the Gift of che soft HIGH infited 
in it) more than any one Simple of 
Nature, be able to fubdue and expel 
infinite Difeafes ( the Enemies of 
Humane Life ) as is undoubtedly 
known itis, and to obtain an intire 
ViCory over them, why fhould any 
Manenvy that, by which his own, 
or his Neighbours, Life is or may be 
{fo well preferved? It is true,if taken 
without Preparation or being ill 
prepared ( becaufe of the much E- 
vil mixt with its great Good )’tis 
more injurious than profitable to 
the Humane Body; which our Au- 
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thor well obferves, teaching fo ma- 
ny and laudable Preparations of the 
fame. Which Preparations are in 
no {mall Meafure illuftrated by the 
prefent Annotations of the Learned 
Kirkringins. Therefore the end of 
tranflating anew,and reprinting this 
Work now a fecond time in the 
Englifh Tongue,was partly becaufe 
of the aforefaid Annotations; and 
partly that fo Laudable a Work 
might not be obliterated by time, 
and by that means the pious and 
good Intentions of the Author be 
fruftrated , but wore efpecially, 
that our Ingenious Country Men, 
intent on the Knowledge of Natu- 
ral things, might in their own na- 
tive Language find whafoever is 
needful and neceffary for accom- 
plithing them in the Laudable 
Studies of the Works of Nature; 
without being neceffirated to feck 
forreign Aids, as many heretofore 
-have been conftrained to do: be- 
caufe 
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caufe what they ‘defired to be infr- 
med in, was lockt up in other Lan: 
guages, and could nor be unlocked, 

but by few; whoifable,were not 
alwayes willing fo to do; and if 
not able, though wil pooh could not 
effect che fame. 

For this very End, are the Works 
of Geber the famous ‘Arabian Prince, 
and Philofopher , now likewife 
tranflated into Fnelifh, ready for 
the Prefs, and will be {peedily pub. 
lied. 1n the mean while, coms 
mitting all to GOD, we heartily 
- with wel! toall,and to every Inge- 
nious Student in the Practice of Chy- 
mical Phyficks good Succefs. Fare- 
wel. 
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Ince 1, Bafil Valentine, by Religious Vows am 
bound to live according tothe Order of St. 
Beneditt; and that requires ahother manner 
of Spirit of Holinefs , then the common 

_ State of Mortals exetcifed in the prophane bufi- 

' nefsof this World; I thought it my duty before 

all things, in the beginning of this hittle Book, to 

| declare what is neceflary to be known by the pious 

Spag yrift, inflamed with an ardent defire of this Art; 

as, What he ought to do,and whereunto to direct his 

‘| aim, that He may lay fuch Foundations of the whole 

= matter, as may be ftable; left his Building haker 

with Winds, happen to fail, and the whole Edifice 
to be involved in fhameful Ruine; which other- 
wife, being founded on more firmand folid Princi- 
ples, might have continued for a long feries of 
time. Which Admonition I judged was, is, and 

always will be a neceflary part of my Religious 

- Office; efpecially, {ince we muft alldie , and no one 
of us, which now are, whether high or low, hall — 

B long 
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long be feen among the number of Men. For it 
concerns me to commend thefe Meditations of 
Mortality to Pofterity , leaving them behind me, 
notonly that honour may be given to the Divine 
Majefty, but alfo that Men may obey him fincerely 
in all things. -3 

In this my Meditation I found that there were 
five principal Heads, chiefy to be confidered by the 
wife and prudent Spectators of our Wifdom and 
Art. The firft of which 1s, Invocation of GOD. 
The fecond, Conrempltion of Nature. The third, 
True Preparation. Thefourth, The Way of Ufing. 
The fifth, Urility and Fruit. For he , who regards 
not thefe , Mall never obtain piace among true 
Chym:fts, or fili up the number of perfect Spagyrifts. 
Thereforetouching thefe five Heads we {bali here 
following treat, and 10 far declare them, as tbat the 
general Work maybe brought to light and per- 
tected by an intent and ftudious Operator. 


1. Jvvecarion of GUD muft be made with a cer- 


tain Heavenly Intention, drawn from the bottom 
of apure andiincere Heart, and Confcience , freé 
from all Ambition, Hypocrifie, and all other Vices, 
which have any afinity with thefe, as Arrogancy, 
Boldne(s, Pride, Luxury, Mundane Petulancy , Op- 
preflionof the Poor, and other dependent evils, 
all which are to be eradicated out of the Heart; 
that whena Man defires to proftrate himfelf before 
the Throħe of Grace, for obtaining bodily health, 
he may do that with a Confcience free from all un- 
profitable Weeds, that his Body may be tranfmuted 
into an Holy Temple of GOD, and be purged from 
every uncleanmefs, For GOD will not be mocked 
(which learneftly admonifh) as Worldly Men, plea- 
fing and flattering themfelves with their own Wif- 
dom, think: GOD, Hay, will not be mocked , but 
the Creator of all things will be invoked with re- 

a Diha verential 


hi 
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«erential fear, and acknowledged with due Obedi- 
dience. And for this there is great Reafon. For 
what hath Man, that he muft not own to be received 
} from this his Omnipotent Creator, whether you 
_ have refpectto the Body, or tothe Soul , which o- 
perates in the Body? Hath not he, for fuftentati- 
on of this, out of his meer Mercy communicated 
to us his Eternal WORD, andalfo promifed Eternal, 
Salvation? Hath inot he alfo provided food and 
cloathing for the Body, andall thofe things , with- 
out which the Body cannot fubfift? All thefe, by 
humble Prayer aMan obtains of that moft excellent 
| Father, who created Heaven and Earth , together 
with things Vifible and Invifible, as the Firmament; 
Elements, Vegetables, and Animals. Which is {o 
very true , that I am certainly aflured , no Impious 
Man fhallever be partaker of true Medicine , much 
lefs of the Eternal Heavenly Bread. Therefore 
place your whole Intention and Truft in GOD; 
call upon him and pray, that he may impart his 
| bleffingto you: let this be the beginning of your 
Work,that by the fame you may obtain your defired 
end, andatlength effect what you intended. For 
the Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wifdom. 
»  Whofoever purpofeth in himfelf to feek after 


that, which is the greateft of Terrene things, efpe: 


' cially the knowledge of every good thing, that is 
inthe Creatures, and GOD hath liberally imparted 
to Men, and implanted (as to their effective power) 
An Stones, Herbs, Roots, Seeds, Animals , Plants , Mi- 
nerals, Metals, yeaand indeed in all things; let him 
caft away all Earthly thoughts, reject all that de- 
pends on them , and hope for freenefs of Heart; 
and pray unto GOD with great lowlynefs of mind: 
So doing , his hope of freenefs may at length be 
= turned into true freedom. Which no Man will 
_ doubt, who knows, that he alone is GOD, who de- 
Bz livered 
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livered Jfrael from all his Enemies; which delive- 
rance he did in very deed effect, not only for Zfrael 
butalfo for all Men making humble fupplications 
to him, and praying with brokennefs of Heart. 
Therefore let Prayer be the firft point of our Ad- 
monition, whichalfo is, and by us is called Invoca- 
tion of GOD, whichif made, not with Hypocrifie 
and a feigned Heart, but with fuch Faith and Truft, 
as that, with which the Ceaturion in Capernaum pray- 
ed; with fuch lowlinefs of mind, and confeflion of 
Sins, as the Women of Canaan wasendued with; with 
fuch Charity as the Samaritan fhewed to the Man 
wounded inthe Way to Jericho, pouring Wine and 
Oyl into his Wounds, paying his Charges in the 
Inn , and giving order he fhould be very carefully 
lookedto; Laftly, 1f a Man’s Chriftian Charity ex- 
tends it flf fo far, as if he obtain what he prays 
for , he would willingly communicate of the fame 
to his Neighbour , then he shall undoubtedly ob- 
tain Riches and Health, the end of his Prayer. * 


* what the Author hath premifed hereat large, and elfewhere often infirted 
touching Piety, the iorfhip of GOD, and Invocation of his Nime, I parpofe 
neither to praie nor difpratfe; Let them be judged figns of his own earneft 
Piety, Arguments of his fincerity, and fignate Impreffis of his fervent zeal (vy 
Jo many Tautologies and Keiterations) often boiling up. Every Man, according 
to the Orinion of his mind, and the perfwafion, in which he was educated from 
his childhood, will more or lef eftecm of this. It was my bufinef to tranflate 
ibe Aathours writings inte Latin, in fach a Method and Order, as 1 thought 
would in no wife give any diftafteto the delicate Palat of the Reader ; alfa 
to indécatethat, which fees pertinent to the bufar( of every Chymift and tree 
Spagyritt, and not to ncelect the other. For fince Piety is available for all 
things, as divise Oracles teach, and the principal exercife of Piety is Prayer 3 
by which Celeftial Gifts ave wbtained of GOD the giver of all good things 3 
onr Aathour wills, that isto bim the mind be lifted up, even in the midft of the 
Operations of chimifry full of labour and toile If Prayer cffréled no other 
- (hing, it certainly ca'leéis the And (called away from all other things) into it 
Self and venders it apt for that, which is in band; whence it comes to paf, 
that dt refeéts spon many things, and confiders thim , which othurile would 
not enter the miad, if it fet about its Work perfanttorily, and diftraled with 


2. Next 


 Chatiot of Antineny. 5 


‘*:arious Conceptions: And fo, by the help of Prayer we recerve many things, 
which we (if not ungrateful) muft needs acknowledge we have obtained from 
GOD. How often this is found to be of «fein Spagyrick Works every Man 
knows, that hath any time tatirely devoted himfelf to this bufoepy viz. bow 
often thoje things which he long fought and could not find, have been imparted 
tobim in a moment, and as it were infufed from aboue, ar dictated by fome good 
Genius. ‘That alfoisof nfe in diffolving all Riddles , ov Amizgmatical Hyi- 
tings : Forif you burn with a great defive of knowing them, that is Prayer; 
andwhen you ingline your mind to this or that, varioufly difcufiig and medita- 
ting many things, this is Co-operation; that your Prayer may not becdle, or 
tempting GOD: yet this your endeavour is in vain, until you find the Soluti- 
‘on. Neverthelefs if you defbair not, but instantly perfiit in defire, and ceafe not 
| fromlabour, at length.in a moment the Solution will fallin; this is Reveli- 
tion, which you cannot receive unlef you pray with great defire. and ladour, 
“ufing your utmost endeavour; and yet you cannot perceive, bow fom all thofe 
things (of which you thought) which were nat the Solution of the A‘nigma, 
the Solution Zt felf arofe. This unfolding of the Riddle opens to you the my- 
fiery of all great things, and ‘bews how available Prayer is for the obtainnent 
of things Spiritual and Eternal, as well as Corporal and perihing goods: and 
when Prayer is made with a Heart not feigned, but fincere5 you will fee thit 
there is notbing move fit for the acquiring of what you defye. Let thefe fuffice 
to be [poken of Prayer, which Bafilius and all Philofophers with hin do not 
. vainly require, as an Intvoduttion to Chymiftry. For Viery és profitable for 
all Works, efpþecialiy for all Great Undertakings. 


2. Next inorder after Prayer is Contemplation, by 
which I underftand an accurate attention to the 
bufinefs it felf, under which will fall thefe contide- 

rations firft tobe noted. As, what are the Circum- 
frances of any thing, what the AZzerer , what the 
Form, whence its Operations proceed , whence it 
is infufed and implanted, how generated by the 
Stars, conformed by the Elements , produced and 
perfected by the three Prixciples. Alto how the bo- 
dy of every thing may be dillolved, that is,refolved 
into the firft Marter, or firft Effeace (of which Ihave 

-already made mention in other of my writings) viz. 
how the laft Matter may be changed into the firft, 
and the firft into the laft. * 3 


Œ what ave here fet down, touching thetrue Theory of Philofophy, ss 
B 2 This 
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Canpendiums of thofe things, which Philofophers have in fo many Books (writ 
about the fame bufine(s) revealed, (hall I fay, or concealed. Attend to the words 
of the Authour, and you will fee, that he perfectly knew that Spirit penetra- 
ting all things, which prefides or bearsrule in all things, yet is involved and 
abfconded in matter and defilements on every fide; from which if once freed, it 
returns to the purity of its own fubftance, in which it produceth all things, and 
zs allin all. To comment uponthis, would be a work nolefs than the produ- 
ducing of all Books of Philofopbers, compiled with fuch accurate ftndy, anc 
contending with fo great contention about the Theory. 


This Coatemplation, which abfolves the fecond 
part of our Admonition, is Celeftial, and to be un- 
derftood with Spiritual Reafon;, for the circum- 
{tancesand depth of every thing cannot be percei- 
ved any other way, then by the Spiritual cogitation 
of Man: and this Contemplation tstwofold. One is 
called poffible, the other impoffible. The later 
confifts in copious cogitations, which never proceed 
to effects, nor exhibit any form of a matter, which 
falls under the Touch. As if any one fhould en- 
deavaur to comprehend the Eternity of the Moft 
High, which is vain and impoflible, yeaa Sina- 
gain{t the Holy Spirit, fo arrogantly to pry into, 

he Divinity it felf, which is Immenfe, Infinite, and 

ternal, andtofubject the incomprehenfive Coun- 
fel of the Secrets of GOD, to humane Inquifition. 
The other part of Contemplation, which is poflible, 
is called the Theory. This contemplates that, 
which is perceived by Touch and Sight, and hatha 
formed Nature in time: this confiders, how that 
nature may be helped and perfected by Refolution 
of itfelf,; how every body may give fofth from it 
felf, the good or evil, Venome or Medicine latent 
init, how Deftructionand Confraction are to be | 
handled, whereby under a jult Title, without So- 
phiftical deceits, the pure may be fevered and fepa- 
rated fromthe impure. This Separation is inftitu- 
ged and made by divers manual operations , and | 


* 
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warious ways; Some of whichare valgarly known 
by experience, Others remote from vulgar experi- 
ence. Thele are, Culcination, Sublimation, Reverbe- 
yation, Circulation, Putrefatiron, Digefricn, Difiillation, 
Cohobation, Fixation, andthe like cf thefe; ail the 
degreesof which are found in operating, learned, 
perceived and manifeited by the fame. Whence 
clearly appears what is moveable, what is fixed, 
what is white, red, black, blew, or green, viz. when 
the operation is rightly inft.:tuted by the Art.fcer, 
for poflibly the Operator may err, and turn afide 
from the right way, but that Nature fhould err, 
when rightly handled, is not poffible. “Therefore 
if you fhallerr, fo that Nature cannot be altogether 
free, and releafed fromthe Body, in which it is held 
Captive, return again into your way, learn the 
Theory more perfectly, and enquire more accurately 
ithe method of operating, that you may find the 
foundation and certainty in Separation of all 
things. Whichisamatterof greatconcern. And 
this isthe fecond foundation of Philofophy, which 
follows Prayer : for in that the fum of the matter 
lies, and is contained inthefe words. Seek firft the 
Kingdom of GOD, and his Fuftice by Prayer, and all 
other things, which Man feeks in thefe Tempo- 
rals, and he hath need of, either for the fuften- 
tation or health of his body, fhall be added to 

ou. ; 
3. Next tothe Theory, which fearcheth out the 
inmoft properties of things, follows Preparation, 
which is performed by Operation of the hands, that 
fomereal work may be produced. From Prepara- 
tion arifeth Knowledge, viz. Such, as opens all the 
fundamentals of Medicine. Operation of the 
Hands requires a diligent application of it felf, 
but the praife of Science confifts in experi- 
ence, but the diference of thefe Axatomy diitin- 
a4 guil- 
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guifheth, * Operation fhews how all things may 
be brought to light , and expofed to fight vifibly : 
but knowledge fhews the practice, and that, 
whence the true Practitioner is, and isno other then 
confirmation: becaufe the operation of the hands 
manifefts fomething that is good, and draws the 
Jatent and hidden nature outwards, and brings it to 
light for good. For, as in Spirituals, the way of 
the Lordisto be prepared; foalfo inthefe things, 
the way is to be opened and prepared, that no er- 
rour be fromthe right path, and Procefs may be 
ini without devious errours, in the direct way to 
ealth. ' ae | l 


_ £ Manual Operation is chiefly required in thisthird Part, without which, 
çuery Operation, like a Ship wanting Ballaft , floats and is uncertain. It is 
Aiffizult to exprefs this with a Pen; for more is learned by once fesing the work 
done, then canbe taught bythe writing of many Pages 5 yet if it be no offence 
to you, to perufe thefe Commentaries together with Bafilius (inthis fo neceffary 


part) will not alittle help. 


4. After Preparation, and efpecially after fepara- 
tion of the good fromthe evil, we are to proceed 
tothe * Ufe of the Weightor dofe, that neither 
more, nor lefs then is fit, may be given. For above 
‘all things, the Phyfician ought well to know, whe- 
ther his Medicament will be weak or ftrong, alfo 
whether it will do good, or hurt, unlefs he refolve 
to fatten the Church-yard, with the lofs of his fame, 
and hazard of his own Soul. 


* By Ufe the Authour underftands what others call Dofe 3 for what will 
a good Medicine profit you, if you know not inwhat quantity to adminifter it 5 
that the fame may rather heal, then burt or kill. By experience only to learn 
this, is a work full of perilous cafualty, yet the Difcioline or kuwledge of 
Doles was found out this way frft, and afterward eafily taught by words. 
Whire a living Voice iswanting, it is fafer to be tootinerous, then in any wife 
baid or adventurous, although of Antimony I canaffirm, that being duly pre- 
pared itis as harmlefsa Medicine as Cala or Manna. The whole caution is 


è 5. After 
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| chiefly about its ufe, after the firft preparations 5 becaufe it may fiill retain 
much of its cwn crude Venome. 


5. After the Medicament is taken into the body, 
` and hath diffufed it felf through all the Members, 
that it may fearch out thofe defects againft which 
| it wasadminiftred, the Utility comes to be confide- 
xed; for it is poffible, that a Medicament diligently 
prepared, and exhibited in due weight, may do more 
hurt then good in fome Difeafes, and feemto be Ve- 
nome rather then Medicine. Hence an accurate 
reflexion isto be made to thofethings, which profit 
| orhelp; and they are diligently to be noted, that 
we may be mindful to obferve the fame in other 
| cafes. 

Yet bothin the * Ufeand Urility, thisone thing 
is neceflary to be confidered, viz. whether the Di- 
feafe be an external and open wound, or only an in- 
ternal and latent evil: for as the difference of thefe 
is great, fo the way of curation is not the fame. 
Therefore the bottom of every Difeafe is to be 
known, that it may be underftood, whether the 
fame may be cured by external remedies only, or 
_ muft from within be driven outwards. 


* That Indication is to be taken fromthings helping and hurting, ts knows 
evento Tyro’s. But what the Authour fnbjoyns touching internal and externat 
| curation, are not fo rude, as not to deferve good Attention: And alfo thofe 
things which he permixeth with his own Satyrical Reprebenfton, if the Reader 
be fo wife asto believe that Bafilius intermixed them to deter the unworthy de- 
riders of Chymiftry from approaching to his facred Arcanums, he will be wif 
for bimjelf. For whilft others rail and fwell with indignation, he gathers the 
. fruit of the Authour’s Axioms, which as another Agent he {cattered among thefe 
Thorns. Whilft you, O lover of Chymiftry, perufe theft, fa long will keep filencee 


For if the Center of the Difeafe be within, fuch 

a Medicine muft be given, as can fearch ont, appre- 
hend and reftore that Center: otherwife the 
Phyfi- 


to 
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Phyfician’s labour will be fruitlefS and in vain. 
Moreover, if there be aninternal Difeafe, which 
arifeth, and is fed from an internal Original, it muft 
never be driven inward by external remedies; for 
great difcommodity will thence enfue, and at length 
Death it felf. Which may be underftood by the 
fimilitude of a Tree: for if any one, whilft it ger- 
minates or flowers, repels the Humourstothe Inte- 
yiours, whence they proceeded to the nutriment of 
the Earth; that Tree will befo far from bringing 
forththe defired Fruit by the flower, that a fuffoca- 
tion of the fame arifeth from the violent conjuncti- 
on of humours not finding any out-let. Therefore 
there is great difference between frefh wounds in- 
flited by Prick, Cut, or any other way, and the old 
which derivetheir Original from within. For the 
frefh wounds may be perfectly cured by external re- 
medies only; but in thofe, which are nourifned 
from within, an external application of Oyls, Bal- 
foms, Unguents, and Plaifters profits little, unlefs 
the Internal Fountain be {topped, whence the hu- 
mours flow to the external parts. When the Foun- 
tain fhall be ftopped, the Flux willceafe, andthe 
evil may eafily be cured with Diet only. It is no 
great point of Art to heal any frefh wound; for 
thisevery Country-man can eafily effect with crude 
Lard: butto removeall Symptomes which happen 
in wounds, and to dry up the Fountain of the evil, 
this is the work, and this the labour of the Artift. 
Now comc hither, you Phyficians, haw many fo- 
ever there beof you, that arrogate to your felves 
the Title of Doctor of either Medicine, wiz. of 
internal and external Difeafes ,; underftand ye the 


Title of your honour, and confult your own Con- 


fcience, and fee, whether you received that from 
GOD,thatis, poflefsitin verity, or whether you 


-ufurp itas ą form, for honour fake. For, as much 


as 


h. na 
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as Heavenisdiftant fromthe Earth, fo vaftly diffe. 
rent isthe Art of healing internal Difeafes , from 
- theSanation of external wounds. If the Title be 
| given toyouby GOD, the fame GOD will give a 


f Blefling, Felicity, Health, and happy events; but if 


your Title be vain , and only devifed and aflumed 
for ambition, all things will evilly fucceed to you: 
your honour will fail, and you will prepare for your 
felf Hell-fire, which can no more be extinguifhed, 
| thenitcanbeexprefled by words. For Chrift faid 
- tohis Difciples, You call me Lord and Mafter, and 
ye do well, Therefore whofoever aflumes a Title 
. of Honour, let him fee, whether he do well, and 
whether he afcribes not more to himfelf, than he 
knowsand hath learned, which is the real abufe of 
this Title. For he, who will write himfelf Doctor 
of either Medicine, ought to underftand, know, 
and be well skilled in both, viz. the Internal and 


External Medicine. Nor fhouldhebe ignorant of ` 


Anatomy, that he may beable to fhew the Conftitu- 
tion of the Body, and difcover from what Member 
‘every Difeafe proceeds, together with its Fountain 
andcaufe. Alforemedies, with which he may cure 
` the Difeafe, and circumftances of external Wounds, 
are to be underftood oy him. Good GOD! where 
will the Title be found, what will become of the 
‘Mafter, whenan exact Trial fhall be made, for dif- 
covering the ignorance of thefe Doctors of either 
Medicine? 

In times paft, long beforemy days, the Doctors 
of Medicine did themfelves cure External wounds, 
and judged thata part of their Office; but in thefe 
our times, they take Servants, whom they employ 
in thefe things, and this way the nobleft of Arts is 
become a Mechanick Operation; and fome of thofe 
who exercifeit, are indeed fo very rude, as they 
Know not Letters, and fcarcely know how (accord- 

, mg 
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ing to the Proverb) to drive an Afs out of the Corn. 
Thefe, I fay, profefs themfelves Mafters in curing 
wounds, aud Doctors of Doctors; and to fpeak the 
truthas it is, they may by a better right glory in 
this Title, then thou magnificent Doctor, umbrati- 
cal Chyrurgion, and moft ignorant Boafter of Ti- 
tles, why do you ftile your felf Doctor of either 
Medicine. What more now Mafter Doctor, what 
day you, moit expert Chyrurgion? I pray be not 
offended at this, or take itamifs, for you your felf 
will quickly confefs, if you do but ferionfly confider 
wounds made by Prick or Cut, that you have as 
much knowledge in the cure of them, as is in the 
Brain of adunghil Cock, which Children learning 
their A. B.C. are wont to fct in the Frontifpicce of 
Therefore I perfwade all Men, of what {tate or 
condition foever, who are defirous of Learning, ~ 
from your Maftersto fearch out the true Doétrine, 


‘which confifts in Preparation, and afterward in the 
“Ufe; fo they, or you, hall poflefs the Title allumed 
swith honour, and Men will undoubtedly have confi- 


dence inyou, and you wiil in very deed do them 
good, then will you tothe Eternal Creator give 
thanks cordially without feigning. But let every 
Man ferioufly think with himfelf, what it is he 
ought to do, and what he is to omit, and: whether 


‘he doth juftly or unjuftly ufe the Title affumed. 


For he, who aflumes any Title, ought efpecially to 
underftand the condition of that Title, and why 
he allumed it, or what the true foundation is. It 


‘isnot fufficient, if any one with the vulgar fay (fa- 


ving your reverence, let the more delicate Men 
pardon us, if we intending to {peak tothe purpofe, 
make mention of putrefaction) this is egregious 
dung, it hatha ftrong and grievous ill favour , and 
know not how it comes to pafs , that a Man, who 

perhaps 
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perhaps eats food of a moft grateful tafte and o: 
dour, and well accommodated to his’ natural Appe- 
tite, thence makes excrement endued with quali- 
ties {o contrary, and yielding an odour fo very un- 
| grateful, and repugnant to Nature : of which there 
isno other reafon, then natural putrefaction and 
corruption. Thefame happens in all Aromatical 
well {melling things. It is the Phitofophers part 
toenquire, what odour is, and wheñce it receives 
its vertues, and in what the virtue of it may be 
made manifeft to true profit. For the Earth is 
nourifhed and fatned by ftinking dung , and noble 
Fruit is produced of it. Of this matter there is 
not one caufe only, but our Book would fwell to an 
huge Volume, if we fhould but briefly hint at all 
natural Generations and mutations; yet Digeftion 
and Putrefaétion are the principal keys of them. 
For the Fireand Air makea certain Maturation, by 
which a Tranfmutation of the Earrhand Water may 
| follow; and thisisalfoa certain mutation, by which 
of evil fmelling Dung a moft fragrant Balfam may 
be produced; andonthe contrary, of moft grate- 
ful Balfam ill favoured Ding. But perhaps you 
willfay, why do I produce examples fo very rude 
andabfurd? I doconfefsthe example is taken from 
aCottage, rather then a Royal Court; yet a pru- 
dent confiderer of things, more accurately diving 
into the matter, will eatily underitand, what fuch 
examples intimate to him, viz. that of the higheft 
things the loweft are made, and of the loweft the 
higheft, fo that, of a Medicament is produced Ve- 
nome, and of Venome Medicine; of the {weet, 
bitter, acid, and corrofive, and onthe contrary 
| of the corrofive, another thing more profitable. 

O good GOD, how muchis Nature ab{conded 
from Men, fo that fhe feems todifdain to be wholly 
feen by us? But fincethou haft ordained fo fay 

ore 
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fhort a timeof our Life,andthou the Judge of all, 
referveft many things to thy felf in the Creatures, 
which thou haft left to beadmired, not known, by 
us, and of which thou alone wilt be the beholder 
and Judge, grant unto me, that unto my Life’s end 
I may keep theeand my Saviour in my Heart, that 
befides health and neceflaries of the Body, which 
thou haft liberally beftowed, 1 may alfo acquire the 
health of my Soul and Spiritual Riches, of which 
ineftimable good lam freed from all doubt by that 
thy mercy, in which, for me a miferable finner, 
thoudidft (on the Tree of the Crofs) fhed the Sul- 
phur and Balfom of my Soul; which is indeed a 
mortiferous Venometo the Devil, but to us Sinners 
amoft prefent remedy. J do certainly heal my 
Brethren, as faras concerns the Soul, by Prayer, and 
in relation to the body, with apt Remedies ; there- 
fore I hope they will on their parts ufe their endea- 
vour, that they with me, and I with them, may at 
length inhabit the Tabernacle of the Moft High, 
and in himour GOD enjoy Eternity. 

Buttoreturnto my Philofophy of Antimony, I 
would have the Reader, beforeall other things, to 
underftand, that all things contain in themfelves 
Operative and vivificative Spirits, which inhabi- 
ting in the Body feed and nourifh themfelves, and 
are fultained by the Body. Elements themfelves 
want not thefe Spirits, which (the living GOD per- 
mitting that) whether they be good or evil , have 
their Habitation in them.. Menand Animals have 
in thema living operating Spirit, which receding 
from them, nothing but a Carkafs remains. In 
Herbs, and all things bearing Fruit, a Spirit of Sa- 
nity exifts; otherwife they could not, by any Pre- 
paration, be reduced to Medicinal ufe. Metals and 
all Minerals, are endued and pofleffed with their 


_ own incomprehenfible Spirit, in which , the gan 
ang 
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and virtue of all their poffible effects, confifts. For 
whatfoever is without Spirit, wants Life, and con- 
tains in it felf no vivifying Virtue. Therefore, 
youare to know, that in Antimony alfo there is a 
| Spirit, which effe&ts whatfoever is in it, or can 
proceed from it, in an invifible way and manner, no 
| otherwife, than asin the AZaget is abfconded a cer- 
tain invifible power, as we fhall more largely 
treat in its own place, where we fpeak of the 
| Magnet. 

But there are various kinds of Spirits; * vifible 
tothe Intellect, and endued with Spiritual know- 
ledge, which notwithftanding cannot (when they 
will) be touched or apprehended, as Natural Men 
aretouched; efpeciallythey, who have their fixed 
Refidence inElements, as are the Spirits of Fire, 
Lights, and other Objects formally darting out 
Light from themfelves: fuch are Airy Spirits, who 
inhabit the Air, -Agucors Spirits living in Waters; 
| and Terrene Spiritsliving in the Earth, which we 
Men call Earthly Men, which are chiefly found in 
wealthy Mines of the Earth, where they fhew and 
difcover themfelves to us. 


* what follow, feem fomewhat confufed; according to the Sentiments of cer- 
_ tainTheologicians, who have held various opinions of Spirits vefiding in the 
| Fire, Air, and other Elements 5 adyjudging themto the Eternal Fire of Hell 8c. 
All which with Bafilius, we leave as unknown, tothe Judgement of the Divise 
‘Knowledge. But what he bimfélf fubjoyns, touching the wonderful virtue and 
power of Antimonial and all other Chymical Spirits, which we our felves with 
fo great admiration have often feen, we underftand only of material Spirits; 
awwhicn certainly are endued with as great virtues, and effet things no lefs won- 
derful then thofeSpirits, which phantaftick perfons (oppreffed with Melancholy) 
affirm they fee and talk with; yea I cannot remember that I ever found written 
‘or declared (by fuch, as taking a liberty of lying, endeavour to pleafe or tercifie 
| others) any greater or more wonderful virtues then thee Spirits have. 


Thefe Spirits are endued with Senfes and Un- 
derftanding, know Arts, and can change themfelves 
` into 


46 


Bafi! Valentine's Triumphant 


into divers Forms, until the time of their Judge: — 
ment; but whether a definitory fentence ought to 
be pronounced againft them as yet, or no, that E 
leave to the Providence of the Divine Majefty, 
from whomnothing is hid. There are other Spi- 
rits, wanting fpeech, which cannot fhew themfelves 
vifibly in the very act, and they are thofe whicli 
live in Animals, asin Men andthe like, in Plants alfo 
andin Minerals , neverthelefs they have in them- 
felvesan occult and operative Life, and manifeft 
and difcover themfelves by their efficacious power 
of operating, which they contain in and bear a- 
bout themfelves, and moft apparently give teftimo- 
ny of their virtue of healing, whenfoever that (by 
the helpof Art) is extracted from them, being ac- 
curately feparated from their body. After the fame 
manner, the efficacious Spirit, and operative power 
of Antimony, manifelts its gifts, and diftributes 
them among Men, being firft loofed from its own 
body, and freed fromall its bonds, fo, that it is able 
to penetrate, and rendred fitto be applyed to thofe 
Ufes, which the Artificer propofed to himfelf in 
Preparation. i -6 
But the Artift and Vulcan ought to agree: the 
Fire gives feparation for an operative power , and 
the Artificer forms the matter. As a Black-(mith 
ufeth one fort of Fire, alfo lron only is his matter, 
which he intends for forming divers Inftruments. 
For fome times of it he makes a Spit, at another 
time Horfe-fhoes, another time aSaw, and at length 
innumerable other things, every of which ferves 
for that Ufe, unto which the Smith intended it, al- | 
though the matter isbut one, which he prepares 
for fo many divers ufes. So of -Autimony various ~ 
works may be made for different ufes: in which 
the Artift istheSmith that forms; Vulcan is as it 
were the key which opers; and Operation a 
tility 
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tility give experience , and knowledge of the Uk: 
O! if foolifh and vain Mer had but Ears to hear, 
andtrue eyeswith underftanding, not only for hear- 
‘ing what I write, but for whderftanding the Arca- 
num and knowledge of the ufe; afluredly they 
would not fuck in thofe irifalubrious and turbid Po- 
tions, but haften to thefe limped Fouiitaiis, and 
drink of the Wellof Life: 

Therefore let the World know, that I fhai 
prove thofe preteñded Doétors , who feem to be 
wife, to be mere Foolsand Idebts, and caufe many. 
unlearned Meh (but fuch as are ftadious Difciples of 
my Doctrine) to become true Doctors in very deed. 
Wherefore [here folemnly citeand invite all Men, 
who earneftly afpire to knowledge, with a chear ful 
mind, good Contcience, and certain Hope, to cm- 
brace arid become Spectators df our Doétrine , and 
accurately to perufé my Writings and Informations: 5 
for fo, at length, they (being pofleffors of what 
they fought ) will extol and commend me after 
death, rendring my mortal fame immortal, with 
their “perpetual remembrance of my ptaifes j ag 
long as the World endures. But if when I ant 
dead,any one be pleafed to inftitute a difputation 
in the Schools dgainft me, my writings will fully 
arifwer all his Objections, and Yam aflured my Di: 
{ciples wiltnever forget the benéfit received from 
me, by which they will obtainthe Empire of Truth; 
which ever was to me, aud always will be to ther; 
fufficient to fupprefs a Lie to the Worlds end. 

Alfo let the well meaning and finceré obferver of 
Art know, that there are two kinds of Antimony 
very different each from other: one is fair , pure, 
and of a golden property, and that contains yery 


much Afercury, but the other which hath much Sal 
phur isnot fo frieridly to goldas the firft, and is F 


ftinguifhed by fair long g and whité Mining firéa 
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Therefore one ismorefit for Medicine and Alchimy, 
then the other: as whenthe Flefhof Fifhes is com- 
pared withthe Flefh of other Animals, although 
both thefe are, andare called Flefh, yet each of thefe 
very much differs from the Flefh of the other; 
ever fo of Antimony the „difference is the fame. 
Many do indeed write of the Interiour virtue of 
Antimony, but few of them ever taught the true 
Foundation of the virtues with which it 1s endued, 
or found out which way, or inwhat manner it re- 
ceivesthem, Sothat their Doctrine is founded up- 
on words only, exifts without any true fonndation, 
and they themfelveslofe the Fruit they hoped to re- 
ceive by fuch Writings. For towritetruly of An- 
timony ìs a work that requires profound Meditati- 
ons, amind largely unfolding it felf, and knowledge 
of its manifold Preparation, and of the true Soul 
of it,in which all the Utility is cited, and which 
being known you may be able to give an indubitate 
Judgement, of what evilor good, Venome or Me- 
dicine is latent therein. Itisnota matter of finall 
moment by a true Examento fearch into Antimony, 
and thereby to penetrate fundamentally into its 
Effence, and through earneft ftudy to attain the fi- 
nal knowledge thereof, that the Venenofity of the 
fame (againft which unskilful Men ignorantly ex- 
claim) may be taken away, and it be changed and 
prepared into a better State, becoming a Medicine 
fit for ufe and void of Venome. 

Many Artifts intending to Anatomize Antimony, 
have divers ways vexed, wrefted and tormented the 
fame, in fuch wifeas it cannot be well defcribed in 
Words, much Iefs believed; yet, the matter being 
truly examined, they effected nothing. For they 
fought not its truc Soul, and therefore could nat 
find the feigned Soul of it, which themfelves fought. 
By the black Colours a mift was calt before their 

Eyes, 
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Eyes, fo that they could neither obferve the true 
Soul it felf, nor kfiow it. For Artimony like unto 

Afercury, may fitly becompared to a round Circle, 
| of whichthereisnoend; in which the more dili- 
gently any Man feeks, the more hefinds, if Proce! 
be made by him ina right wayanddue order. , Yet 
| the Lifeof no one Manis fufficient for him to leari 
all the myfteriesthereof: Itis Venome ahd a moft 
fwift poyfon, alfo itis void of Venome and a mott 
excellent Medicine, whether it be ufed outwardly 
or inwardly. Which isa thing hid from moft Men 
by reafonof their own blindnefs; and they judge 
it an incredible, foolifh and vain work , becaufe 
(through their ignorance) it is unknown to them, 
who canno otherwife be excufed, then that they 
deferve the name of Stupidity: yet that is not 
to be fuffered in them, becaufe they defire fot 
to learn or be better informed, either here, or elfe- 
where. = 

Antimony is endued with ail the four firft qualities; 
it is coldand humid, and again it ishotand dry, and 
accommodates it {clf to the four Seaions of the 
year, alfo it is volatileand fixed: _ The volatile part 
of itis notvoid of Venome, but the fixed is free 
from all venenofity, which is fo very ftrange, as it 
may be reputed one of the feven Wonders of the 
World, of which fo many Writers have difcourfed; 
not knowing themfelves what they writ. There 


hath beenno * Man before me, andat this day there 


is none found , who hath to throughly learned the, 
power, virtue, ftrength, operation, and efficacy of 


Antimony, or fo profoundly penetrated into all the 


Exergy thereof, as nothing more is latent in if un- 


found out, or which cannot be brought to light by 
experiente. If fuch a Man could be found he would 
be worthy to becarriedabout in a Trixmpragt Cha- 
riot, as intimes paft was granted to Monarchs, and 
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potent Heroes, after they had happily fought 
Battels, and were returned with Victory. But I 
fear, that many of our Doctors will be conftrained 
to provide a Chariot for themfelves. ' 


* Here the Authour peaks largely in commendation of Antimony. Read, read” 
(1 fay) O Lover of Chymiftry, and you will find nothing Hyperbolical, nor any 
thing ‘Thrafontck. Bafilias in {peaking as he doth, bath not exhaufted the Praifes 
of Antimony 5 becaufe no Man unto this day could ever experience all its Virtues. 
He have feen many of its Effedts, and many new Effects are daily found by curious 
Searchers, yet many more remain unknown. So that, asin Fire is an inexbauftible 
Fountains (forthe more you take from it, the more it gives) fo in Antimony 
zs an ineftimable Treafuve of now Virtues. For tf from it you extract its Acetum 
a thoufand times y it will a thoufand times yeild new Acetum. Nature feems 
ta hıve made choyce of this Mineral , therein to hide all her Treafures. There- 
Jore not without reafon hath Bafilius made for st a Triumphant Chariot,which 
ts daily enriched with Spoy!s taken from the Camps of Ignorance. 


For the Matters of this terrene World are fo 
intangled with their own Thoughts, that they 
feck nothing from Antimony but Riches, and for- 
get to fearch its utility for medicine , and the 
Health of the Body, which notwithftanding ought 
above allthings to befought, that (being brought 
to Light) the wonderful Works of our GOD 
may be made manifett, and the Glory given to him, 
with great thankfulnefs. It is not to be deny- 
ed, but that more of Riches and Health may be 
found in it than either you all, or lmyfelf, can 
believe : for I profefs my felf no other than a 
Difciple in the Knowledge of Antimony, although 
in itl have {een , experienced, and learned more 
than you ,and all fuch as yon are (who arrogate to 
your felves great skill therein ) either have lear- 
ned, or ever can learn. Yet no Man fhould 
therefore be troubled, or defpair of his well 
doing, fince GO D wonderfully difpenfeth his Goods 
and Benefits; but becaufe the World , indulging 
their own Ingratitude, have neither efteemed, 

à nor 
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nor with due Reverence acknowledged the Mu- 
nificence of the Moft High, but have preferred 
Riches before Health, GOD hath fpread as it were 
a Spider’s Webb before their Eyes, that being blind 
they might not know the Secrets of Nature abfcon- 
ded in the Form of this Mineral. 

All men cry out Rich, Rich we would be. I 
confefs you all afpire to Riches, and with the E- 
picure fay, The Body muft firft be provided for, 
the Soul may at length alfo find fomewhat , and with 
Midas (as in the Fable) you defire that all things 
whatfoever you touch may be turned into Gold. 

Hence it is, that fo many {eek their defired Riches 
in Antimony: But becaufe they accept not that 
Guift of the Creator with a grateful Heart, which 
before all Things fhould be procured, and caft 
the Love of their Neighbour behind their back, 
therefore they in vain look the Horfe inthe Mouth ; 
for they know his Age and Strength no more than 
the Guelts at the Marriage-Feaft in Cana of Galilee 
knew the wonderful Work, which Chrif there 

wrought, when he turned Water into Wine. 
They knew ,that Wine was Water, and that the 
Water was turned into Wine , they perceived by 
the Taft; but how that Tranfmutation happened 
| was hid from them. For the Lord JESUS, our Sa- 
viour, referved that Supernatural Work to him- 

{elf , asa Teftimony of his Omnipotency. Where- 

fore I fay, it isevery Man’s duty , to fearch out the 

Myfteries and Arcanums , which the Creator hath 

infired in all Creatures, for although (as we 
faid) it is not Credible, thatwe Men can through- 
ly learn and penetrate all Things, yet we are not 
forbid to inguire into them, fince by Study and 

Diligence fo much may be effected , as although 

through fome def€&t a Man be hindred in fuch 
wife, a he cannot attain to the defired Riches 
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and perfect Sanity , yethe may acquire enough to 
occaiion him net to repentof his Labour , but rá- 
ther to minifter unto him matter of Joy ‘and Re- 
joycing, that he fees himfelf fo far an Adeprift , 
as he {tands always obliged to render thanks to 
his Creator. 

` Therefore, whofoever defires to become a per- 


fect Anatomiit of 4 nimony, the firft thing to be i 


confidered by him is Solution of the Body;and in or- 
der to this, he muft take it in a convenient place, 

ad propofe to himfelf the right way , that he be 
not fe duced into devious Paths. Secondly he muft 
oblerve the Governance of the Fire, taking 
Carethat it be neither teo much, nor too little, 
or too het, or too cold. For the famm of all 
is fited in an exact Governance of the Fire; by 
which the vivifying Spirits of Antimony are eX- 
tracted, and looled from their bonds, and fo ren- 
dered capable to manifeft their Effects operative- 
ly. Alfo he muft take great Care, that this O- 
perative Vertue be not mortifyed "and perifh by 
Aduftion. - Thirdly, the Ufeor Dofeis to be ob- 
ferved by him, that he may adminifter it in due 
manner, knowing the Meafure , as I above men- 
tioned, when I Îpak e of the five principal Heads 
requifitein the Exercife and Practice of Chymiftry ; 
aie lonly hint at it curforily by way of a Pa- 
rabdie 

Ey Refolusion the fum of the Matter is propo- 
fed, but by Fire it is prepared to profit. Fora 
Butcher cits out an Ox, and divides it into parts, 
but no Man can profitably enjoy this Flefh, un- 
leis he fi: boyl it by Fire, by which Operation 
the Red Subftance of the Fieh is changed and pre- 
pared i into white Aliment. it a Man conftrained 
by hunger, fhonld eat that RaW and Red Flehh, it 


: would b OS : Vel lon tO him rather than Medicines 


becaufe 


ee 


Chariot of AntinonM 

becaufe the natural Heat of the Stomach is too 
weak to concoct and digeft that crude Body. 
Hence, my dear Friend, you may conclude, that 
fince Antimony hath greater Venom, anda more 
grofs Mineral Body than Animal Flefh ( as by 
the above recited common Example I have alrea- 
| dy fhewed ) it will alfo prove more perillous, if 
uled Crude, without Preparation, Separation and 
Codon by Fire; yea it will be and remain Ve- 
nom, which will fuddenly kill the Sick. There- 
fore the Venenolity of Antimony is fo to be taken 
away , as it may never again be converted in- 
to Venom , after the fame manner , as Wine, 
which being once, by putrefaction and corruption 
turned into Vinegar , never afterward yeilds any 
Spirit of Wine, but always isand remains Vine- 
gar. But on theContrary, if the Spirit only of 
the Wine be feparated , and the Aquofity left by 
it felf, and the fame Spirit afterward exalted, it 
i will never in any wife be changed into Vinegar,’ 
although it fhould be kept an hundred Years; 
but will always remain Spirit of Wine, noo- 
therwife , then as Vinegar remains Vinegar. ` 

This Tranfimutation of Wine into Vinegar isa 
wonderful Thing; becaufe fomewhat is produced 
from Wine, which was not before in its vege- 
| table Effence. In which it is alfo to be noted, 
that in diftillation of Wine the Spirit firft comes 
forth; but (on the contrary) in diftilling Vinegar 
the Phlegm firit comes, afterward the Spirit, as I 
| have fhewed above in its own place, where! alo 
made mention of this Example. Therefore Spi- 
rit of Wine makes Bodies volatile , becaufe it 
felf is volatile; but Spirit of Vinegar fixeth all 
Medicaments , as well of Minerals as Vegetables, 
and renders thenrfolid; fo that they apprehend 
things fixed, andexpel fixed Difcafes. 
l 24 * Confider 
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* Gonfider and obferve thefe things diligent- 
ly; for this principal Key is of great concern. 
Therefore 4timony, which contains in it felf ts 
own Vinegar, ought to be fọ prepared, as all its 
Venenofity may be taken away ,andhe, whoufeth 
It, conceives no Venom thereby, but rather drives 
away and cafts out all Poyfon from himfelf, by 
therule thereot. G a 


* Beltivz not only Bafilius , but me alfo , with the fame Faith and fin- 
ezrity affirming to you; This is the fir? Key, this is the principal part of 
the whole Art „tbis opens to you the frit Gate „this will alfo unlock the laff,” 
whech leads to the Palace of the King. But as I faid , not only beleive, 
but alfo confidey and obrve. Hive you ftand. in the Entrance, if you mik 
the Door, all your Courfe will be Error, all your Haft Rudne, and all your wif- 
dam Fooli'hnée. H: who obteins this Key, and knows the Method ( which 
is called Manual Operation) by which to ufeit , and hath firength to turn the 
ait s Will acquire Riches, aud an open Paffage unto the Myfteries of Chy- 
miftry. ; i 


Therefore Preparation of Antimony canfifts in 
the Key of Alchimy, by which itis diflolved, o- 
pened, divided and feparated; as in Calcination , 
eververation , Sublimation, Gc. as we declared 
above of it. Alfo in extracting its Effence, and in 
vivifying its Mercury; which Mercury muft. after- 
ward bee precipited into afixed Pouder. Like- 
wife by Art and a due Method, of it may be made 
an Oyl, which is effectual wholly to confume that 
Rew and unknown Difeafe, which the French, in 
their, Warlike Expeditions, brought into our Re- 
gions, ‘The fame isvifible in other Preparations, 
derived from the Spazyrick Artand Alchimy ; as for 
Example: If any one would make Beer of Barley, 
Wheat , or other Corn, all thefe degrees muft. 
be moft perfectly known to him , before he 
can from thofe Grains extract their moft fubtil 
Eilence and virtue, and reduce the fame intoa moft 
eficacious Drink. Firft, the Grains muft te fo, 
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long fteeped in Water , as untill they be able fuf- 
ficiently, to open: and refolve themfelves (as I,when 
I was a Young Man, travelling into England and 
Holland , diligently obferved to be done in thofe 
places ) ‘this is called Putrefathion and Corruption. 
This Key being ufed, the Water is drawn off 
from the Grain , andthe macerated Cornis laid on 
Heaps clofe together , and left fo for a due time, 
until it {pontaneoufly conceive heat, and by the 
fame heat germinating, the Grains adhere each to 
Other: this is Digeftion, This being finifhed , the 
Grains which adhered in their Germination, are 
feparated, and dryed , either inthe Air, or by Heat 
of Fire, and fo hardned. Thisis Berbera and 
| Coagulation. When the Corn is thus prepared, it is 
carried to the Mill, that it may be broak and 
ground fmall; this is Vegetable Calcination. After- 
ward , by Heat of Fire “cocting thefe Grains, the 
more k Spirit of them is extracted , and the 
Water is imbibed with the fame; which without 
the aforefaid Preparation could not have been. 
This way the crude Water is converted i into Beer, 
and this Operation (though I {peak but rudely ) 
is andis called Dijtillation, “The Hops, when ad- 
ded to the Beer , is the Vegetable Salt thereof, 
which conferves and preferves fromall Contraries, 
endeavouring to corrupt the fame. This way of 
boyling Water into Drink, by extraction of the 
Spirits from the Grains, the Spaniards and Italians. 
know not, and in my native Soyl of Germany 
po the Rhine, few are found skilled in, this 
rt 
After all thefe works are performed, a new 
Separation is made by Clar ification, VIZ. ofthe Drink, 
in this manner: a little Yc? or Ferment is added, 
which excites an internal Motion and Heat in the 
Peer, fu that it is elevated in it felf, and (by the 
¢ | help 


45 


a 


eo 


6 


Bafil Valentine’g Triumphant 


help of time ) Separation of the denfe from the rare, 
and of the pure from the impure is made; and 
by this means the Beer acquires a conftant virtue 
in Operating , fo that it-penetrates and effects all 
thofe Ends , for which it was made and brought into 
ufe : which before could not have been; becatife 
the Spirit, the Operator was hindred, by its own 
Impurity , from effecting its proper Work. 

in Wine alfo doth not Experience teach the 
faint - Toa cannot , before the time come , in 
whici: the smpuritys may be feparated fromit, fo 
very pcrfcctly and efficacioufly perform its own 
Work’, as aiter Separation of the pure from the 
impure :' which by Drunkenefs is manifeft , for 
Beer or Wince unfettled, and not purifyed , give 
net forth from themfelves fo much Spirit for ine- 
briating, as after Clarification. But of this no more. 
After all the aforefaid , a new Operation may 
be inftituted , by Vegetable fublimation, for fe- 
paration of the Spirit of the Wine or Beer, and 


.for preparing it by Diftillation into another 


Drink of Burning Wine, which may alfo be made 
of the Lees or Dregs of Wine and Beer. When 
this is done, the Operative Virtue is {eparated from 
its own Body, and the Spirit being extracted by 
Firc, forfakes its own unprofitable dead Habita- 
tion, in which it was commodioutly hofpited be- 
fore. Now , if this Burning Wine, or Spirit of 
Wine. be rectifyed, an Exaltation 1s made by 
oten diftilling it, and by a certain method of O- 
perating , the pure part (free from all Phlegm or 
Aguofity) may be fo concentred, and as it were 
condenfed, as one Meafure of it may effeét more, 
th. twenty or more could have done before. For 
it C oner inebriates andis fwift, volatile and fub- 
til for penetrating and operating. 

* Hore I admonifh you , whofggver you are, 
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who defire to be taught by my Writings , and 
hope to obtain Riches and a true Medicine from 
Antimony ,that you would not carelefly perufe my 
Intention, in which is no-letter writ in vain, and 
which hath not a certain fingular fignification for 
your Inftruction. T 

* come bither yon Traveller, ftay your Fourny here. Contemn not or flighty 
pas over this tautological , but not impertinent y Admonitio 3 often ¿n your 
wind have recourfe to this Defeription of Beer , fearch , contemplate, and 
weigh al Toings , perhaps in this turbid and fumons Galf , you will find 
the Fifh you look not for. If in this Light you yet be blind , I keow not 
any Collyrium will profit you : if wth fo certain a manudu€tion you cannot 
pag on to the work it felf, I know not whe will lend you a Staff, or what 
D2monfiration can direct the Fourny of a ftupid Man. Beleive , read, me- 
ditate , labour, and {pave the nfe of fo many Chymical Books, which diftratt 
Jor with the Error of various ways , this one tells you all Things. 


Yea, There folemnly affirm, that there are ma- 
ny words difperfed here and there in my Wri- 
tings, to which if the Reader give heed as he 
ought, and know in what Fundamentals the prin- 
cipal Heads of the matter are fited, andasit were 
buryed , he will have no Caufe to repent his often 
turning over the fame Leaves , but will efteem 
every word as much, as a peice of Gold Coyn. For 
you Know, that although the Examples by me pro- 
pofed , found harfh,as delivered in a rude manner , 
yet they contain in them fomewhat that is excel- 
lent and of great Moment. Yetl am not here ån- 
bitious to procnre Authority or praife to my 
Writings , which is not my Bufinefs , nor would 
it become me: for when tli¢ Operation of them 
fhall be bronght to Light, they will acquire 
praife enough to themiclves. I parpofely and wil- 
lingly produce Examples forude and common, be- 
caufe the power of Antimony and the true Virtue 
thereof, deeply and profoundly ab{conded in its 
moft parts, is to b> fearched out. J was wil- 
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ling, by thefe grofs Examples to lead you by the 
hand, and fhew you the way, that by them you 
might attain to the Thing it felf, and not at the 
very firft err from the Gate , for fo doing you 
would long wander ,andnever bring your Opera- 
tion to the defired End. For Antimony is like a 
Bird, which is carryed through the Ar and as 
the Wind drives it, fo it turns it felf which 
way that wills; here, inthis Cafe, Man atts the 


- Partof the Air or Wind, and can drive and move 


Antimony, at his pleafure, andrepofe it infuch a 
place, as himfelf choofeth: he can imbibe it, 
with a yellow, red, white, or black Colour, ac- 
cording as he defires it fhould be , and as he rules 
and governs the Fire, becaufe in Antimony (as 
in Mercury) all Coloursare found , which no Man 
fhould wonder at , confidering how many Things 
Nature bears abfconded in her Bofom , which 
neither you nor I are able to comprehend in many 
days. 

If a Book happen to be given to a Man, that 
is unlearned , he knows not what is fignifyed by 
that Writing,or what that Scripture intends; for it 
is hid from his Eyes, and he ftands amazed, as a Cow 
at the fight of a new Door. But if unto that un- 
learned Man, any one fuggeft the Explication of 
the Book , and teach him not only the matter 
contained therein, but alfo the ufe of the fame , the 
Man no moreadmires it, as an Art; but by this 
means it becomes to him a Common Thing , the 
Reafon and Operation of which he underftands, 
and by his own Study he can learn, conceive, and 
comprehend the Utility fo perfectly, as now 
none of thofe Things, which were contained 11 
the Book , are hid from him; becaufe he hath 
learned both to readand underftand what is writ- 
ten thercin. Such a Book is sdaimpay to u 
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: who know not the Art of Reading ; therefore 
I faithfully admonifh all, who defire to be par- 
‘takers Of its Utilities, to bend their mind to 
kuow and pronounce the letters thereof, that 
fo they may acquire the Art of Reading that 
‘Book ; and in fuch a manner, that (asin a 
School ) they may be removed from Form to 
Form; when he who hath rightly gained Expe- 
‘rience, fhall prefide as Reétor , andjudge of that, 
which in Trial is moft worthy: for Oneis worthy 
to be preferred before another, in the Poffeffion 
of that. 

But here , what comes into my mind, and 
ought in no wife to be pafled over in Silence, I 
think good to mention; viz: that at this Day 
‘many are found who exclaim , and rafhly pro- 
nounce Crucifige, Crucifige, againft all thofe, who 
prepare Venoms into Medicaments , by which (as 
they fay ) many Mortals perifh, or, if they efcape 
with Life ,livemiferably, fuchare Mercury , Arfe- 
nick, Antimony, Gc. and this Clamour is cheifly 
made by thofe, who(if it pleafe the GODS) are 
called Doétors * of Medicine , yet indeed under- 
{tand not what the difference is, between Venom, 
and Medicine, but are wholly ignorant how Ve- 
nom may be prepared, fo as to pafs into a falu- 
tary Medicament ; and inftead of its malignity, put 
on a better Nature. 


* Bafilius fomewhat indulgeth his own Genius, inveighing againft 
Falfe-Phyfitians, whofe ignorance( in his time ) was fo very great-, as they 
contemned every fublime Preparation of Medicine, which he himftlf, and 
Chymilts with him did profeps preferibing the fame as unprofitable , perillous, 
and hurtful : againft whom, it is not firange, if the Chymifts (on the other 
hand ) rofe np with fome fall vehemency , and endeavour couragioufly , by 
afitance of their Knowledge and Confcience, to break through that Rout of 
unskilful Mens but the belt Things are not alleajs the moft profperoxs. Chy- 
mifts overcame by the Fuffice of their Caufe, bat were overcome by Number : 
yet, having verity and goodne8 on their fide, they fought with fo greas 
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Confidence, as they were certainly affured they fhould bear away the Vidory 3 
which our Author bere fhews, and Paracelfus ( propbefying of the Coming of | 
Elias the Artift ) did prefage Wwoyld be. Ana certainly unto me (ferioxfly 
confidering how greatly Chymifts have zx thefe times improved their Know- 
ledge ) the Dawning of that Day hath opened it felf, fince I behold fo many 
Rays of the approaching’ Sun. 


Againft thefe I do in a fpecial manner exclaim 
and proteft , againit thefe , fay, who (ignorant of 
Preparation) exhibit Poyfox to Men: for Mercury ; 
Auripigment , Antimony , and fuch like, are ve- 
noms intheir Subftance , and unlefs rightly prepa- - 
red remain Venoms. Yetafter a Legitimate Pre- ` 
paration , all their Venenofity is broke, extin- 
guifhedand expelled, fo that no part of them re- 
mains, but what is Medicine , which refifts all in- 
ternal’ Venoms , although moft deeply rooted, 
and radically deftroys the fame. For Vexom, 
being in {tch amanner prepared, asit can no lon- 
ger hurt, refifts all Poyfon , which is not as yet pre- 
pared, atidfovery well prepares and fubjugates it, 
as it is compelled with the fame to put off its 
own venomous Nature. 

Here I fhall raife a great Contention among 
the Learned; for I know they will doubt what thefe 
my Words fhould fignify, as whether what I af 
firm and write be poflibie to be done or no; and 
they will be divided into feveral Opinions there- 
about. Some will judge it is in no wife poflible, 
that from thofe Things , of which we treat, the 
venenofity fhould be whoily taken away; nor do’ 
Iwonder, that they perfift in that Opinion, fince 
the Doftrine of like Preparations is abfolutely un- 
known to them, who have not the leaft thought 
of that, which leads to the Knowledge of thefe T 
more profound Myfteries. Yet a finall partof thefe 7 
Men will with me be conftrained to acknow.. 
ledge, itis poflible a vile Thing may be changed 
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into a better., For you( you Doftors Imean) muft 
confefs to me, that your purpofe is to reduce 
that Evil, from which the Difeafe had its Origi- 
nal , into a better State. Go tothen; will you not 
alfo grant , that if any Evil be in thofe Things, of 
which Medicine isto be made , the fame Evil muft 
be converted into a better State, that it may fo 
‘much the better perform its operation, and more 
powerfully and profitably act, without’ any no- 
table peril? But {ince unto very few as yet is known, 
‘or by Experience found, the Way, by which a 
Man ought to proceed in thefe Preparaticiis , a 
very {mall part of thefe will aflume and contend 
for the Opinion! here afhrm , and publickly pro- 
fefs : for very many will be carryed away with 
the greater Rout, crying , Venom , Venom’ which 
Voyces, whilft I hear them, put me in mind 
of thofe wild Clamours, by which the ews re- 
quired the Saviour and Redeemer of the World, 
that he might fuffer the Punifhment of the Crofs, 
often crying out Crucify him , Crucify him, whom 
they proclaimed to be the higheft, moft prefent , 
moft pernitious, and curfed Venom, when as in- 
deed he was the nobleft, fupreme, moft glorious 
and moft profitable Medicine of our Souls, which 
was todeliver us from the Death of Simers, from 
the Devil, Hell and all Misfortunes. Although 
thofe proud Pharifces and Lawyers neither could 
‘nor would underftand this, neverthelefs he both 
then was, and will beto the end of the World , and 
after it toall Etermity , the fame fuperexcellent AZ- 
dicine : and neither the Devil , nor Death , nor the 
very Gates of Hell, norany Creature, how power- 
ful, or perverfe foever, can effect any thing at 
all, whereby tooverthrowthis Truth. 

= Solhope, yea doubt not (although all vaga- 
bond and circumforaneous Adedicafters , all Phyfi- 
TANS 
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tians refident in Cities, and how many foever there 


be, that profefs themfelves Afafters of any part 
of Medicine; doall together contrive what they 
can, and exclaim again{t Aatimony) but that the 
fame Antimony will triumph over the ingratitudes 
of all thofe unskilful Men (for true Phyfitians and 
fuch as are always ready to learn, I touch not 
here ) and by its own power and virtue acquired 
after due preparation, will overcome and tread un- 
der foot all its Enemies. But, ori the contrary ; 
thofe ignorant falfe Judges , and pertinacious con- 
remnersof Antimony, becaufe they know not the 
‘Truth , together with the proud and blood-thirity 


Jews , fhall perih, and be caft into the Abyfs of ` 


Hell. How ridiculous thofe magnificent, and to 
themfelves only wife Doétors ,feem to me , who 


deterr Emperors, Kings, Princes, and all other | 


Great Men, and ferioufly admonifh them hot {G 


much as to touch fuch Medicines with their Lips,be- | 
caufe they are noxious , venomous, and every way — 


perillous , I will not here declare, fince I fee them 
only to judge according to their own Opinion ; 
without entertaining any Obfervations of other 
things, the Knowledge of which they have not 
before acquired by their own Contemplation , 
‘and therefore cannot judgeof any thing elfe , or 
otherwife than they have learned. Therefore to 
thefe I fay, 1f there be any Man, that hath taken fo 
{trong a Poyfon, as prefent Death is meceflarily ex: 
pected to follow , 1 will ( provided the Man be 
left wholly to my Care) give himan Autidore by 
me prepared which fhal continually refift that 
Menom , and quickly expel itout of the Body. But 
i little care , whether you Mr. Do¢for>, who do 
neither know this Thing, ror ever would apply 
your mind to know it, do flight the fame , and 


repute it as a ridiculous, and altogether falfe tale; | 


it is 


| 


Chariot of Antimony. ' 
it is fuficient for me, that I am able (but if praife 
worthy , let praife be given to GO D) to prove 
and defend the Truth thereof. For I my felf 
have experienced it, I have made,l have prepared, 
I have prefcribed this Medicine, and there wants 
not a futficient number of Witneffcs to confirm it 
under Hand and Seal. 
And whenfoever I fhall have occafion to con- 
tend in the School with fuch a Doétor, who knows 


but commits that Bufinels to another,-t-am fure I 
fhall obtain the Palm front her for indeed that 
good Man knows not what Medicines he pre- 
{cribes to the Sick; whether the Colour of them 
be white, black, grey or blew, he cannot tell 5 nor 
doth this wretched man know, whether the Medi- 
cament he gives be dry or hot, cold or humid; bue 
he only knows, thar he fourtd it fo written in his 
Books, and thence pretends Poffeflion ‘or as it were 
Pofleifion) by Preicription of a very long time : 
yet he defires no further Information. Here agaut 
let it be lawful to exclaim, good GO D; to what 
aftate is the matter brought! what goodnefs of 
mind isin thefe men! what care do they take of 
the Sick! Wo, wo to them! in the day of Judg- 
ment théy will find the fruit of their ignorance 
and rafhnefs; then they will fee him whom they 
pierced , when they neglected their Neighbour; 
fought after Money and nothing elle : whereas 
were they cordial in their Profeftion ; they would 
{pend Nights and Days in Labour, that they might 
become more learned in their Art, whence more 
certain health would accrew to the Sick with their 
Eftimation, and greater glory tothemfelves. But 
f fince Labour is tedious to then, they commit the 
f matter to Chance, and being fecure of their Hos 

nour and content with their Fame, they (like Braw- 
| D lers) 


not how himfelf to prepare his own Medicines ;~ 
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Jers) defend themfelves with a certain Garrulity, 
without any refpect had to Confcience or Truth; 
Coals feem wonderful ftrange, and as out-landifh 
Wares to them, therefore they {pare the Money, 
that fhould be beftowed in them, as if they intend- 
ed to lay it out to abetter ule. Vulcan himfelf, © 
viz. the Prepairer of Medicaments, is not found a- 
mong them; for their Fornaces ftand in the Apo- 
thecaries Shop, to which they feldom or never 
come. A Paper Scrol in which them ufual Re- 
cipe is written, ferves their purpofe to the full, 
which Bull being by fome Apothecaries Boy or Ser- 
vant received, he with greatnoyfe thumps out of 
his Mortar every Medicine, andall the Health of 
the Sick. 

My GOD, change, change thefetimes, and 
and put an end to this arrogant Pride, overturn 
thofe Trees, left they fwell up to Heaven, throw 
down thofe Giants leit they accumulate all Moun- 
tains; and defend thofc, who ferioully managing 
their Bufine’s, faithfully ferve thee, that they may 
be able to ftandagaini{t thee their Perfecutors. I 
ferionfly admonifh all thofe in our Monattery, bound 
by the fame Vows with me, that they would with 
my felf Night and Day pray unto GO D , that, 
he would fo illuminate thefe Enemics of true Me: 
dicine, as they may execrate their own Error, and 
acknowledge the Glory of GOD, and his Power 
inficed in the Creatures, and perceive the Clearnefs 
latent in them , by Preparation and Anatomy (as 
it were [peaking in their Ears) which otherwile 
furrounded and covered over with external Impu- 
rities, would deeply be concealed , and never 
brought co Light. But 1 trult the Creator of all 
Things, (both of thofe which fall under our Senfe, 
and of thofe that are remote from our Sentes) will 
benignly hear our Prayers. that, it not whillt E 

k 2 oul 
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and my Brethren live, yet after our Death, fuch a 
Converlion of Things and Men (GOD anfwer 
thefe Defires) may follow, as that thick and ob- 
{cure Veil may be taken away from the Eyes of our 
Enemies, and they by true and infallible Ilumina- 
tion, obtain a clear fight, that they may find their 
loft Groat: which GO D the eternal Governour 
of Times and Things of his Grace and Mercy 
grant. l ; = 

= Butitis fit, that I, who intended to publifh a 
certain Difcourfe of Antimony, inall its Numbers 
abfolute, fhould begin with the * Name it felf, 


* Poets do often pofit. inthe midft of their Poems, Hiftories or Fables af 
Princes, that by a continued Series of Things, they may the mors eafily attain 
their End, which is to delight their Readers: Chymitls for another end ufe 
the fame Medium. For fince their purpofe is to teach.the Readers fo, as they 
may only be underftood by thoft, who wholly devote themfelues with a fervent 
defire ta the Study of that Scicnce,they keep not that Order, which procezds from 
the beginning tothe End by Mediums. Toevefer2 our Author, at length coming 
fo treat of th: Name of Antimony, woence it took beginning, atts as another 
Man dddiéted to fom: Scholafich Order : but by and by turning fron this Dif-, 
courfe, be anfwas anr Oojection, bejare it is made by Interrogations viz. whether 
from Antimony all its Venome may be taken away, the pafibility of which bẹ 
proves by very profitable and fignificant Examples. 


The Arabians, to whoin in times paft this Mi! 
neral was known, did intheir Language call it 4f- 
wat; but the Chaldeans called it Stibium ; among 
the Larines atthis day the Name of Antimony is 
fuled, by which name they firit of all fignified it. 
We Germans in our Language have given it £ 
f Name, which feents to expref$ a certain property 

of its Nature; for fince it is feen to confift of 2 
f certain ftreiked Matter, and of it may eafily be 
i Made Glafs endued with various Colours, whick 
proceed there from, we have called it Spies-clafi, 
as if we fhould fay ftreiked Giafs. From which 
Variety: of the Name, by a prudent Judgment, 2 
p Dz fagul 
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fingular Colleétion may be made, viz. that Antimo; 
was known,and greatly eftcemed,and its virtue and 
Utility obferved and brought into ufe by the Arabi- 
ans, Chaldeans, Latins,and our Germans : but after- 
ward, the Herefies of various Opinions arifing, the 
ufe was vitiated, and its Virtue and Glory firft ob- 
fcured, and afterward wholly extinguifhed. Of 
which there is no Reafon to Doubt; for nothing ` 
is more probable , than that Truth fhould fuffer 1 
Dammage and Shipwrack by the Oppreflion of E-— 
nemies. For who knows not the Malice of the 
Devil, which by Reafon of our Sins and Blindnefs 
is very often permitted by GOD. The Devil is 
the perpetual Enemy of Mankind, who imploys 
all his Strength, and all his Deceits, and omits no- 
thing, which in himfelf is, to prevent the Know- 
ledge of the profit of true Medecine, and to exter- 
minate itsufe;, knowing well enough, that by that 
means the power aid glory of GO D is obfcured, 
and thofe Sacrifices of the praifes of men are impe- 
ded , by which they gave thanks to GO D, be- 
caufe he hath infited as it were the Rayes of his 
Goodnefs in the Creatures, whence they may ob- 
tain Health by anatural auxiliary. 

But {ince to difcourfe of the Name of Antimony, 
is Not. to our purpofe, we will defift from this Mat-— 
ter. For all the Praife of Avtimony confifts inthe 
Preparation thereof, which is made for perfecting 
the Virtues infufed in it from Nature by the -Aarhor 
of Nature. Therefore my difcourfe fhall be ofi 
this, handling it and its known Virtue, and I wig 
endeavour to make my Name immortal. Yet be- 
fore I cometo d.clare the Virtue of Antimony, fince 
J above confefled, that it is meer Venom, | would 
have you know and diligently note , that Ve- 
nom isable to draw Venom to it felf, becaufe Hke 
it felf, much fooner and much more than any othe 
‘Thing of another Mature, Now 
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Now let any Reader confider, and obferve it as 
a Thing worthy of Note, that the true Unicorns- 
horn, {ophifticated by no fallacy, repels all Venom 
| from it felf, nor can it aflume or draw to it felf a- 
_ ny thing of Venom, as is manifeft by Experience. 
Let a living Spider be put in a Circle made of Uni- 
corns-horn, and out of this Circle it cannot go, or 
pafs over the Unicorns-horn , for it fhuns what- 
foever is adverfe to Venom. But if the Circle be 
made of venemous Matter, it is not to be doubted, 
but that the Spider will go out of it, and pafs over 
that Venom like it felf. Note this Experiment, 
make a piece of Silver hollow, and put it in Water, 
that it may float like a Boat, and put Venont*to it, 
then hold a piece of true Unicorns-Horn, as nigh 
to it as you can, but fo as you may not touch it, 
that Unicorns-Horn by its fpiritual Virtue will 
drive the Silver from it , fo that it will flie away 
like a Duck, which fwimming on the Water flies, 
when it perceives the Snares of the Fowler ready 
to entangle it. But on the contrary, Nature in a 
wonderful manner loves and follows its own like, 
as appears by this Example. Put a little piece of 
pure and fine Bread ina dih fullof Water, fo as the 
Bread may fwim upon the Water, hold a piece of 
true Unicorns-Horn clofe to it, yet fo as it touchit 
not; and if you leifurely move the Unicorns-Horn 
the little piece of Bread will follow it. Nature 
fo much loves itsown like, and fo much hates what 
is unlike it felf , as this flies, and that follows. 
Therefore let our Doétors confider, that Venom by 
a certain Magnetick Power Attraéts Venom, and 
thofe things which are void of Venom, do inlike 


manner draw to themfelves things pure, and want- 


ing a Venomous quality. 
Therefore Venom may be taken away two way3, 
fir, by its Contrary, which refifts Venom , as al- 
D 3 ready 
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fčady is related of the Unicorns-Horn. Second: 
ty, by Like, when Venom by a certain Magnetick 
power ‘draws Venom to it felf. But the Venom 
which muft heal Venom like it felf, ought firit to 
befo prepared, as its Venom may pals into Medi: 
cine, and by its own attractive virtue, aflume the 
other’ to and expel it with itfelf Of ‘which thing 
you havea moft clear Example in Soap: That's 
compounded of Oy] and other fat ingredient Mat- 
ters, which feem to be, and in very deed are, more 
4pt to foul, than cleainfe Linen ; but becaivfe in the 
Boyling of the Soap, efpecially by the help of Salt, 
a certain Separation and Preparation is made, the 
Soap is rendred moft apt to drawto it felf and wath 
out all foulnefs and filths from Linen and other 
things: fo’indeed may Venom in a certain manner, 
by Antecedent Preparation be accommodated fo, as 
to be no more obi but a Medicament, it draws 
to it felf all other Poyfon,cafts it ont,and reftores 
the man to his priftine Purity and Health. 
' Now fince our Difcourfe hath led us fo far, and 
we have begun to open Nature fo much; that the 
pally Studious of Medicine (though hitherto i igno- 
ait of this) may clearly know, what Good or E- 
i il is latent in Nature, what is Venom and what 
is harmlefs 5 which is a thing hath not asyet been 
Found out by Doctors, by reafon of their own fupine 
fiegligence , ‘and that the Truth thereof may be 
demonttr ated and alfo confirmed, it will not be a- 
mifs to produce certain Experimental Examples , 
Which may difcover the Truth, and refute the falfe 
gs of others. Put an Egg, which in the 
Winter is congealed with Cold, into very cold 
Water, t! there letit lic for a due fpace of time, and 
tbe Ice will externally adhere to the Ege-fhell, but 
the Cold be extracted from the Egg it felf, and re- 
flored to its priftine vigour and intirenefs. ak 
dee ve k: . a . ` ` t 
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if any Member be benummed with Cold, let not 
the Patient neglect himfelf, but apply cold Snow- 
water round about, fo one Cold attracts the other, 
and the Member is reftored. On the contrary, if 
any One have a Member inflamed, let him apply 
to that Inflammation. an hot Matter, as for. Ex- 
ample, Spirit of Wine, which is mere Fire, or the 
Quinteflence of Sulphur, and he will in very deed 
find, that Heat is attracted by Heat, in a certain 
Magnetick manner, and like to rejoyce in like, and 
not only to aflwage the pain and heat of the infiain- 
ed Member, but abfolutely to reftore the fame to 
its priftine ftrength. 

Yet left this our purpofe fhould not be fully e- 
nough confirmed by Examples, I will alfo add an- 
other, by way of Supplement. Take Frog-Spawn 
in the Monethof Afarch, and laying it on a Board 
dry it in the Sun, when dry reduce it to Powder, 
and ftrew of this Powder, upon Wounds made by 
Venomous Vipers or Serpents , by this means 
fuch Wounds will be fo prepared, as they may be 
perfectly healed by other Medicaments applied 
thereunto. Or otherwife, if Linen cloaths be of- 
ten moiftned in Frog-Spawn, and as often dried, 
and that Linen cut into fmall pieces and applied 
to Wounds , they effect the fame, as the aforefaid 
Powder wouldhavedone. Butthat the very foun- 
dation of this Truth may more clearly be declared; 
take a venomous Toad, dry him inthe Sun, fhut 
him up in an Earthen clofed Pot , and by burning 
reduce him to Afhes; then having taken out the 
Afhes, and reduced the fame to Powder, apply of 
_ that Powder toa Wound made by Venom, and this 
Poyfon attracts the other Poyfon, and joyns it with 
it felf. Why fo,I pray? Becaufe by this Burning, 
which is the Calcination of the Toad, its interior 
Virtue is made manifelt, and efficacious for opera- 
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ting, fo, that Like can attract like, and efpecially 
Venom Venom, to it felf. Therefore firmly per- 
{wade your felf, that this Truth is infallible and 
iumutable, which I have here propofed to you and 
others by Example. ‘If any One affliéted with the 
Peft, do diligently obferve this, he will find the 
“Truth of thofe Things I have hereabove mentio- 
ned: the Afrum of Sol, and the Spirit of Mercury, 
miniftred ina Peftilential Seafon, preferve many. 
For the Spirit of Agrcury doth alfo.draw to it felf 
its own hke, and hath in it felf the Medicament, 
and attractive power of all venomous Difeafes. 
Yet fince the 47rim of Sol, from which (as from 
an operative and all vivifying Sun) all things in 
their kinds univerfally arife , therefore I deter- 
mine that in the potency of Gold, more than in 
All other Things, ‘is an Operating Nature; that is, 
In Its own Affrwm, whence both it felf, and all Me- 
tals and Minerals, in the Beginning , reccived 
their firít Nativity and Propagation of Generati- 
on. Touching which more may be faid, when I 
shall manifeft to you the Afrum of Sol, and com- 
mend the fame moft religioufly to your Confci- 
ence. 

` ` After the fame manner procefs is to be made with 
Antimony, which hath the fame Operations with 
corporal Gold; yet of the Aftrum thereof I now 
peak not. ForI know (faith Avtimony) it be- 
hoves me, before that, to fear and tremble; al- 
though in many principal Arcanums of Medicine, 
] far excel it, yet univerfally I am able to effect 
hone of thofe Things, which the Afirum of Sol 
(confirmed by the Veitimony of Celeftial Verity) 
js able to produce, The Affrum of ALrcury l 
omit, becaute I my felf have my defcent from the 
fame Original with it: but as to a Celeftial pene- 
trating pawer of Operating, I give the firft npr 
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of Dominion to the Arum of Sol. 

My Writings and Books, compofed by Experi- 
ence, properly follow and an{wer each to other ; 
as one Metal (as to its virtue) is obferved and e- 
fteemed by another,and muft by Fire be proved of 
what value itis. Sothefe my Sayings,or Writings, 
or Medicaments , ought to be brought into the 
“Schools, as tending to one Scope andEnd. Into 
‘the Schools, I fay, where Riches obtain to them- 
felves (as it were) an Hereditary place, and inftead 
of that take away allthe Honour, which is due to 
Vulcan only, who can beaft himlelf to be a Mafter 
in hisown Element of Fire. Which may be fhew- 
-ed by Example , and a true and manifeft Proof: 
When moft hard Steel is ftruck with an hard and 
folid Flirt, Fire excitesFire by vehement Commo- 
tion, and accenfion, drawing forth the occult Sul- 
phur, or the occult Fire is manifefted by that ve- 
hemert Commotion, and enkindled by the Air fo, 
as it truly and efficacioufly burns; but the Salt 
remains in the Afhes, and the Mercury thence takes 
its flight together with the burning Sulphur.* 


F You, who read this moft fimple Comparifon of Steel and a Flint, flack the 
Reins of your Admiration, and fivioufly ask your felf, whether there can be 
found out any way or Method, by which from this Stone and Cold Iron may be 
-éxtradied, a Subftance, of which one only Grain (but why do 1 Speak of a 
Grain ? ) of which the hundred part of a Grain can in avery fhort time 
Convert a great MaR of fome rude Matter, into the mof Splendid and mof pre- ` 
tious of all Things; yea, into Fire moft profitable for Mankind ? Tiss i 
poffible, and isdayly donz , when the fixed is made Volatile, and the Volatile 
again fixed. He that hath underftanding, lit him undiftand, and ceafe to 
difame the admirable virtues of Chynical works. 


So here alfo underftand, that Antimony ought in 
acertain Method fo to be handled, as its AL reury 
may be feparated from the Sulphur thereof, ina 
Natural Manner. Now . as Fire, which lies ab- 
fconded in Matter, unlefs ithe made manifeft, and 

can 
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can be demonftrated, is profitable for nothing, is 
not (as I may fay) tangible by the Hands, nor can 
it effect any thing to purpofe; fo Medicine can 
effect nothing that is excellent, unlefs it be firft fe- 
parated fiom its Grofsnefs , rectified and fodif- 
charged of Impurities, clarified and brought to 
Light by due Preparation , as is manifeft in all 
Things : for when Separation of the pure from 
the impure is made’, and all that is mountanous or 
terreftrial 1s fegregated from the pure Metal, then 
the defired Harveit is to be expected. Hence it 


is manifeft , that Fire can effect nothing, before it 


is in a certain manner opened and fet at Liberty, 
that it may operate. Therefore, to comprehetud 
much in few Words, I fay, this is the Condition of 
Antimony. Whatfoever is occult and abfconded 
from the Knowledge of the Vulgar, that injoys the 
Name and Honour of Art, viz. as long as it lies 
hid; but fo foon as it is difcovered and made ma- 
nifeft, Art hath end, and it becomes a Mechanick 
Work; asJ havemore thanonce declared in other 
of my Books. » 4 
A Bee fucks Honey from Flowers, with fuch Art 
as the Almighty hath infited in it, in which Honey 
is latent a Virtue, Juice, and Corrobozative Power, 
of which a Medicine is made, as is obvious to the 
Eyes of all Men. Now, from that Honey, of a 
{weet and moft pleafant Tafte, a violent Corrofive 
and prefent Venommay be prepared, which per- 
haps no man, unlefs he who hath learned it, will 


believe, no man certainly confiders this, unlefs he 


be adiligent Obferver. Yet for this Caufe Honey 
is not to be contemned , nor is it to befaid, that 
although it hath a moft grateful Sweetneis, yet it 
isa Corrupt Medicine , becaufe a Corrofive may 
be made of it: but it fhould rather be faid , that 
Corruption precceds from the Phyficians igno- 
z á l races 
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rance, Who knew not how duely to prepare it. 
Here I am Willing to teach the ignorant Phyfician, 
to free -him from the lift Judgment. For Honey 
is prepafed of the Superfluities of Brute Animals, 
By which the Grounds ahd Fields are fatned; in 
thofe Grounds arife Flowers, Herbs, Fruit-Trees 
‘of various kinds, from which the Bees fuck a moft 
froble Quinteflence : by.this is made the Alteration 
‘and Generation of one Thing into another’, viz. 
into Aliment of another Form and Tafte , which 
in no wife agrees with the former , and that is cal- 
led Honey.. Of fuch Honey is prepared a Food 
moft grateful, pleafant and fit for man , and for 
‘many Things moft profitable. Of the fame may 


Beatt. 

Therefore, do yon Searcher of Nature, of what 
Age, Sex, Fortune or Condition focyer, follow me 
aiid Nature. Iwill hew you the.Trnth, without 
any Mixture of fallity, drawn fromthe very Foun- 
dation. I will make you underftand , who pro- 
ceeds rightly, and who unadvifedly. I will teach 
you to {eparate the Good from the Evil, the High- 
eft from the Loweft. For of Antimony, if its Ve- 
nom be firft changed into Rentedy, is made a Medi- 
cine , which eradicates, and like Fire penetrates, 
prepares and by cocting confumes all Difeafes. 
Wherefore Antimony is firft to be prepared intoa 
true Store, which is the Quinteflence thereof; and 
becaufe, in its Operation it is altogether like unto 
Fire, (when reduced to its Coagulation) it fhall by 
me be named the Stone of Fire. When this Stone 
Of Fire is rightly prepared, as in the End of this 
Treatife I will further hew, its Medicinal Virtue 
confumes all noxious Humours, purifies the Blood 
im the higheft Degree, and performs all that may 
Pe effected by Aurum pótabile, 
i =z Therefore, 


ibe prepared a Poy{on moft hurtful to Man and ` 
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. Therefore, I pray you, my unexperienced Do: 
tor, who have neither learned my Preparation, nor 
conceived the Ufe, notto judge froma falfe Sufpi 
tion, and your own ignorant Thoughts ; but fet 
about the Work it felf, and learn how the Prepara- 
tion of Antimony ought to be made,how you fhould | 
further proceed with it,how its Venom is expelled | 
and feparated, and Salutary Medicine pofited inthe 1 
place of it, and exalted. When I fay *you fhall 

ave performed This, then at length will you be 
able to judge of the difference, and underftand 
thofe things, which before were very far remote 
from your Knowledge. 


* reve again the Author waxeth hot againft falfe Phyficians; but do you 
gerd on, and after this Heat be will give you a presitable Doftrine, which you 
may foon find is Aqua Fortis and Spirit of Wine. 


O you wretched and to be pitied ALedicafters, 
who painted with a Fucus, breath out I know not 
what Thrafonick, Brags , and pals over Mountains 
wanting Foundation, walking through Clouds in 
your own Thoughts, and know not where at length 
you fhall reft your Foot: you, I fay, I admonifh to 
confider what you will anfwer, in the Extream Judg- 
ment of the Sonof cO D. Seek, and when you 
have found, convert what you find to ufe, and fo 
performing your Office commit the Reft to GOD, 
who will give fuccefS, and never leave you deftitute 
of help. Butyou infamous men , more mad than 
Bacchanalian Fools,who will neither learn,nor foul 
your Hands with Coals, judge not left you procure 
Judgment to be pronounced againft you, which 
your Childrens Children may write down to your 
fhame in an undeleble Character. 

Every Phyfician ought above all Things to take 
Care, that he do neither lefs nor more, than pros 
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cure the Reftitution of Health loft, not inftituting 
his Curation contrary to Nature, or deviating from 
| her direct Intention. When Spirit of Wite is 
poured upon 472 Fortis a vehement Ebullition is 
made, and thefe two Natures will not eafily per- 
mit themfelvesto betogether ; but he, that knows 
$ how by Diftillation to conjoyn and unite them, ac- 

cording to the true Intention of Philofophers, he 
f may ufe them in many things for good. After 
$ the fame manner , Oyl or Liquor of Tartar, and 
Vinegar made of Rich Wine, act each upon other 5 
for they hate and fly from each other, as Fire and 
Water, although they proceeded from one and the 
fame Matter. ‘Therefore the Phyfician ought in 
a {pecial manner to be mindful, to underftand all 
Circumftances from the Sick very exactly, and con- 
fider the fame being underftood that in Curing he 
may ufe fuch Means, as are fit to remove the Difeafe, 
left the Patient be inmired by the Medicine. As 
for Example, when Iron is diilolved in Aqua fortis, 
if you fuddainly ponr Oyl of Tartar upon that So- 
lution, you fhall difficultly prefervethe Glafs from 
breaking; for the contrary Natures, like unto 
Gun-powder, take Fire, and break the Glafs. Of 
ail thefe Things, our Gown Doctors know nothing 
at all; therefore they have no other Defence for 
their Ignorance, than Silence only. 

You titular Doctors, youl fpeak to, who write 
long Scroles of Receipts: you Apothecaries, who 
with your Decoétions fill Pots, no lefs than Thofe 
(in Princes Courts) in which Meat is boyled for the 
fuftentation of fome hundreds of men: you, | fay, 
who hitherto have been blind, fuffer a Collyrinm to 
be poured into your Eyes, and permit them to be 
anointed with Balfom, that the moft thick skin of 
Blindnefs may fall from your Sight, and you behold 
the Tryth, as ina moft clear Glais. GOD grant 
l you 
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you Grace, that you may know his wonderful ` 
Works, and the Love of your Neighbour be root- 
ed in you, that you may fearch out true Medicine, 
which the Ruler of the Heavens hath, by his own — 
omnipotent hand , and his ineffable and eternal 
Wifdom, from above infufed in, impreffed on, 
and communicated to his Noble Creatures, for the 
Good of Mankind; whence man may find help in 
his greateft Neceflity, and Counfel for Health in 
his Difeafes. Why do you , miferable Worm of 
the Earth, and food of Worms, look fo intently 
on the Rind or Shell, and neglect the Kernel, be- 
ing unmindful of your Creator , who formed you 
according to his Image ; when as you ought to 
give thanks to him, and with diligent Study to 
fearch out his Works, exceeding Nature her felf? 
Return and look into your felf, there behold the 
Image of your own Ingratitude, that you may be 
afhamed of your felf, efpecially becaufe you have 
not fearched out thofe Things, which the moft — 
wife GOD, for the Good of Mortals, hath in- — 
fufed in his Creatures ; by knowing which, you 
might have offered unto him thie moft acceptable 
Sacrifice of Praife and Gratitude. y | 
But I will put an end to this Difcourfe, left my 
Tears (which I can fcarcely Keep in, from continu- 
ally falling from mine Eyes) fhould blot this my ` 
Writing , and whilft I deplore the Blindnefs of 
the World, I blemifh this Lamentation , which I 
would have kuown toall men. Jama manReligi-’ 
ous, incorporated in a moft holy Order, in which _ 
I will perfevere, as long as it fhail pleafe the Omni- 
potent GOD, to animate this miferable Body, 
with Vital Spirit : therefore I muft not write o- * 
ther things, or otherwife, than is agreeable to this 
State. But had I the Office of aʻSecular Judge, 1 
: would lift up my Voyce, and found á cranes in 
iwi t icip 
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their Ears, that thofe deaf men may hear, who 
hitherto would not acknowledge the Truth, but 
out of Ignorance, without Caufe, fally and flande- 
roufly perfecute, calumniate, contemn, difparage, 
7 meditate how they may totally fupprefs the 
ame. ° 
_ But thou, O Lord GOD, who dwelleft in the 
Higheft, whoart calledandtruly art the GOD of 
Reit, who fitting in the Supreme Throne of Ma- 
jefty , governeft Heaven and Earth, which thou 
haft created , who conferveft the Stars, and or- 
daineft the Courfe of the Firmament in its Moti- 
on according to thy Command , before whom all 
Creatures tremble, which are found in the Earth, 
or in Heaven, and the Infernal Spirits are aftonifh- 
ed with unexpreflable dread, be pleafed, I pray to 
hook down upon the Jranfactions of this moft.un- 
grateful World, and teach them inwardly to know 
thofe Things, which thou haft outwardly and vifi- 
bly propofed to the Sons of Men, that thou mayeft 
be prayfed in thy Throne, known in thy Verity, 
and adored in thy immenfe Majefty. As for my 
felf, lanunworthy and miferable man, give thanks 
unto thee, for thy great and infinite Giftsand Be- 
nefits of Riches and Health beftowed on me , and 
laud thy Majefty for ever for the fame. More, O 
my Father and Lord, I neither can, nor am able to 
defire in this perifhing World. 

Now, that we may write of Antimony , and be- 
gin our Difcourfe from the very Foundation , 
whence Antimony acquires its Empire , Triumph 
and Glory, by which it is exalted to perfect Opera- 
tion, we mutt before all Things difcover the cer- 
tain Original of its Root: how it is generated in 
the Earth, to the Dominion of what Stars it isfub- 
oe and what Elements have throughly dige- 

edit, and which they be, that have brought it to 
$ Maturity, 
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Maturity. Aatimony is no other than a Fume, of 
(as I may-otherwife call it) a Mineral Vapour , 
which is genited from above by the Stars, and af- 
terward by the Elements deduced and digefted to 
formal Coagulation and Maturity.- Here it is to 
be noted, that Artimony hath acquired its Effences 
Virtue, Power, Operation and Quality, from the 
fame Principle, Root and Eflence, whence Vulgar 
Mercury is produced; yet with more firm Coagu- 
lation, fo that it is brought to an harder Eflence; 
than the living or running Mercury of the Vulgar 
hath. The Reafon of this is, becaufe it hath alfu- 
med from the three Principles, alittle more of the 
Subftance of Salt, than Conimon Mercury. For 
although of ail the three Principles , it hath the 
leat part of Salt, yet it hath aflumed more of the 
Effence of Salt, than common Mercury, whence un- 
to it hath hapned fuch a Coagulation. Hardnefs 
in every thing is from Sait, which vulgar Mercury 
hath not. For it hath a very {mall part of Salt, 
but in it, in a fpiritual manner, is inited a certain 
more hot Sprit of Sulphur, theretore it alwayes 
flows, and cannot be bronght to Coagulation, un- 
lefs by the help of other Metallick Spirits, which 
endued with very great Virtues, are chiefly found 
inthe Metrix of Saturn, without which it carinot 
be fixed, unlefsby him, who poffefleth the Steae of 
Philofophers, by which its three Principles may be 
brought to a concordant Equality, and then it ac- 
quires fuch a Body, as will melt, flow, and abide the 
Hammer, like all other Metals: otherwife Mercu- 
ry isand will be fuid Mercury, until its volatility be 
this way taken away. Hence it is known, that all 
Animals and all Vegetables are too weak to fix Mer- 
cury into a malleable Subftance (as many have in 


yan endeavoured) becaufe all thefe have nota Me- | 


tallik Nature. Mercury, withis and without, is” 
no 
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no other than meer Fire; therefore it is not com- 
buftible by any Fire,-no Fire can apprehend it fo; 
as to alter its Eflence, but it fuddenly flies and re- 
folves it felf into an incombuftible Oyl Spiritually 3 
_orafter its fixation itremains fo invariable, as no 
ftrength or power of men is fufhcient again to al. 
terit. And whatfoever can now be made of Gold 
may then alfo be made of it by Art, becaufe after 
Coagulation it is altogether like Gold: forit with 
Gold hath one and the fame Root, Stock, or Pro- 
duction originally. . ae 

But fince I purpofe not in this place to difcourfe 
more largely of AZercury , and intend only fimply 
(yet truly) todefcribe the very Foundation of An- 
timony, from true and certain Principles, I will ceate 
to fpeak of Adzercury,and proceed to a further De- 
claration of Aztimony. . Yet, whatfoever I have 
propofed by way of Similitude touching AZrcury *; 
for an Introduction and further Confideration, is 
Not written in vain, or to no purpofe; but to the 
end, that the very Beginning of Antimony may be 
more clearly underftood, which (as I before fhewed) 
received its original, as it were Mercurialiy, with 
It. 


~- * which fo miferably perplexeth all the Students of this Art è whai au? 
| Mercury zs, which is the Matter of the Stone, which is found every where 
and in all Things, is here briefly and clearly manififted. Tnerefore our Author 
Bafilius doth not in Vain invite your Attention. All the Light 1 am able to 
add to this Clearnef, would rather odfcure, than ilusirate the fame: therzfores 
with him, I admonish you to attend. 


Wherefore moft diligently think onthis 5, often 
bear in mind, obferve and underftand, that all Mi- 
nerals and Metals together, in the fame Time, and 
after the fame manner , aud of one and the fame 
principal Matter , ate produced and genited, 
That Matter is mo other, than a meer, Vapour ; 

E whick 
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which is extracted from the Elementary Earth by 
the Superior Srars, as by a Sydereal Ditlillation o 
the Macrocofin: which Sydereal hot infution, with 
aa Airy-Sulphureous Property defcending upon In- 
feriors, foacts and operates, as in thole Metals and 
Minerals is implanted {piritually and invifibly a 
certain Power and Virtue, which Fume afterward 
refolves it felf in the Earth, into a certain Water, 
from which Mineral Water all Metals are thence- 
forth generated and ripened to their Perfection, 
and thence proceeds this or that Metal or Mine- 
ral, according as one of the three Principles ac- 
quires Dominion, and they have much or little of 
Sulphur and Salt, or an unequal Mixture of the 
weight of them, whence fome Metals are fixed 
that is, fome conftant and ftable, fome volatile and 

eafily mutable, as is feen in Gold, Silver, Copper , Iron, 
Tia and Lead. Befides thefe Metals, other Mine- 
rals alfo are generated or the three Principles, ac- 
cording to the Communication and Participation 
of the unequal weight of them: as are Vitriol, An- 
rimony, and many other Marchafites, or other E- 

ectrims, and Minerals, which for brevity fake we 
here omit. 

But Gold, in its Aftrum and Beginning was im- 
bibed with a much more perfect Sulphur , and a 
much more perfect Afercury , than all other Metals 
and Minerals, and therefore its operative Virtue is 

much more potent and more efhcacious, than the 
‘fire ms Of Other Metals: Yea, all Virtues whatf{o- 
ever are difperted in other Metals, and many more 
than them, are found in the Aftrum of Goldonly. 
Moreover | fay, when that one thing is brought to 
furtner Maturity by Fire, it contains more Per rfecti- 
on, than ail Metals and Minerals together. There 
is one only Mineral, of which 1 have often made 

mention already, in which i is found a Sulphur o 
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Sol, equally as {trong and powerful, yea more po- 
ent and more {trong, than in Gold it felf: {ò alfo, 
there are two kinds of Mctals found, in which this 
Predominancy powerfully Triumphs, of which at 
this time I hayc neither will nor difpofition to 
write; but I am willing to keep within che Bounds 
I have fet my felf in treating of the Effence of An- 
timony, touching which I purpofe now tofpeak. __ 
Therefore Antimony is a Mineral made of the 
Vapour of the Earth changed into Water, which 
Spiritual Syderal Tranfmutation is the true Aftrumn 
of Antimony; which Water, by the Stars firft, af- 
terward by the Element of Fire, which refides in 
the Element of Air, is extracted from the Elemen- 
tary Earth, and by Coagulation formally changed 
into a tangible Effence, in which tangible Eflence, 
(viz. whence Antimony is formally made) is found 
very much of Sulphur predominant , of Mercury 
not fo much, and of Salt the leaft of all three; yet 
it aflumes fo much Salt, as it thence acquires an 
hard and immalleable Mafs. The principal Qua- 
lity of it is dry and hot, or rather burning, of Cold 
and Humidity it hath very little init, asthere is in 
Common Mercury; in Corporal Gold alfo is more 
Heat than Cold. Thefe may fuffice to be fpoken 
of the Matter, and three Fundamental Principles of 
Antimony, how by the Archeus in the Element of 
Farth it is brought to perfection. . 
_ Yet the Lovers of Chymiffry fhould not think 
this Philofophick Reafon by me alleadged of ab- 
folute neceflity to them, nor need they be folici- 
tous to know, in what Center the Aftrum of Anti- 
mony refts, or from what Roct it flows; but fhould 
rather defire to learnthe Utility and ufe thereof; 
viz. which way it ought to be prepared ard re- 
duced to its State, that they may know its Virtue; 
Power; and Operation, touching which in times 
d, E 2 paft 
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paft fo many Things have been writtch, and to this 


States and Conditions. For the Learned, as well 
as the Unlearned hope to have their ardent and in- 
fatiable Defire fatished by This; therefore I will 
not detain the Reader with ambiguous Difcourfes, 
or tedious Delays, but fimply teach every Thing, 
which I by great Study and Diligence (which I have 
often imployed about Aztimony) could find out 
touching the Effence of Antimony. For no man, 
by reafon of the fhortne!s of Life, can know or 
{earch out all its Arcanmn’s: becaufe in Preparation 7 
of Antimony , one new Wonder follows another 
perpetually, one Degree fucceeds a former Pe- 
gree, Colour follows Colour, and one Virtue, Pow- 
er or Operation always manifelts it {clf greater 
than another. 

And, to begin here I fay, Autimony is meer Ve- 
nom, not of the kind of the leaft Venoms, byt fuch, 
as by which youmay dcftroy Men and Beatts, fo ve- 
nomous a power is diffufed through the whole 
Subftance of this Mineral. Hence arifeth the 
common Exclamation of all men. For the Peo- 
ple, unskilful Doctors, and all Thofe, to whom the 
ground of true Medicine is unknown, do with one 
mouth proclaim it Vezom, Venom ! Poyfon, fay 
they Vas my felf above confefled) lies in Antimo- 
ay. For this Caufeletusdiflwadeallmen from its 
ufe; forit endangers the Health and Life. There- 
fore Doéttors refident in Princes Courts, admonifh 
Monarchs, Princes, and other Potentates not t 
ule Antimony. Other Scholafticks cry out, Beware 
you in no wife admit _Azimony into Medicinal Ufe 5 
for it’s meer Poyfon: thefe the Inhabitants of Ct 
tiesand Villages follow. And this far fpread Cla 
monr fo moves the greateft part of Mortals,as Anti 
mony in thefe our Days is very ill fpoken of, andn 
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man dares put confidence in the Medicine thereof, 
which in it is found fo various and unexpreffible. 
For truly and holily Llaffirm (astrulyas GOD is 
the Creator of all things vifible, which are con- 
tained in Heaven or Earth, which either have 
come, Or intime to come fhall come unto our know- 
ledge) that under Heaven, or by the Rays of the 
Sun, withthe Guidance of Experience, can be 
found or demonftrated no greater Medicine, than 
is in this Mineral; yea, there is no Subject, in 
which fo fluently and abundantly can be found fuch 
moft certain Remedies tor Health, as fhall be de- 
clared (by fure and undeniable Experiments) to be 
in Antimony. 

Son, attend to this my Difcourfe, and do thou 
Reader give heed tomy Writings, and do you wife 
men of the World diligently obfervemy Declara- 
tionof Antimony founded on Experience. For my 
Theory arifeth from Nature, and my Praétice pro- 
ceeds from certain Experience , which fhews its 
manifold Utility, andinfinite Ways produceth the 
fame, not without the incredible Admiration of all 
men. But aflent to you, and confefs (as I have 
before acknowledged in my Writings) that Anti- 
mony at firft is meer Venom, and before Preparation 
hath nothing in or with it felf, but Poyfon; and 
that I affirm to be true. But you, whofoever you 
are, infignized or not infignized with the Degree 
of Dottor, Mafter, or Batcheler, whether skilful in 
Art, orby fome other Priviledge promoted; you, 
I fay, who fo inconfiderately and fo arrogantly 
without Truth exclaim , and prate againft me, 
pafe awhile, and forget not your own Argument, 
hear what I have hereto fay. Antimonyis Venom, 
therefore every One muft beware he ufe it not, 
No, that doth not follow Mr. Dottor, Batchelor, 
lor Mafter; it doth not follow, I fay, Mr. Doéior, 
e- E3 although 
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although you be proud of your Red Hat. Treacle 
is made of the moft perillous Venom of a Viper, 
which is called o#2 cov.whence alfo it had its Name 3 
therefore no man muft ufe it, for there is poyfon 
init. Doth this Confequence pleafe you ? How 
doth this my Doétrine like you? You hear, that 


after Preparation, no Venenofity is found in Anatis 


mony; for by the Spagyrick Art Antimony is con= 
verted from Venom into Medicine , no otherwife 
than as ofthe Venom ofa Viper is faid, which is con- 
verted into Treacle; but without Preparation you 
fhall find no Good in it, nor any thing of Medici- 
nal Help, but much lois and detriment. 

` Now, wholoever defires to become a Difciple 
of Asimony , he muft, after Prayer, and an earneft 
Invocation of GO D, betake himfelf to the School 
of Vulcan; forhe is the Mafter and Revealer of all 
Secrets. This Mafter is contemned by the Wife 
Men of the World, fet very light by and derided; 
becanfe they, by reafon of their own Negligence 
and Malignity, have learned nothing of him; and 
all Revelation, through their own Sloath, is impe- 
ded : for no Medicine was ever prepared without 
Vulcan , whatfoever thofe fenflefs mad men fhall 
bable andafirm to the Contrary. * i Í 
' But I will proceed to the Procefs and Preparati- 
on of Antimony; forl little valuethe Clamours of 
arrogant and {elf applauding men: let them make 
and bring to light any Work that can excel Anti- 
mony. itis well known to me, that of Aitimon 


may be made Medicines equal to Thofe, which are” 


in Gold and vulgar Mercury (1 except the Afrum 
Of Sol) for of this may be prepared Aurum potabile 
againít the Leprofie, of this may be made’Spirit of 
Mercury, the higheit Remedy again{t the French 
POX, of this other infinite Remedies may be pre- 
pared. If thofe Contemners cannot perceive and” 

; ‘underitand 
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underftand this, what wonder is it? None, becaufe 
they have notlearned it. No man cangive a found 
@ judgment of that, which he never learned. Let 
P the Afs, an Animal like them in itupidity be their 
Example, who cannot teach a Shepherd how to 
handle his Pipe, fo as to play an Harmonious 
Tune; becaufe he hath not learned. So, right 
| Judgement, with a folid Foundation cannet be given 
by aman, who before hath not bent his Studies 
that way , that from Writings he may be able to 
difcern what, in fuch a Bufinefs, is jut or unjuft. 
After the fame manner in this Faculty, what can be 
attributed to any of the Doétors , before he hath 
from Writings, and by his own proper labour ac- 
quired Knowledge ? 

Yet before! pafs to the Procefs it felf, fome One 
may perhaps interrupt and ask me, which way both 
Minerals and other Things receive their Venenofi- 
ty? What Venomis? Whence the Poyfon of eve- 
ry Thing hath its Orginal? How it may be taken 
away, alfo how fuch a Mineral may without peril 
fecurely be ufed for Health after evacuation of 
that Venom? To thefe Queftions I will briefly and 
clearly anfwer. The Infufion of Venom falls un- 
der a twofold Confideratiog, viz. Natural and Su- 
pernatural. 

The firft Reafon, why GOD the fupreme Lord 
of theStars, and the Maker of Heaven and Earth, 
hath propofed to us open Venom, efpecially in Mi- 
nerals , is, that by this his Ordination he might 
fhew to us his Wonders and powerful Works, for 
diftinctionof Good and Evil, as in the Law he pre- 
{cribed to us the Knowledge of That, which lics 
as a Duty on us to do, viz. to Choofe the Good and 
Ef{chew the Evil. So alfo the Treeof Life in Pa- 
radife was propofed , its right ufe tended to 
Good,but its abufe brought the Fallto Evil, for by 
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that GO D’s Command was broke, whence proceed- 
ed Deftruction and all Evil. This is the firft Reafon. 
` A Second Reafon is, that by this we might com- 

prehend and underftand the Diftinction between 
Evil and Good, and at length learn to exterminate 
Malice and repofit Goodnefs in its place. For 
GOD wiiis not , that man fhould perifhand be de-4 
{troyed, but that ‘he fhoulddepart from Evil, and) 
come to amendment of Life, that Deftruction may 
be driven far away from his Soul. So, to Us his 
Creatures, with wonderful Conveniency hath he 
proy ofed Good and Evil, which is found both in the 
Precept of the Word,aud in the Work of the Crea- 
ture;that we may choofe what is profitable and good 
for Health, and {hun what is evil and pernitious. 
~ Thirdly, Venom is alfo made by the Stars, when 
contrary Oppofitions and Conjunctions of them 
happen, by whichthe Elements are Infected fo, as 
they become the Caufe of Peftilences, and other 
Venomous Difeafes in this World: which alfo is 
tobe underftood of Comets, l 

Fourthly; Venom is made from Things repug- 
nant each to other, as when any One inkindles a 
deadly Pcy‘on in himfelf, by Anger or Sadnefs; 
alfo when amen drinkébeing above meafure hot. 

Fifthly, among Venoms may benunibred Wea- 
pons, with which any One isflain, then the Abufe 
of Armsis Venomto that mat. But when any One 
ufeth Arms, for the juftand unblamable defence of 
his Body, to which end they were invented, then 
they may be accounted a certain kind of Medicine. 
`- Laftly, tne Canfe of Venom may be demontftrated 
by Nature, in this manner: whatfoever Nature re- 
ilts is Venom, and that becaufe it fights againft Na- 
ture. As when any one eats fuch Food, as his Sro- 
mach cannot bear, then that Feod is Venomto him; 
for it is repugnant to Nature: on the Bca 
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| if any One cat fuch Food, asis Friendly to his Sto- 
mach, to him that Food is Medicine. 

But Venom is principally attracted to Bodies in 
the Earth, whilft they are a certain Mercurial Ef- 
fence (now I fpeak of the Venom of Minerals ) 
which yet is inan immature, crude, and not well 


digefted Form, which is repvgnant to Nature,and - 


difficultly digefted, becaufe fuch a Mercurial Ef- 
fence is not yet perfect, well digefted to Maturity, 
therefore it pafleth through the whole Body, asa 
crude , immature, undigeftible Mineral. As if 
crude Corn fhould be eaten by men, that would be 
fo dificult to be digefted by the Stomach, as a nota- 
ble debility of the Body would follow. For the 
natural Heat is too weak to deduce that to a due 
Concoction and Perfection. Corn, which receives 
its Maturity from the Fire of the Great World, 
muft afterward bethroughly co¢ted by the Minor 
Fire, that it may be digefted by the Microcofm. 
As before we faid, touching the boyling of Flefh 
to Maturity; fo here the fame is to be underftood 
Of Antimony, which being yet crude, and not 
throughly codted in the Earth to fixednefs, the 
Stomach of Man (as I may fo fpeak) is too weak to 
bear it, or retain the fame, as by certain Experience 
is rranifefted, viz. that all Catharticks, whether Mi- 
nerals, Animals or Vegetables, are venomous, be- 
caufe of a certain Mercurial volatile Matter {till 
predominaut inthem; which volatile Spiritis the 
Caufe why other things, which are in man, are ex- 
pelled: uot that by this Meens the Root it felf of 
Difeafes is laid hold on, which only is effected by 
the fixednefs of every Medicine. Forevery Medi- 
cine throughly fixed, fearcheth out fixed Difeafes, 
and eradicates them 3 which Purgers not fixed can- 
not do, but they do only as it were carry. a- 
way fome Spoy] fiom Difeafes, or they may be 
- compared 
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compared to Water.which driven by force throug] 
a Street Penetrates not the Earth it felf. Fixe 
Remedies purge not bythe Inferior Parts,becanfe 
that is not the familar way of Fxpelling fixed 
Venoms, and that way they would not touch the 
Kernel (asI may call it. or Center of the Difeafe 5) 
but by expelling Sweat, and otherways they {trike 
at the very inmoft Root of the Dileafe, not cons 
tented with a certain fuperficial Expulfion of Filths. 
Therefore we often admonifh all and every One, 
that all venomous Impurity is totally to be taken 
away from Aztimony, before it can either be, or be 
calicd fucha Medicine, as may fafely be given. For 
this Caufe, the Good muft be feparated from the 
Evil, the Fixed trom the not fixed, and the Medi 
cine from the Venom with accurate diligence, if 
we hope by the Ufe of Antimony to obtain true 
Honour, and true Utility, but Fire only can ef 
fect that. For Vulcan is the fole and only Mafter 
of all Thefe. Whatfoever the Vicavin the Great= 
er Orbe leaves crude and perfects not, that in the 
Lefler World muit be amended by a certain other 
Vulcan , ripning the Immature, and cocting the 
Crude by Heat, and feparating the Pure from the 
Impure. That this is poflible no mandoubts; for 
dayly Experience teacheth the fame, and itis very 
apparent inthe Corporal Afpect of Colours,which: 
proceed from the Fire. For by Separation and 
Fire, which perfect Fixation, Venenofity is taken 
away, and a Change is madeof the Evil into Good, 
as we have already faid. Therefore Fire is the 
Separator of Venom from Medicine, and of Good 
from Evil, which is a thing, that None of the Phys 
ficians cither dares or can truly and fundamentally 
own, or demonftrate to me, unlefs he who hath” 
firmly contracted Friendthip with Vilcan , and ind 
{tituted the firy Bath full of Love, by which the 
Spoufe, 
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Spoufe , being throughly purged from all Defile- 
ment, may legitimately lie down with her Bride- 
groom in the Marriage Bed. : 

Fie upon the Acutenefs of the Worldly Wit 
of thofe, who neither underftand, nor are willing 
to endeavour to underftand thefe my Writings. 
If you did know, what is called fixed, and what not 
fixed, and what it fignifies to feparate the Pure from 
the Impure, afluredly you would purpofely forget 
many Things, and omitting other vain Works, 
would follow me only. For in me (Antimony {peaks 
of him(elf) you will find A&rcury, Sulphur and Salt, 
then which Nothing is more Conducible for the 
Health of men. ` Agercuryis in the Regulus, Sulphur 
inthe Red Colour, and Salt in the remaining black 
Earth. He that can feparate thefe, and again unite 
them in a due manner, according to Art, fo as Fix- 
ation may bear Rule, without Venom, he may re- 
joyce with Honour and Truth ; becaufe he hath ob- 
tained the Srone of Fire whichmay be prepared of 
Antimony for the Health of Mortals, and for Tem- 
poral Suftentation with parcicular profit. For in 
Antimony you may find all Colours, Black, White, 
-Red,Green,Blew,Yellow,and more other mixt Co- 
lours, than can be believed, all which may be fepa- 
rated apart, and known particularly, and fingularly 
‘applied to ufe; according as the Artift intends, fuch 
an Ordination is to be inftituted. 


Therefore now will I diftinctly declare , how 


Medicine is to be prepared, Venom to be expelled, 
Fixation to be fet about, and a true Separation to 


be made, by which the Evil may be fubdued and de- - 


prefled, and the Good triumph and be taken into 
ufe. Jn the meanwhile, let the Lover of Art con- 
fider, that every of the other Metals may be com- 
_ pared to every of the Pretious Stones; but this 
only contains univertally the Virtues of all pe è 
e ui wic 
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which thofe Colours, which it gives forth and ex: 
hibits tothe Sight from it felf inthe Fire, do fufh- 
ciently demonitrate. Its Tranfparent Rednefs is 
afligned to the Carbuncle, Ruby, and Coral; its 
Whitenefs , to the Diamond and Cryital; its 
Blew Colour, tothe Saphire; Green, to the Em- 
rald; Yellow, to the Jacinth; its Black , to the 
Granate, which Stone contains in it felf a certain 
Blacknefs occultly abfconded. But as to Metals, 
the Black is afligned to Saturn, the Red to Iron, the” 
Yellow to Gold, the Green to Copper, the Blew 
to Silver, the White to Mercury, and its mixture 
of various Colours is attributed to Jupiter. But 
as allthe Colours of all Metals and Precious Stones 
are clearly found in Antimony; fo alfo all the pow- 
ers and Virtues of Medicine are no lefs fhewed in 
it, than the Colours aforefaid: but to educe from 
it all thefe Colours is not the Labour of one man. 
For our Life is circumfcribed with Limits more 
ftrait, than will permit one man by his Labour 
throughly to learn whatfoever Nature keeps con- 
cealed and abfconded in her Bofom. In one cer- 
tain way of Preparation, from Antimony by diftil- 
lations is drawn forth an Humour acid and fharp, 
like true perfect Vinegar. Another way is prepa- 
red a fhining Red Colour, {weet and favoury, as pu- 
rified Honey or Sugar. Another way, a Worm- 
wood liike Bitternefs proceeds therefrom, other- 
wife, a certain Acrimony, like fome Salt-Oyl: thus 
always one Nature follows another. Again, by 
Sublimation it is driven to the Olympick Moun- 
tains, like a flying Eagle, red, yellow and white.” 
Alfo forced down by Defcent, it yields divers Co- 
lours and Preparations : alfo by Reverberation, 
of itis made a Metal, like common Lead. Like- 
wife a tranfparent Glaf, red, yellow, white, black, 
and endewed with other Colours: all which not- 
AA withftanding, 
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with{tanding, ate not fafe to be ufed in Medicine, 
unlefs they be firft proved by another Examen. 
Alfo it is refolved into rare and wonderful Oyls, 
which are various and manifold, fome of which are 
made perfect with Addition, others without mixti- 
on of any other things; fome likewife are taken 
inwardly, others only outwardly applied to com- 
mon Ulcers, and Wounds. It fupplies us with fo 
many feveral Extractions, varied with fo many Co- 
fours, as it would tire a Delphian Apollo to defcribe 
them all; but indeed, all the Mutations of its Na- 
ture , which are difcovered through the Gate of 
Fire, it by its own Oracles will beft unfold. Of it 
is made living Mercury, and Sulphur which burns 
like common Sulphur, fo that of that Gunpowder 
might be made. Of itis madea true and natural 
Salt; and many other things are prepared of the 
fame: 

Therefore we begin to {peak of the Preparations 
thereof, asof its Effence, Magiftery, Arcanum, E- 
lixir , and particular Tinélure, in which you muft 
imploy all diligence and Care; efpecially when I 
fhall in my Writings declare to you the Stone of 
Fire, and its Preparation, together with other va- 
rious Secrets and Arcanums , which indeed are 
fcarcely at all known to the World; and which 
have been little regarded, fince the Egyptians, Ara- 
bians and Chaldeans dyed, who profefled thefe Arts : 
of which notwithftanding the ufe is very great, 
for fearching out the very Fountain of true Medi- 
cine, and allother Works pertinent thereunto. 

Now diligently mind, and with profound Me- 
ditation confider all the following Preparations , 
one fucceeding another, as I fhallrevealthem. For 
there is no One inferted, which hath not its fingu- 
lar Utility, but every of them is ufeful, according 
as ordained in its State. A fixed Medicine of An- 

| timony, 
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timony, expels fixed Difeafes and eradicates them; 
but Antimony not fixed, as when it is crude and not 
prepared , opens and purgeth the Stomach only,” 
but toucheth not the Root of the Difeafe. There- 
fore I will fet about the Preparation of all, that ap- 
pertains to Antimony, and difcover all the Keys of 
its Preparation, which now (as by a new Nativity) 
are brought to Light, and revealed by Fire, in th 
fame ftate, to which they were ordained by GO 
their Creator. This unlocking and preparing of 
Mineral Antimony is performed by divers Methods 
and Ways, by the difpofure and governance of the 
Fire, with manifold labour of the Hands , whence 
proceeds the Operation, Virtue, Power and Co- 
lour of the Medicine it felf: And fince Antimony 
to the Afpect prefents a crude black Colour, mixed 
with a little whitenefs, I will firft fpeak of its de- 
{tructive alteration, which confifts in Culeination and 
Incineration, and that is thus made. 

Take Hungarian or other Artimony , the belt 
you can get, grind it, if poflible, to an Impalpable 
Powder ; this Powder {pread Thin all over the 
Bottom of a Calcining Pan, round or fquare; 
which hath a Rim round about, the height of two 
Fingers thicknefs ; fet this Pan into a Calcining 
Fornace,and adminifter to it at firft avery moderate 
Fire of Coals, which afterward increafe gradually : 
when you fee a Fume beginning to arife from the 
Antimony, ftir it continually with an Iron Spatula, 
without ceafing, as long as it wall give forth from 
it felf any Fume. Ifin Calcining, the Asrimony 
melt, or concrete into Clots, then remove it from 
the Fire, and when cold again reduce it to a fubtle 
Powder, and as before calcine it, continually ftir 
ring as we faid , until no more Fume will aicend, 
If need be repeat this Operation fo often and fo 
long, as until that Avtimony put into the Fire, wil 

neither 
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either fume, nor concrete into Clots, but in Co- 
lour refemble White and pure Afhes: Thenis the 
alcination of Antimony rightly made. 

Put this Æatimony thus calcined into a Gold- 
miths Crucible fet in a Fornace, and urge the Fire 
vith Bellows, or put it into a Wind-Fornace, ad- 
miniftring fuch Fire, as the Antimony may flow, like 
lear and pure Water. Then, that you may cer- 
tainly and infallibly prove , whether the Glafs 
made thereof be futhciently cocted, and hath ac- 
guired a tranfparent Colour, puta long rod of Iron 
cold into the Crucible, and part of the Glafs will 
ick to the Iron, which with an Hammer ftrike 
ff, and hold up againft the Light, to fee whether 
it be clear, clean and tranfparent ; if fo, it is well, 
and perfectly mature. : 

Here let my Reader, unlearned and but a Begin- 
ner in Art, know ‘for I write notto men skilled in 
this Art, who have often experienced the powers 
of the Fire, but to Candidates, Tyro’s, * andthe 
itndious Difciples of the Spagyrick, Science be- 
caufe to make Glafs of Axtimony is a thing com- 
mon, and well known to many) know, I fay, that 
every Glafs, whether made of Metals, Minerals, 
gor any other Matter, muft be throughly coéted in 
Fire to due Maturity, that it may have a clear and 
tranfparent Colour, and be apt tor further Prepa- 
ration to Medicinal ufe : which tranflucid and pure 
Maturity Vulcan only effects in his fecret and hid- 
@jen Nature. Therefore, let every man know, con- 
‘ider and retain this. 


= * Rightly doth Bafilius fy, he writes to the Tyro’s of tbis Arts becaufehe 
gins with the Glafs of Antimony, that is, from the very Rudiments of Chy- 
miftry, and fo accurately teacheth to make that, as no man how ignorant foever 
an be deceived therein : yet the Ancients have not feldom experienced , how 
often they have erred in the Praxis, for fuch Ihave written thefe Commenta- 
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ries. For me, let every One pleafe himfelf in his awn writings : furely I 
think I have offered fomewhat, which Pofterity will always thank fully accepts 
For although I did for feveral years most diligently read Bafilius and other 
Mafters of the Art of Arts, and in Labouring followed them, as exattly as poffi- 
bly I could, yet I committed fo many Errors (the remembrance of which fills me 
with Horror) loft fo much Money, and was fo often conftrained to amend thole. 
Errors with Labour, as I bave compaffion of all Thafe, who would enter into this’ 
way, incited thereunto by their earneft defire to help thecr Neighbours: for Ihave 
no refpect to Others, who aim at nothing but Riches, and would make fo nobl 
an Art fubfervient to Avarice , the worft of all Vices; let them fustain th 
dammage they deferve to fuffer. . But do you, who are endusd with a more no 
ble Spirit, Firft {eek the Kingdom of GOD, which is either conftituted of 
propagated by Charity to your Neighbour, and all other Things, which other 
men fo impionfly fek, fhall fpontazeoufly (which is the Bounty of GOD) be 
added to you. Inced toufe no great Arguments to pevfivade any man to Yea 
thofe Commentaries; for every Ones own Bafinefs will fufficiently admonifh 
him, when he {ball fee me often with oneword, and a moft fimple Animad verfiow 
to fave him fo great Charges, which he hath too frequently beftowed in laboura 
tng without firccefs. Ido here candidly profefto thee, findious Reader, had the 
Manual Operations been as fincerely thewed to me, as I bere open them, 1 fhomlt 
have faved a great Sum of Money; for I very often erred, when I would over 
eagerly profecute certain Procefies of others, and by that vain endeavour, loft 
Some Thonfands of Florens, Vet I feldome rwice repeated any of thefe Operates 
ons, which our Author (moft fincerely and openly, of all that I know) bath im 
this Bookinfevted. Ifball not here inftitute a Tyrocinium of Chymiftry, as 
other Authors, well known to young Beginners, have already done; bat Iam 
willing, by Admanition to help thof2, who long fince could loofe this Subjett 
from its Bonds, and with moft fervent defire defigr to arive to the Goal expofed 
to their Eyes and Mind, leaft either flippery Blood in the vay, or Entellus now 
lying proftrate, fhould hinder them from gaining the propofed Reward, which i 
Riches and Health. 


When in the Method we have taught, your 472 
timony is converted ito Gla{fs, take a Platter or 
Difn made of Copper, which is fmsoth and broad 
heat it hotatthe Fire, otherwife your Matter will 
flie out; then pour in the fluid Matter as thin as 
you can, and you will have pure, yellow , tranfpa 
rent Glafsof Autimony. This is the beft way o 
preparing Glafs of Antimony per fe, without addi 
tion, and this Glafs, above all others, is endewed 
With the greatelt Virtue and Power, which it 1 

: l nifelts 
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ifefts after its further Preparation. This is by 
me called Pure Glafs of Axtimony. * 


* This is now the Common, and well known way of making Glaf of Antis 
ony, which is profitable in many Operations : but to admenifter it fo to the 
Sich without Diftinflion, isawork full of danger and peril. It indeed fuc- 
eedshappily but this cafual or accidental health of fome, is not of fo great mos 
ent, as therefore to expofe the Life of one manto Peril, For Ihave feen a Sick 
an, who after he had taken but half an ounce of the Infufion, vomited and 
wrged above meafure, and foon after died. Hence are thofe Tears, hence thofe 
clamours avi(e agsinft Chymifts, as if the impious ralhneg of fome falfe Chy- 
mifts were to beimputed tothe Art, which Pleudochymifts care not how many 
Houfes they fill with Funerals, pravided one or two that are healed will blaze 
heir Fame, and they can hear themfelves called Dottors, and rob the fimple of 
heir money. ‘The veafon of this great danger is , becaufe all the Emetick force 
if Antimony contacted in the fixed Salt thereof, in which refides all its Venes 
softy, which weak Natures cannot overcome, and therefore receive not fo much 
rood from the Salutiferous virtue thereof, as hurt from its Venom. But this 
bing thould not deter found men from the ufe of Antimony , fince they fee it, 
ven then when mixed with Venom , often to produce falatary Effects. They 

hould rather this reafon: if that falutiferous Virtue be freed from the Noxious 

acuity , what Good would it not do, or what Difeales would it not beat? 

therefore, bebold I here offer to you {uch Gla of Antimony, as I my felf ule 

fier a may be ufed ly every man, without any danger of a mortal Cata- 

rophe. 

Tabe pure Gla? of Antimony, made as Bafilius here teacheth, melt it in a 

crucible, and keep it in flux fo long, as until a third part be confumed. Then 

tt it cool, and grind the fame to an Impalpable Powder, upon which pour Spia 

it of Wine highly vetified, until it ftand three fingers above the Powder; 

lofe the Veffel firmly, and circulate the Matter for three Moncths 5 then by 

Diftillation abftract the Spirit of wine, or if it be tinged with Rednef, (which 

uways willbe, if you have rightly operated) only pour it offs and keep it apart, 

oy st is an excellent Medicine. Toe remaining Rady put into a Crucible, per- 

nit it to flow, and then caft it into what Forms you will. For it can affume 

hatfosver Shapes you will have it, which may be fet in Rings, and worn on 

De Hind. But its Medicinal ufe is thus. 

Put tiis Glaf for one Night in two ounces of Cold wine, and inthe Morning 
gt the Sick drink that Wine, and you will find very good fuccefs; for it purg- 
th kindly, and if Nature incline to bring the Matter upward, it performs that 
hion moderately , caufing gentle omits. Only Note this : the pre{evibed Defe 

aft be diminished, according to the Strength, Age and Constitution of the Sick. 

dite, Reader , candidly accept of this my firft Admonition offered to thy felj; 
nd expect ta find more, if you willingly and intently peraje the ajter follow. 
ng» 
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For there are other Glafles prepared of Antimo- 
ay, by Addition of Borax and other things, inthis 
manner. 

Take of Crude Antimony one part, of Venetian 
Borax two parts; putthefe together into a Cruci- 
ble, which fetting the Velel in a’ Wind-Fornace, 
or urging the Fire with Bellows, caufe to flow, 
that they may be well and perfectly mixed toge- 
ther, afterward pour ont the Mixture into a Pan, 
or Difh of Copper made hot, as thin asis poilible, 
as before was {aid in tlie Superior Preparation, and 
you will find your Astimony fair and tran{parently 
clear, *like a Pyropwsor Ruby, provided you ob- 
ferve the due and accurate Method, Operating as 
you ought, in Governing the Fire. 


* The Caution, te which our Author hire afcribes the Succefs, is that you 
ufe a moft firong Fire, fuch as isrequived for melting of Gold : for without 
this you cannot acquire the Reanefs of a Pyropus. 


The Rednefs may be abftracted from this Red 
Glafs, with Spirit of Wine *, and by long conti- 
nucd Circulation in Fire, be perfected, and rendred_ 
amoft excellent, profitable and efficacious Medi- 
cine. 


* Not with common Spirit of Wine, bne with Philofovbich Spirit, which 
for extealting ehis Tinéture, I thus prepare. 

Take of Sal-Armonsack thrice fublimed 311i), Spirit of Wine, difsiled upe 
on Salt of Tartar fe, as it may be papiy dephlegmated : put them togethir in 
4Vhialwhich place ih heat of Digit on toe Spirit may fully imbibe the Sulphur 
oy Féve of theSal-Armoniack 3 then ci Hil the mixture vy Alembich thrice, and 
yor wi have atras Menftruum, wlerarith to Extract that Rednefs from the 
Gis Antimony. 

difa th: TinGhire of this Glaf is extracled with its proper Vinegar, and by @ 
faiie Cpsvation és porf.lled, and becomes amot excellent Medi smuent. 


But a tranfparent white Glafs of Antimony, af 
ter COMMIX1ON ,ı ereot, is prepared in this mar 
ner. Take 
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Take Antimony beat or ground {mall one part; 
Venetian Borax very pure four parts: put thefe, 
| weil mixed together, into a Crucible, and caufe the 
“Mixture to flow well. Art firit indeed it wiil be yel- 
low, but if it Cand longer in Fire, the yellownefs, 
vanifheth, the Matter receives a white Colour, and 
“thenceforth becomes a fair and white Glaf. 
Whether this Colour be bronght to perfect Matu- 
rity, you may prove with a cold iron, as above is 
faid. Many other ways,of Azrimony may be form- 
ed Glafles * confifting almoft of Infinite Forms. 


_ * Let him who defires to prevare more Glaffes of Antimony , confult Be- 
Quinus, Hartman, Crollius, and other Authors 5 we here acquiefte inthefe pro» 
pofed by Bafilius. 


But fince my purpofe here was not to defcribe 
other Glatles, then 1 my felf had experienced, and 
Which manifeft happy iuccefs in Healing, | judged 
| it unneceflary to wafte Paper in detcribing them, 
or by a tedious difcourfe to weary the Reader ; 
efpecially fince, unto you is already in part propo- 
fed the principal Colour (viz.the Red) which is 
found in Glafs made of Avtimony. The black Co- 
lour, which Aztimony had before Preparation, is 
Now in a Spiritual manner Rown up the Chimney ; 
Decaufein fuch a Spiritual manner, very much of 
the Venomous Subftance had lefet it before, through 
the Expulfive force of the Fire, as by Calcination. 
Yet becaufe in this Preparation all the whole Ve- 
Nom isnot taken away fromthe Glafs of Astimony. 
@ but it {till retains very much thereof, I am willing 

(now { have begun) further toreveal to you,wnich 
Way the Venom may wholly be removed from this 
Glafs , and another Separation of the Pure from 
the Impure, of the Venom from the Medicine, be 
mnftituted ; by which the Tongue of the Oraror 
will be loofed, and eccafion given to him of largely 
| F a expret- 
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exprefling my Praifes , and publifhing the fame, as 
with a great Sound, through all Parts of this Infe- 
riowr Orb: which will be a neceflary Confequence 
of the Gratitude of my Difciples, when they hall 
fee withtheir Eyes, touch with their Hands, and 
with their Underftanding comprehend , that I to 
their great profit, have declared to them the very 
Truth, withour Deceit, and made them the Heirs 
of a memorable Teftament. 

Therefore the firft Separation of the Sulphure 
from its Body, and the Extraction of the Tincture 
from its Salt, is performed in this manner. Take 
pure Glafs of Antimony, as I taught you to make it, 
withoutthe adjunction of any other Thing, Grind 
it to fubtle Powder * impalpable as Flower ; 


* what 1 here fhal advife is fhort , but very profitable , without which 
what the Author appoints cannot be dane, nor by beating oy grinding in a Mor- 
tar can you ever bring the Body to a requifite finencfs, much lefs xpon a Porphyry 
Stone can you grind the fame. Therefore firfi beat it ina Mortar, afterward 
mix it with diftiled Vinegar, that it may have the Conjiftency of a foft Pap- 
like matter, and fo grind it upon a Porphyry Stone, as Painters grind their Co- 
lous, and undoubtedly you will obtain yonr defire. 


Which Powder put intoa Glafs witha Plain flat 
bottom, called a Cucurbit, and there pour upon it 
{trong Vinegar wellrectified: then fet the Vedlel in 
a Digeftive Fire, or if ithe Summer, expofe it to 
the Sun, ftirring it twice or thrice* aDay, and fo 
long digeft it in that temperate heat, as until the 
Vinegar contrata Yellow Colour inclining to Red- 
nefs, like the Colour of moft clean and well puri- 
fied Gold. 


* Tho art happy, if thou canf be wife by my Dammage, O Lover of Art. 
I evaétly followed this [hort Admonition, flirring the Cucurbit twice or thrice 
a Duy, but the Matter was alw: ys coagulated like a Stone, and ftuck fo firmly 
to the bottom, as it conid by no orèr be removed therse: but afterward, being 


Then 
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morewary, fromthe very fir 1 begun to [tirthe Matter with 4 Wooden Spatula 
five or fix times a Day, ov oftner 5 you may imitate the fame, if you be wife, 
not only bere, but alfo in the Superior Preparation of Antimony , and in every 
Extraftion of Tintture from Antimony. 


Then pour off this clear and pure Extraction, 
and pour on frefh Vinegar, and repeat the Opera- 
tion, aslong as the Vinegar is tinged, and untilno 
more Tincture can be extracted. Filter all thefe 
Extractions mix’d together , and put them intoa 
Glafs Body, with its Head annexed, and by B. AL 
diftil off the Vinegar; until in the Bottom remain 
a Yellow Powder, .inclining toRednefs. Upon this 
Powder pour diftilled Rain-water often times, and 
as often diftil it off again, ftill pouring on frefh 
diftilled Rain-water. Repeat this labour fo long, 
as until the Powder remain Sweet and * grateful. 


* Our moft fincere Author here deceives you not, but conceals A ceyvtain Mae 
nual Operation, which if you attend to me clearly défcovering the Jame, the 
Work it felf will never fail to Anfwer your defre. If youbave much Tincture, 
you muft have a great Cucurbit; if Little, a lefs wall ferve, For. if you take 
a greater Veffel, than your Tincture requires, the Vinegar muft neceffarily have 
å greatiy Fire tocaufe it to afcend, by veafon of the height it muft nnavoidably 
vife, or it cannot be diftilled 3 and in fuftaining fo forcible a Fire, there is 
great danger of Corrupting the Tincture it felf. Here alfo is required another 
Caution 5 viz. this, after two thirds are diftilled off , you muft change your 
Viffil, and put theremaining Matter intoa lefs Glafs Body, and thence diftell off 
the Vinegar , until the Remanency acquire the jufl thicknefs of aPoultis. Alfa 
take heed, as Bafilius feems to intimate, that you déftil not off the Vinegar, 
unto drynefs, left the Tincture by Aduftion be wholly corrupted. 

Notwithftanding all This my own Precaution now given, 1 could not choles 
but labour a whole year to little purpofe, often repeating this Tincture with a 
vain endeavour, whence I was almoft as often weary of Chymiftry through, 
defpevation 5 for my Tinélure was of noefficacy in Medicine; becaufe a meer 
Caput-mortuum only, anfavoury and of no value. Hence confider, how little 
any Proce(s profits, whether fet down in Writing, or received from a Friend by 
word of moth, unlels you fèt to your hand, and practically learn every par- 
ticular of the Work fit to be abferved in operating. Alfo fee, how liberilly ¥ 
deal with you, in yevealing that, the ignorance of which hath put me to great 
trenble axd charge. Toe manual Operation, which is requifite for edulcorating 
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this Pap-like Matter remaining in the bottom, is this. upon this Matter pour 
diftilled Water, and gently abftraét the fame by Balneo. mben you have re- 
peated this athird time, you wik find the water to come off frveet 5 which time 
muft be obferved with very great diligence. For if you be deceived in that, 
your Hork is at an end, all your labour lot , and you hall get nothing , but a 
Caput Mortuum. For as foon as lwenty, or at moft thirty drops of {weet 
water come forth, an Acidity appears again and diftils forth, which the xn- 
wary judging to be an Acidity of the Vinegar formerly added, proceed in di- 
Dilling , expetting the water to come forth jweet 5 but tbis being the Acidity 
of Antimony, which (the Vinegar being extracted) immediatly follows the 
Sweet Water,that perfiling to diftél deflroys the whole Virtue of the Antimo- 
ny, and leaves nothing remaining but an unfavoury Caput-mortuum, There- 
fore be thou more wary, and as foon as this Swert water comes forth, ceafe todi- 
fiil, and take out the Pap-like Matter vefiding in the Botton, and putting that 
into another Glafs, permit itto dry at the Solar-Heat; or elfe evaporate all its” 
moylture with moft gentle Five, that it may remaina dry Powder: and wher 
you have avoyded this danger, then go on. 


“ This Powder grind upon a Marble or Glafs, firft 
made hot, then put itin a Glafs Body, and pour 
upon it of the beft rectified Spirit of Wine, fo much 
as will ftand above itthrec Fingers thicknefs: then 
fet it ina Digeftive heat, as above, for extracting 
the Tixtlure of Animony, which will be high colour- 
ed and pleafantly red to amazement; and it will 
depefit a certain Earth, or feculency in the bot- 
tom. 

‘ This Extrattion is fweet, grateful, and fo very 
efficacious in Medicine, asno man, that hath not ex- 
perienced the fame , will give credit thereunto. 
The Feces in the bottom retain the Venenoity, but 
the Extraction Medicine only, which Experience 
hath taught to be a profitable Remedy for mon andi 
Beafts. For if three or four Granes of this Me- 
dicine be taken, it expels the Leprofie and Gallici 
Lees, purifes the Buod, drives away Afelancholy, 
and refilts ail Venom: and whofoever labour: with 
Stertnefs of Breh, Difculty of Breathing, or 
Prickings of the Sides, he may be cured by che 
Ufe of this Medicine: * which effects many other 
an wonderful 
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wonderful Things, if rightly adminiftred , and in 
due time. | 


* Thefe Medicaments, which perform their Operations, not by fenftble force, 
as Catharticks, Emeticks, Diaphoreticks, and the like are wont to operate, 
but infenfibly uniting their own move pure Univerfal Spirit unto our Spirits, a- 
mend Nature and reftore it to health, are not to be ufed, unlefs where the Body 
hath firft been cleanfed from the iinpurities af peccant Humours , otherwif? yox 
caft thefe Pearls into a Dunghil, where (overwhelmed with Filths) they cannot 
Shine and manéfeft their Virtues. For althaugh, by reafon of their manifold 
Virtues, they may be called Untiverfals, yet they are to be numbred with To- 
picks, before which Generals are to be ufed, according to the Opinion of Ga- 
len, and all Phyfitians. 

The Tincture here fpoken of, performs all thofe Cures, which Bafilius mentions, 
tf the nfe of it be continued for fome time. For where that Saying is of 
force, Medicines ufed help , continued heal, it muft certainly be applied to 
thofe especially, which infenfibly operate. 


That Yellow Powder, of which mention is made 
above before it is extracted with Spirit of Wine,- 
may be ground upon a hot Stone, and then put into 
Eggs * boyled hard, in place of the Yolk, which is 
to be taken out: fet thefe Eggs ina moift Place, or 
Cellar, and the Powder will refolve into a yellow 
Liquor. 


* Indeed foft Eggs, according to the Saying, ave always warily and foftly 
to be handled ; but in thefe hard Eggs alfo, Ihave fomewhat to advife you of 5 
| for if after youhave taken out the Yolk, you be not mindful to break that 
Pellicle, which divides it from the white, you will wonder to fie how your 
Ealfom wll intrude it felf within the white, and deprive you of a great part 
thereof. 


Thisadmirable Zigor heals all green Wounds, if 
foon after a Wound is made, it be put therein with 
a foft Feather, and the Wound well covered with 
-aStyptick, or other Prcfervative Playfter. All 
freh Wounds inflicted cither by Prick or Cut, are 
healed by this Liquor , without Putrefaction , In- 
flammation, or any fuperfluity of Filth, fo perfect- 
ly; as unto Him, who created Heaven and Earth, 
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and in them infited fuch a Medicine, due Thanks 
and Prayfe defervedly ought to be given. In all 

old, malignant and corrofive Wounds, ufe this Ex- 

trattion or Balfom of Antimony , and it will never 

fail Thee in thy neceflity. And thou thy felf, af- 

ter me wilt write an Encomium of its Prayfes and 

publifh the Virtues thereof, by which externally 

applied miferable Mortals may be made happy : 

for the Wolf and * Cancer yeild to it; Rotten- 

nefs in the Benes, malignant Ulcers corroded and 

perforate with Worms fly from it, and it reftores - 
to priftine Health, and provides Entertainment for 

that with it felf, when its fixednefs fhal! be duly 

ufed inwardly, and other Convenient Means duly 

applied outwardly. 


* rf Chirurgions “would bere give credit to ouy Author, with how great 
Cave would they prepare this Balfom for thenfelves, and with bow great 
Fruit, and how frequently might they u'e the fame? For I interpofiag my Judg- 
ment muh fay, that Bafilius here comes far fhort, in expreffing its due Prayfes 5 
for it performs more, than he declaves of it. One fhort Hiftory, drawn from 
the Centuries of my Medicinal Obfervatious, will confirm the truth of what I 
I have faide A certain Waman , about forty dears of Age, jor fiven 
years together fuffered great dolours in her left Breaff, which were accompane- 
ed with a Tamor and Hardnefs. Thofé Chirurgeons and Phyficians, whom 
jhe adzifed with, did all with one Confint judge her Diftafe to be a Cancer 5 
and (be was alfo judged tolabour with a Cancer, by tbe Cenfure of that famous 
Prailitionr, wha at Oricotus (a Village about the Duk:s-Tnod) very landably- 
and happily prattifed Chivurgy, and drew to himfelf a vafi number of People : 
for after be had , for three Moneth together , in vain endeavoured to heal thes 
Diferfe , be feverely pronounced her Breall wasto be cut off, or the Difeafe 
could not be extivpated. The Woman, reloluing rather to Juffer all Dolours of 
the Difeafe , then to fuain fo cruel ard ithumane a Remedy, came tome. I, 
bebolding ber Breaft, found it wholly iafluned, and twice as bigg as the other, 
and cn abundance of thin Humors flowing to the wound. Iparpofed totry all 
Teould do, vather than fuffer this mifivable woman to perih; and thinking of 
this Balfon vefolved to try, whither Tat, which ia other Difeates hud fulfrbed 
the promifes of its Author , mould fril me heres Therefore, to the Difeafed 
Woman waiting my Atfwir, Ifaid; ineigot days time I wosld vefolve her, 
whether there was any hopes of Curi or no, without Cu:ting off; and there- 
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apon gave her this Remedy to anoint her Breaft therewith : and which is verj 
ferange , in the Space of twa Days the Matter came to Ripenefs , and a juf 
Conpiftency. ‘Therefore, I then filled with good hope, adjoyned inward and 
outward Remedies, which feemed convenient for the purpofe, and intwo 
Moneths Space the womans Brealt was perfectly healed. upon this I, not with- 
out a peculiar Foy, bleffed and prayfed the Lord, that had conferred fo great vira 
tue on this Balfom. 


Alfo Glafs of Antimony is by me two ways re- f 
duced to an Oyl, in diftillation (as they call it) by \ 
‘Alembeck. 
Take Glafs of Antimony; as it is made of the 
Minera of Antimony, fubtily pulverized, and ex- 
tract its Tincture with diftilled Vinegar , after- 
ward abftract the Vinegar thence, and edulcorate 
the remaining Powder. Then pour on Spirit of 
‘Wine, with which extract the Tincture, and circu- 
late it in aPelican well clofed, for an intire Moncth. 
Afterward , diftil it per fe, without any Addition, 
with a certain fingular * Dexterity , and you will 
thence receive a wonderful gratefnl and fweet Me- 
dicine, in the formof a Red Oyl, of which after- 
ward may be formed the Stone of Fire. 

* This is thework, this the Labour, very few true Sons of Art (whom A- 
pollo loves) could extraéé this Tincture by Alembeck. ‘There is need (as Ba- 
filius (ath) of a cereain peculiar mansal Operation. This Tincture I fought 
many years , and at lengto (GOD favouring me) found the fame Wile 
thou have me difcover it to Thee by an Ænigma ? I feethou defiveft 1 fhould, 
therefore tabecthis Myftery, thus. Alciatus, painting a Dolphin wreathed a- 
bout a1 Anchor, writ thefe words : Make not too much haft. Efteem of this 
Admonition, not only in all your Life, bst alfointhis very matter, as very yro- 
fitable to you : for the hafty Bitch (as the faving is) brings forth blind 
Whelps. Tuerefore I again and again admonih you, te caufe Wings to be pre- 
paved fer your Matter, by Juno, Bacchus and Vulcans but, as you love your 
Life, permit it nat fuddenly to fl-eyvather deliver it to Mercury to be inftrudfed 
by him gradually to cccufton: it felf ta fying 5 yea, bind it with a Cord, left 
(as 4 Bird got out of ac2ge, ard paft your Reach) it through Ignorance ap- 
proach too near the San, and with Icarus, beving its Feathers burnt, fall head 
long into the Sea. Bat after you have detained it for its duetime, loofe its 
Bonds, that it may fli, and come to thot fortunate Ulands, unto which all Sons 
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of Art ditech their Sight, and wihereunto all Adeptifts aim to arrive, as unto 
their defived and long fought Harbour. Here, O Lover of Art, you [bould not 
be cffended. or angry with me, as if 1 deluded you (defirous of the Knowledge o 
this Secret) by a Tantalick Apple fhown. what fhould 1 do? 1 in this Cafe 
gize youadvece. Would you have me caft Pearls before Swine? and unto all men 
expofe the Myftery , which the Antient kept je helely, and might not reveal it, 
unleR to the worthy Sons of Art only? Thou thy felf wouldeft bewail nothing 
more, and wouldeft even execrate me, for doing fo. They, who underftand me, 
undajftand Art: and unto fuch as are Chymifts, have I opened the way, which 
Zj they diligently travel in, they may arrive, where they defire tobe. No man 
did ever fo clearly reveal this to me 5 but by reading the Writings of Authors, 
frrenuoufly labonving , and trufting in GOD without fainting or desperation 
(which is a moft efficatious kind of Prayer) 1 at length attained to what I have. 
Do tbou fludy, and be dil.gent, that thou mayeft comprehend : for he, who, 
Rrows how to render Tendiures volatile, is already admitted into the very Pea 
netrale and Conclave oy the Chymécal Art; becaufe of all other Myfteries the 
Pisthod is the fame. Perufe the Fables, fearch into the Riddles, and confider 
the Parables ot all wife mei 5 they all tend kither, and all fay the fame. Com- 
pare the Parables of others, with thismy Ænigma , and this with them, that 
jou may underfiand how much Light Ihave added in all, and how Eafie 1 have 
made the Way to thofe fereze Temples of Hifdam. 


This Oyl is the Quintefcence, and the higheft, 
that can be written of Antimony; as you may find 
inmy former Writings, wherein Ihave madea fhort 
Declaration of Avtimony, and in which I fhewed 
alio, that there are four Jaffruments required for 
its Preparation, and the fifth is that, in which wl- 
cain hath fixed his Refidence. Underftand thus : 
four Preparations muft be made before it can be per- 
fected; and the fifth is the Utility, and effect of 
the Work inthe Body of man. The firft Labour 
is Cilcizatian and Liquefaction into Glafs. The fe- 
condis Digeftioz, by which Extraétion is performed. 
The third is Cozgubation. The fourth is Dyftillati- 
em into Oyl and after that Separation follows Fix- 
alioz, by the ultimate Coagulation , through whichy 
the Matter is deduced to a perlucid Fiery Stove = 
which that it may operate upon Metals, muft be 
fermented, for acquiring its penetrative Prepay ; 

ut 
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but not fo much, as that Ancient Stone of Philo- 
fophers, becaufe it isnot Univerfal, but only tin- 
geth particularly. Touching which, about the 
End of this Book, more fhall be {poken when we 
treat of the Stone of Fire. 

> This diftilled Oyl * of which we have now fpo- 
ken,effects all things,that are neceflary to be known 
by a Phyficien, and which he hath need of , in his 
Cures. 


* Had I not known Bafilius, I fbould have thought bim , in this place ta 
have dealt like a Deceiver, or Vagabond Medicafter with you : but the Matter 
dt fclf unto te, fo often fpeaks for him, as I religioufly feruple even in the 
leaf to doubt his Promefes. For whatfoever I have experienced (but there are 
very few Proceffes contained in this Rook, which1 have not tryed : for He, 

fromthe very frf , was my Teacher, Friend and Patron) I have fonnd fo 
very efficacions beyond the Author's Promifes, that it feems to me , he hath been 
fpaving in declaring the virtues of his Medicaments, leaft in prayfing them, 
be fhould be thought too much to commend himfelf. Yet Ifhall not here in 
bis flead, undertake to comment much on their laudable Virtues. Let him who 
believes not, make tryal, that he may know. whofocver fhall by bis own incre- 
Gulity be deterred from experiencing the Truth hereof, be wilt fuffer punishment 
enough for his Offence , by the tant of the fruit of the fame. For this Oyl, if 
rightly ufed in its time, is a Medicine truly univerfal. Confider, I pray, what 
I fay, if rightly ufedin its time, that is, the Body being fat purged from grof 
and crnde Humours, and general Medicines ufed (as you may remember I did 
before adnoni'h) this Oyl is an uriverfal Medicine , for healing all Difeales Cu- 
rable. For Chymifts are not fo mad, or concerted, by reafon of the GoodnzRand 
Virtue of their Medicaments , as not to judge fone Défeafes to be unfanable. 
Who can veftore any of the Principal Members abfumed by putridne@ ? yet I 
would not have all Difeales judged unfanable, by thefe ourChymical Remedies, 
which aye every where vulgarly condemned as fuch. As for Example, bow ef- 
ten have Lvsftored the Cryftalline Humour taken away; which who judgeth 
not cinpoffible to beveduced ? But, of thefe and the like, another place will be more 
fit to write. aly of tllis Medicament I fay, that it heals Reavers of every 
Riad 5 yea, even the Quartan it falf (that ancient Reproach of Phy ficians) 
and in Chronical Ditenpers manifejis wonderful Effects: Here among mary of 
iy Odfervations Iwill give yoz one only Expertiment. In the Year 1655. A 
Joung duid , aged twenty one Years , fwollen to an enormous GropneR with the 
Dropfiz, canz to me for help. I toob this only for ber Medicine. For I gave 
her 2) other thing , then this very Medéicanent twice a Day , to which 1 dayly 
added a Clilter: and in twenty dayes She had fweat Jo much, as ber Bady was 
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Eefftned half an Ell. Within that Space of twenty Days, ast faid, fhe alfo vpyded 
of urine (provoked by the fame Medicament) not a little, but her Sweat “was 
wonderful. ait e 
Note : my Friend,atd Lover of Art, thac this Oyl, whether you prepare Èt 
goar felf, or vececve it from another prepared by him, doth not imitate other Dia- 
phoreticks in operating , which being ufed, will in their firk Dofe provoke 
Sweats. For if this be given to a Patient whofe Body is objtrutted with Hu- 
mors , the fir[t Dofe acts nothing , but gently opens the Paffaees, that Sweats 
maybe procured, the next day it caufeth a gentle and kindly breathing of Sweats 
ozly 3 thethird Day it Sweats moderately; but the fourth Day, and thence jor- 
ward it caufeth fuch an abundance of Srveat,as the Waters proceeding then:?rux 
through the Bed upon the Floor. Here is need of a true Phyfician 5 Hercules 
Club will profit little, if notin che Hand of Hercules him(elf. h 
The Dofe of it before Coagulation is-cight 
Grains takenin Wine. It makes aman very young 
again, delivers him fromall Melancholy, and what- 
foever in the Body of man grows and increafeth, 
as the Hairs and Nayls, falls off, and the whole man 
is renewed as a Phænix (if fuch a feigned Bird,which 
is only here for Example fake named by me,can any 
where be found upon the Earth) is renewed by 
Fire. And this Medicine can no more be burned 
by the Fire , than the Feathers of that unknown 
Salamander : for it confumes all Symptoms in the 
Body, like confuming Fire, to which itis defervedly 
likened; it drives away every Evil, and expelsall 
That, which Aurum-Potabile is capable to expel. 
The * Aftrum of Sol only excelsevery Medicine of 
the World when rightly prepared to perfect Fixa- | 
tion: for the Afrum of Sol, and the Aftrum of 
Mercury arife almoft from the very fame Blood of 
their Mother , and from one Original of vivifick 1 
Sanity. 
| 
* pet x9 man here prodigally or vafbly waft his own Gold, now he hears of 
th: Aftrum of Sol, nor expofe bimfelf to fo great Hazard, as to enter a peril- | 
lous Combat with vulgar Mercury. In the Chymical World another Sol fhiness 
cud anotnzy Mercury attendson Jupiter. Yet the Chymical Sol, or Mercury 
kere, is not Gold, but more excelent than al Golds yea, more potent than every | 
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Mercury, although fabulous, and feigned to be capable to veftore the Deadte 
Lift: it isthe Gold, and Argent-vive of Philofopbers , which Bafilius here 
hints at. But we have treated, and muft treat of Antimony only, 


` Now, no man hath caufe to fear, that this Oyl 

of Antimony Extracted firft with diftilled Vinegar, 

and afterward with moft pure and fubtle Spirie of 

Wine, and then further exalted (as highly as pofli- 

ble) by Vulcan, will iñ ahy wife purge, or excite 
frequent Stools, or make any Alterations: for it 

effects nothing of all this, but by Sweat, Urine, 

and Spittle, expelsthe very Root of the Difeafe to 
amazement, and reftores whatfoever is corrupted 

by any Symptom. 

But Common Glafs of Antimony, being ground 
to Powder, put into a little Wine (viz. fix Grains 
or more of the Glafs, according to the ftrength of 
Nature)and that mixture fet in heat for one Night, 
and in the Morning the Wine * poured off clear 
from the remaining Powder , and fo drunk by the 
Patient , purgeth downward exciting feveral 
Stools, and oftentimes alfo provokes Vomiting, by 
reafon of the Mercurial immature Property, which 
is yet inherent in the Glafs, as every intelligent 
Phyfician will eafily judge, and indeed he ought 
further to Examine howthis Glafs, when he would 
purge withit , ought to be proved, and admini- 

red in a due Dofe. 


* This isa Common Vomitory, or Emetick Wine, well known, which all 
wandering Empiricks now ufe in all Places , fometémes with a prosperous, 
fometimes tie Contrary, always ambiguous Succe 5 which proceeds partly from 
the-Phyfcian, and partly fromthe Medicine. This is a Thing to be bewayled 5 
for as hifiorres relate, that George Caftriot King of the Epirots,when the Em- 
Bperour of the Turks had often asked bim, how his Sword, which he bad fent, 
E when Peace was made, according to his agreement with the Turk, could perpe- 
trate fuch wonders as he fpabe of, faying he faw not any thing fingular in it, 
made this Anfwer: I did indeed fend the Sword of Scanderbeg but not Scan- 
derbeg’s Arim, with which that Swerd was managed, fo as to-perform fa greas 
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Miracles: fo, very many Chymical Medicines, are either dead, or (which $ 
more to be deplored.) oftentimes the Caufes of Death , when not managed by the 
hand of a skilful Dollor. which tinbappy Succefs of this Medicine is canfed 
from the Mercurial Properties, with which it is too much impregnated (as Bas 
filius well notes inthis Place) aid which 1am wont to correct in this manner. 

Take Glafs of Antimony , moft pure, Ziiij, Venetian Borax ZR. melt 
them together, ‘This being artificially dont, you will have a Green Glafs tranfa 
parent as an Emrald. Grind this toa fubtle Power, upon which pour French- 
Wine, and permet the mixture to ftand for feveral days in a Moderate Heat. 

Of this ivine giveto the Sick, from 3}. to Zij, according tothe Age, 
Habit of Body, Strength, and other Things either Natural, or not Natural, which 
the Prudence of the Phyfician (when he fits as Fudge, whether the Life of anf 
One is likely to be continited or not) ought always well to confidere That this 
Emetick Wine may be given to the Sick without peril, Experience the mo 
certain Miftre(s of Phyficians hath taught me, and yet more than this : for 
when the Wine poured in the Powder fhall be all exhaufted, if you pour om 
more French wine, that will alfo be imbibed with the fame Virtues. For here 
Antimony difcovers init felf tobe fomewhat, tbat is of all wonderful Things 
the moft admérable: becaufeit contains in it felf inexhaustible ‘Treafures, and 
although you take from it , yet you diménifh not the Virtues thereof. A like 
flupendious Miracle alfo is in extratting the Vinegar of the fame, and in other 
Works fit to be kept under the Seal of Harpocrates. 


Many men are required for the Searching out 
the Powers and Virtues of this Subject. For I a- 
lone, by reafon of the fhortnefs of my Time, could 
not dive into and fearch out all things, do thou thy 
felf fet about the Work , and after me, yea with 
me, thou wilt praife me and I thee: if you find out 
any more ; I praife you by thefe my Writings, 
and fliall commend you out of the Sepulcher to 
which I am deftinated, although in Body thou art 
to me unknown , nor ever had I any difcourfe with 
thee, becaufe perhaps not yet born. 

Common Glafs of Antimony is alfo by Addition 
diftilled intoa laudable and falutary oyl, which may 
beufed wrthout peril, with very great profit inthe 
Epiicpfie, as here following I fhall teach. | 

Grind the Glafs of Autimony toas fubtlea Pow- 
der as poflibly you can, then put it into a Glafse 
Vellel witha flat Bottom, and pour upon the = 
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der the Fuice of unripe Grapes, then having well 
luted the Veflel digeft it for certain Days. This 
being done abftract all the Juice, afterward, grind 
it well moyftned with Spirit of Vinegar, anda 
double Weight of clarified Sugar. Then, having 
put itintoaRetort, inthe Name of the Moft High 
begin to diftil, and at laft adminifter a vehement 
Fire, and you will acquirea moft Red Oyl, which 
mutt be clarified unto Tranfparency with * Spirit 
of Wine. : 


* rhen the Author faith , it musi be clarified with Spirit of wine unto 
Transparency; the Admonition is fhort indeed, but of great weight. For he 
wills , that this Oyl fhould be driven over by Alembeck; the fignification and 
manual Operation of which, Ihave already above taught. 


The Ufe of this, given in a fimall Quantity, is 
found tobe moft profitable. Withthis Oyl Spirit 
of Salt may be joyned, and the Mixture poured up- 
on a fubtle prepared Calx of Gold, (which how it 
fhould be made I have already taught in other of 
my Writings) which hath before, together with its 
Water, pafled by Alembeck. 1f thisbe done, this 
Menjftruum takes to its felf the Tincture * of Gold 
Only, and leaves the Body untouched. 


* Do you think, O Lover of Chymistry. you understand what you read ? 
You cannot understand , unleR either divinely Philip , or humanely Oedipus, 
Appear to you, and clearly teach you the way of sri>aring this Tindlure. The 
difficulty of the Ænigma confifis in this, viz. that all MonPrnums, with 
which Tinctures ave extracted, mufe necellavily be void of Colour 3 othersife 
bow can yo know: whether you obtain the Tinfture ysu would extrat, oron- 
ly retract the fame you poured on? Iwi” not d:tain you with a tedivis Dif- 
P Course full of aabiguities , but lead you as it were by the hand , (bowing you 
bow I inflituted this ProceRin the Yar 1665. If you thence, by your attenti- 
on, and comparing the precedent with the prefint, and thee with thole that 
follow, reap any profit, open the Bofors of your Heat, that no part of thes may 
fall to the Earth. 

I tock that Red Oyl, thus far prepared as is already (hewed, and vettified it 
by Retort; aud then acquired a white Oyl, of an acid bat gratefal Tate. 
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upon this powred half fo much Spirit of Salt : the Mixture I digefted in a 
Phial for a full Month , that thefe two Spirits might be mell conjoyned 5 after- 
ward , for the better conjunction of them , I distilled them thrice by Retort. 
Toen I poured them upon theCalx of Gold (the Method of preparing whlch yon 
will find in other writings of Bafilius) and fet them together in Digeftion for 
a Month; which being elapfed, the Menftrnum was tinged with a j 
Yellow Colour inclining to tedne. I leifurely poured off the Tindture, and 
having put it into a Retort , with gentle Fire abjtracted the Humidéty , 
that a ved Pouder might remain in the Bottom. This Powder I edulcora- 
ted with diftilled water, and again extratled the Tincture with Spirit 
of wine; then Ivendved this Dragon volatile , and gave him his own Tayl to 
be devoured for fix whole Months , and obtained a Tincture moft pleafant and 
grateful ; tenor twelve Grains of which given to the Sick, provoke Sweat, 
comfort the Natural Powers , and (not to amufe the Intelligent with words) in 
all Difeafes bothof Humane and other Bodies, it is an Univerfal Medicine. 

Since it hath happened to me hereto make mention of the moft excellent of alt 
Tinitures, I will once teach the Chymift what will be of ufe to bim for the future. 
That is to fay , it is of great concern to know , with what Menftruum every 
Tincture fhould be extracted, For it is not fufficient (according to the erro- 
neous Opinion of many) that Menftruums be fweet and vaid of Corofion; byt 
zt is alfo behooful , that there be in them a peculiar Amity and Conveniency with 
the Mercury of the Body, on which they are poured, that fromthe fame they may 
extract its true and fincere Sulphur. By Example, I fhall teach you fomewhat, 
more clearlye Diftiled water extraits the Tindlure from Sulpbar, made of the 
Glaf of Antimony by diftilled Vinegar. But if in this Operation you per- 
fæade your felf you have feparated the Pure from the Impure, you will be de- 
ceived : for this water imbibes a certain Salt, which inftéts the Timtture 5 but 
Spirit of Wine reftified is its proper Menttruum: becaxfe That oxly affumes the 
volatile Sulphur thereof, and hath na Commerce with the Salt. 

The fame happens in Tintture of Corals , which is extratted with Spirit of 
wine diftilled upon Orange Pills: for heve you obtain not the fincere Tincture 
of Corals; becaufe, by this Menftruum, the pure Sulphur is not feparated from 
the Body of the corals. The like Error to be committed in many other Toings, 
I bave obferved by Experience, which fhould be efecmed the beft Mihri, anlefs 
we take it for granted that chargeable and fruttlefs Proceffts ave neceffarily re- 
quired in this Art. But that I may conclude with the Tintlure, whence all 
this Difcourj2 bath proceeded, I would have xo man to think this to be the 
Aurum potabile of Philofophers : for this would be a viry great Error in Phi- 
Lofophy, and give occafion tu Sophifters (astheir manner is) to prefer their Som 
phijins befovethe Truth it felfe Although this Tintiuve is moft precious, and a 
Tintlure of Gold, yet it hath only affumed the Colour of Gold: but the weight 
thereof, which is proper to Aurum potahile, adheres mat thereunto. 

Touching thz potable Medicine here is not place of peaking , untefs I would 
tranferefs the Limits, which Ihave at tuis tinue preforibed my felf, of Comment- 
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eee uponthe Triumphant Chariot of Antimony , which dar Bafil Valentine 
bath made for it fo truly magnificent. Oth:rwife, I fbauld declare, bow Sol 
might beprepared by Venus and Vulcan, fo as inthe, (pace of two hours to re- 
Solve it fiif inta Mercury united with Bacchus, leaving very few feces ; 
which Mercurial Menftruum may again be fipavated from the refalved Gold; 
and fo you might acquire a moft grateful Liquor very ponderous , which can 
nuer afterward be reduced to its former Confetence. This very Operation I 
have 'fhewed to fome Curious Lovers of Chymiftry. Bat of the slfewhere 
another Occafion of Writing willbe given. 


Whien the Fermentation is made, I fhall have 
need of a vaft Quantity of Paper to declare all the 
Arcanms of Nature, which by this Medicine are 
effected beyond the Opinion of all men. I urge 
this fo much the more earneftly to the Phyfician, 
that he may confider thofe things which I propofe 
Philofophically, betake himfelf to labour, perform 
this Preparation of Autimony , and deduce it to 
Ufe; then, he himfelf will dayly find more Praife, 
and learn from it more Operations than any of the 
other Phyficians could have prefcribed him. 

When you fhall have brought Antimony fo far, 
and duely perfected your Work, in which you are 
to act prudently, and the matter is to be largely 
and profoundly weighed, that by Labour you may 
acquire Experience; then may you boaft that you 
have obtained the Magiitery , which is known or 
communicated to few. This Magiftery mix’d with 
a Solution or Tincture of Corals, and exhibited 
with Cordial Water effects Wonders in Difeafes, 
that are to be cured by purifying the Blood. And 
whatfoever Diftemper is offered to you, in which 
the Blood is corrupted by any Accident, this Ma- 
giftery heals it , exhilarates the Heart, promotes 
Chaftity and Honefty , and renders man apt and 
fit for every thing he takes in hand. 

For all thefe Benefits to the Creator and Confer- 
ver of all Things, thanks is always to be given 
from the bottom of our Hea:t; becwfe he hath 
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with fo great Compaffion refpected his Creatures, 
Infirm both in Body and Mind, and fupplied us with 
Means , by which the Difeafes of either may be 
healed, and we in every neceflity obtain folace, 
afliftance and perfect Help. 

Now my Intention is to proceed , and fpeak 
fomewhat of the Arcanum of Antimony, but with 
very great Brevity. 

Take of Aztimony moft fubtlely pulverized 
1. Part, of SalArmomack* , fo called , which is 
brought from Armenia, 


* of Antimony and Sal-Armoniack equal parts are to be taken, which 
Bafifius feems to intend, but I know not how he forgot to mention ct. 


alfo pulverized , mixthefe,and putting them into 
a Retort diftil them together, * 


* That with one and the fame labour, the Sal-Armoniack together with thé 
Antimony, may be distilled and fublimed, fuch an Instrument as this I bere 
[bew you, defcribing all its Parts, may be made. 


Here placethe Figure in the 82 Page. 


A. isthe Fornace. B. the Retort. C. the Recipiente D. the Aperture with 
a Pipe of a Moderate bignef,onwhich may be fet the Alembeck E. The other For- 
nace is F, which containing a moderate Five, fublimes what falls into the req 
ceiving Voffil up into the Alembech E. And fo the Matter whith is distilled 
from the Retort E, by the Five of the Fornace F, is prefently fublimed, which 
may not only be wfeful in this Cafe, but alfo in every Sublimation of other 
Matters. 


and upenthat which comes forth inthe Diftillatio 
pour common dittilled Rain-water, but let it firft 
be made hot, and fo by edulcorating remove all 
the Salt, that no Acrimony may remain, and th 
Antimony will appear like pure, white fhining Fea 
thers. Dry them with fubtle Heat , and having 
put them in a Glafs circulatory or Pelican, por 
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on them goed and perfectly rectified Spirit of Vi- 
triol, and Circulate the Mixture till both be well 
conjoyned * ard united, theh diftill the whole, and 
pour on Spirit of Wine, circulate again, then let 
feparation bemade , and remove the Feces fetling 
to the Bottom, but keep the Arcanum which re. 
mains mixt with the Spirit of Wine and /itrtol. 


* This Union muft be fo frm, as in disliNing one may not be feparateds 
from the other 5 otherwife you will lofe your Labour and Coft. Of how great 
moment this Union is.inChymiftry, they beft know, who only by confounding 
two things together, think they thall offect wonders, but afterwards (their Ex- 
perience failing them) they learn how great difference there is between Union 
and Confufion : for Things confounded receive no Virtue , that was not in 
them before; but by Union, 1 barw not what Spirit 2s ingefted,zvbich performs 
Such things as the Mind of man could never percedve to have their bsing thence. 
Hence confider inthe Generation of Animals (who would believe it: ) how 
from the union of Elements is generated Sight , Taft, Touching , and fo many 

‘Powers of Animals, which are infited in none of the Elements , and yet arifè 
from them united. whenfocver it hasoers , that any Tinéture feems ta have u- 
nited it Jelj with its Menftruum , and afterward may be feparated therefrom, 
that therefore is oecaufe Matrimony is not legitimately Celebrated, nor thz union 
in a due manner perfect; Which you jball more than once fee to happen in the 
Tinéture of Sol and Antimony. 
_ The Inftrument, by which I conjayn my Tinctures, and am wont to copulate 
them in an undifflcible Copulation, you jhall find defcribed hereafter in this 
vay Book. Toat in Spiricof Wine és to bz noted, which happens not in other 
Menflruams 5 becanfe it ts moft eafily united to Toings, and again weith a flight 
artifice feparated fromthe fame. 


Now when you again rectifie this .4rcanum, one 
drop of it exhibited with Rofe- water , is more a- 
vailable thana Pot fullof the Decoction of Herbs; 
for it caufcth a good Appetite, corrects tae Sto- 
mach, and concocts all malignity in it, drives away 
Sadnefs and Melancholy, makes good Blood anda 
good Digeftion; inthe Suffocation of the Matrix 
and Cholick Paffion ( both which it wonderfully 


vaid 


“appeafeth) it is inftead of a Treafure of ineftima- 
pic ARA and,deferves Commendation, nor ealily 
sptellible ty Words, | 
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After the Arcanum of Antimony next in order 
follows the Elixir * of the fame, which you may 
prepare inthis manner. 


* This Procep as it is eafieto perform , fo it may by usbe eafily paffed over, | 
lef we fhould feem to take Pen inhand, rather from an itching defire of writing, 
then for illuminating Things obfcure. 


Take, in the name of the Lord, good Ahizera of | 
- Antimony, grind it fubtlely, and fublime it with 
half fo much Sal-Armoniack, Whatfoever fhall be 
fublimed put into a Glafs Retort, and thrice diftil 
it, feparating the Feces every time. Afterward re- 
move from it the Sal-Armoniack by edulcoration, 
and reverberate the Matter of Autimony ina Veflel . 
well clofed, with moderate Fire (not forcing too 
much) until it become like the Earth of Cinnabar. 
This being done, pour on it ftrong diftilled Wine 
Vinegar, and extract its Rednefs, afterward ab- 
{tract the Vinegar, until a Powder remain. This 
Abftration muft be made in Balneo, Then, ex- 
tract this Powder with Spirit of Wine, that the 
Feces may be feparated, and you will have a pure 
and clear Extraction. Having finifhed this Opera- 
tion, put this Spirit of Wine together withthe Ex- 
traction into a Cucurbit, and add thereto a little of 
the Tincture of Corals, and of the Quinteflence of - 
Rubarb, and then adminifter the Dole of three or 
four Grains. i 

It caufeth gentle Stools , and purgeth without 
Gripings of the Belly ; and indeed if you have 
proceeded wellin preparing, it renders the Blood 
agil’, andis a Medicine apt for thofe who defire 
Gentle Purgations. 

Here perhaps fome Physician may wonder, how 
tis poffible, that this Medicine fhould caufe mode- 
rate and eale Purgations, when as Antimony is a 
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Matter vehement and forcible, and to it is joyned 
Rubarb, which of it felf alfo hath a Purging Pro- 
perty. But let himceafc his adiniration, and know 
that the venomous purging power of Antimony is 
by this Preparation fo mortified, as it can appre- 
hend or expel nothing ; but as foon as fome purg- 
ing Simple is adjoyned to it, it then according to 
the powers of its own Nature perforims the Ofice 
of opening and purging. But Antimony prepared 
hath no action upon the * Stomach, thence to ex- 
pel its impurities; but by the purging Medicine, 
its adjunct, acquires amore open Field, and therein 
can operate without Impediment any other way, 
and difcern, yea fearch ont the way of Effecting 


that better,te which it was ordained and prepared, 
without hindrance. i 


* Note here very ferfoufly, that Galenick Catharticks bave power of expel- 
ling, but not of Correcting Humors, but Chymical Purgers ave endued with ei- 
ther Faculty; andcertaculy it {hould not be minded how much ts expelled, bit 
how much is healed, which the occult power of Medicaments prepared Chymi- 


cally doth much better effect, than that common and publick violence of purging 
forcibly. 


I would have all men to credit thefe my words, 
fince I have no neceffity to write other than the 
Truth. This E/wir in fuch mauner prepared, as I 
have taught, penetrates and purgeth the Body, as 
Antimony purgeth Gold, and freesit fromail Impu- 
rity: So that if I would at large commemorate all 
the powers and virtues thereof,I muft put up my 
Supplications to the GO D of Heaven , and in- 
treat him to vouchfafe me a longer Life, that I 
might laud his wonderful Works, and fearch out 
further., and according to Verity communicate to 
others what Ihave found, thac they with me excited 
to admiration , may publickly render thanks to 
their Creator, for his fo great Bleflings. 
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But to proceed in my purpofe, having once be- 
gun, t here defcribe the Virtues of Antimony, as far 
as I have expericncedthem; yet what is hid from 
my knowledge, I ought to pafs over in filence. 
For it becomes me not to give my Judgment of 
things unknown, and which 1 have not my felf ex- 
perimented,butI leave them, commending the fame 
to other Judges, who with {tudy and labour in this 
Subject, have made fome good progrefs. No one 

tan can be fo expert in knowing the Virtues of 
Auitimeny, as nothing fhail remain unknown by him, 
not only by reafon of the fhortnefs of his Life (as I 
before iaid) but alfo, and chiefly becaufe fome new 
thing is dayly found init. 

Therefore, let men know, that Antimony noton- 
te purgeth Gold, cleanfeth and frees it from every 
peregrine Matter, and from all other Metals, but 
alfo by a power innate in it felf) effects the fame in 
Men and Beafts.' Ifa Farmer purpofe in himfelf 
to kecp up and fatten any of his Cattle , as for 
Example an Hog ; ‘two or three days before, let 
him give to the Swine a convenient Dofe of crude 
Antimany, about halfa dram mix’d with his Food, 
that by ıt he may be purged; through which Pur- 
gation he will not only acquire an Appetite to his 
Meat, but the fooner increafe and be fatned. And 
if any Swine labour with a Difeafe about his Liver 
or other Parts, or clfe be Leprons, Aetimony caufeth 
the Leprofie to be dryed up and cxpeiled. 

This Example fcems indeed to found fomewhat 
grofs and raftical, to the Ears of Great men efpe- 
cially ; but my purpofe in propofing it only was to 
the end, that private Men and Laicks, whole Brams 
were not by Nature fabricated to the moft fubtle 
Philofophy of the Learned,may fee the Truth here- 
of, inthe very Operation it felf, with their own 
Eyes; alfo that by this rude Propofal, they might 
salt J wes 3 ee P give 
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give greater credit to my other Writings, in which 

I have {poken a little more fubtely of thefe Things, 
Yet I would have no man, following me as his Au- 
thor, to give a Medicine of Crude Antimony to 
men; for mute Animals can in their Stomach con- 
coct much more hard Foods, than the tender Com- 
plexion of Menis able to digeft. Wherefore, he 
who would rightly and with profit ufe Antimony, 
he muft learn the Preparation thereof firft, and af- 
terward know the Dofe, as what is convenient for 
the Young, and what for the Old, how much may 
be given to robuft Bodies, and how much to the 
weak, in which no finall Myftery of this Art confilts, 
the ignorance of which will do more hurt than an 
imprudent Phyfician can do good. 

Should I confirm all things by Examples, that 
would be the Caufe of a very Prolix Writing; 
therefore! will break off this Difcourfe, and pafs 
on to another Preparation of Aatimony, and de- 
{cribe its fixednefs; which acts like Wine, from 
which its Spirit is fubftracted and feparated from 
its Body. This Spirit heals the Body internally, 
and if externally applied,draws to it felfall the Heat 
of apart inflamed : but, onthe contrary, when 
of the Wine, Vinegar is made, it cools, either in- 
wardly or outwardly applied ; although the Wine 
and Vinegar have their Original from the fame 
Root, and proceed from the fame Stock. The 
Reafon of this diverfity is, becaufe Vinegar is 
made through digeftion only, by which Putrefacti- 
onof the Wine follows, together with a Vegeta- 
ble Fixation: but on the contrary, Spirit of Wine 
is made with Separation by diftilling, or vegetable 
fubliming, which renders the Spirit volatile. By 
like reafon Antimony is prepared , and according 
to its divers Preparations hath divers Effects, and 
diverfly communicates its Gifts to us, which are 
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{carcely comprehenfible by the humane Intellect. 
But the Fixcdnefs thereof, touching which I here 
treat, isthus prepared. 

Take of Aztimonyasmuch as you will, grind it 
to a fubtle Powder, which put into a Cucurbit,and 
pour on it of Agua fortis fo much as will ftand a- 
boveit the breadth of fix Fingers, and having well 
and firmly clofed the Veflel, place it in a fubtle heat 
for ten Days, that the Matter may be extracted. 
Decant off this Extraction pureand clear, and filter 
it, that it may be free from all feculencies and Im- 
purities, then put this Extraction into a Glafs- 
Body, and abftraé all the Agua fortis by Diftillation 
in Afhes or Sand, and in the bottom the Powder of 
Antimony will remain yellow and dry. Upon this - 
pour diffilled Rain-water, and put it ina like Glafs 
in moderate heat, and you will have a Red Extracti- 
on. This again filter, and gently diftil off the 
Rain-water by B. 44. and the Powder will remain 
red in the Bottom. Upon this red Powder pour 
ftrong diftilled Vinegar: this Vinegar will in {fome 
time draw to it felf the Colour red as Blood, and 
put down Feces. Afterward diftil off the Vinegar, ` 
and there will again remain a red Powder. This 
Powder reverberate continually for three days to- 
gether without ceafing in an open Fire, This be- 
ing done, abitract the Tinéture from it by Spirit 
of Wine, and feparate the Feces remaining from the 
Tincture. All thefe Works being with fo great. 
labour performed, again feparate the Spirit of 
Wine by diitillation in Balzeo, and a fixed * Red 
Powder will remain, which operates wonderfully. 


* Piaphoretick Antimony és fold in Shops , but what here the Author 
ews äs, by the name of Fixed Powder of Antimony, is mot to be bought for 
Silver or Gold; tie Virtues of which fo far exceed all that, of which the 
Common Sore are Partakers: It vain with fo great attention and ftudy (of 
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which in preparing this Powder, there avery great need) did our Philofopher 
intend this Work, if thefe Mysteries of fo great Effects muft come to the band- 
ling of the Vulgar, or be publickly fold for Money. Let bim who attains to 
this fixed Powder afe it in Chronical Difeafes, especially where Sweats aye to 
be excited, and he will fee Effects caufing him to vejoyce,ef be ufe it in hiinfelf 5 
and by which he will be glorified, if he ufe it in others. z 


Half a dram of this being taken thrice a day, 
viz. Morning, Noon, and Night, or oftner , hurts 
noman; for it expelsall clotted Blood out of the 
Body, and being long taken fecurely opens all pe- 
rillous Impofthums, and expels them; radically 
cures the French Difeafe, caufeth new Hairs to grow, 
and notably renovates the whole man. 

Now, fince Ihave taught to make a fixed Powder 
of Antimony, and the Extraction thereof very com- 
modious for Ufe, leaving this Difcourfe, I purpofe 
briefly to treat of the Flowers of Antimony, which 
may be many ways prepared. But the greateft 
part * of men neither can difcourfe of, nor anfwer 
to thefe, becaufe they have not learned the Pro- 
cefles of fuch Operations: but the leaft part, viz. 
the Difciples, Apoftles, and Followers of the Spa- 
gyrick Art, will more efteem my Writings, more 
diligently read them, and more prudently give 
Judgement of the fame. 


* How much Chymiftry was impeached by Calumnices, in the times of Bafi- 
lius, 2s manifeft by the very many Religues of Writers, with which fome Theo- 
logicians, Zmprudently judging what they understood not, and Politicians (not 
much move prudent than them) have defamed their own Books; and inthe 
mean while alfo given occafion to Others, move throughly fearching into the 
matter, of judging thofe very Authors, with no greater civcumfpeétion to have 
likewife bespattered other innocent Perfons with their Cenfure. 1 do not bere 
[peak of thofe writers, who [harply veprebend certain Vagabond Sophiflers , 
that covering their own Wickednef,, under the Pretext of a moft noble Art, ao 
by a great Name impofe great Frauds upon the People. For this kind of men 
are not only worthy of fevere Reprehenfion , bat alfo of due Punifhment. But, 
What Evil do they deftrve, if under their Denomination the Good be absfed? 


But, 
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Thy is the moft certain and fo falutary and profitable an Art profevibed ? Bee 
c “i ; T7 

aufe there ave men found, which ufe not the Art it felf, but the Name and Sha 
dow of this Arte Yet I am unwilling to prolong this Apology, left Envy, 
which hath been the greate Caufe of Calumny, fall upon mein this manner la- 
menting, whilft Ihear Bafilius encoutaging his , and have reafon to applaud 
our own Times, in which fome part of that moft thick Cloud, which caft out 
fo many Toundeys, is already vanifhed. In Shops they now fell Medicaments, 
Chymically prepared (as they fay) and thofe very Pevfons, who are willing 
moftlyto be esteemed Hippocratick Difciples , fcarcely dare to condemn Chy- 
miftry, and fince they cal! into ufe what are made by the Chymical Art, they 
cannot deny it. Are not thofe Times at band, in which Elias the Aruft, the 
Revealer of greater Myfteries is to come ? Of whofe Coming Paracelfus fo 
clearly prophefied in various places of his Writings ? Perhaps it will be worth 
our while, for the Solace of the oppreffed Difciples of Bafilus, to quotecertain 
places, in which he predicts the coming of Elias not then born: whicoif any 
` One cammodioufly enterpret, as all other Sayings of that man ave to be taken , he 
will find nothing of abfurdity in them, unleR he refolve to difcover his orn 
abfurd Stupidity, or wicked Envy. In the Book of Minerals, Chap. 8. Pa- 
racelfus thus writes: What is moft vile, GO D fuffers to be difcovered, but 
what is of greater moment is yet bid from the Vulgar, until the coming of Eli- 
as the Artift; othersread , until the Art of Elias, when he comes. And a- 
gain, inbis Book of Minerals, Treatéfethe firft. it is indeed true (faith he) 
that many things lie hid in the Earth,whichI, aswell as others am ignorant of. 
For this I know, GOD, én time to come will manifeft bts Wonders, and bring 
to light many move of them, then unto this Day have been known by us. Alfo 
thisistrue, there zs nothing abfconded, which {hall not be vevealed 5 there- 
fore thove cometh Onze, whofe Magnale lives not yet, who fhail reveal many 
Things. 

Therefore he comforted, be comforted , O Lover of Chymiftry , and prepare 
the way of toat Elias, who brings bappy times, and will yeveal more Secrets than 
our Anceftors, by veafon of Envy, and the Iniquity of tbeix Days durft difcover. 
ahofoever thon art, converfing in this Art, confir fome finall matter to this fe- 
licity , and let us give the World that Medicins, which by veafon of evil Hu- 
ors predominant, it cannot take allat once, by degrees, that it may gradually 
recover of its Difeafe, and toe Times of Elias come (for Arts alfo, as well as is 
underflood of other things, have their Elias, faith Theophraftus) where it will 
be lawful for nsto {peak freely of thefe things, and openly to do good to our 
Neighbours, without pzvfecation of the Impious. Read, underftand, and com- 
fort your felf with thefe. 


But, my Difciple and Follower, if you will imi- 
tate me,my advice is, that you take up your Crofs, 
at firft, and fuiter as I have fuffered; learn to bear 
Perfecution, as I haye already born it, labour, t 
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aj] our Predeceflors with me have done; with con- 
tinual Prayers feek unto the Lord WO D, and be 
dthou patient, and laborious without wearinefs, and 
then the Adof¢ High, who hath mercifully heard me, 
Pwillnot forfake Thee: for this Caufel every hour 
give thanksto G O D,as my Eyes filled with Tears 
can and do witnels. 

Now, to proceed in my Inftruction, touching 
the Flowers of Antimony, it is to be underftood , 
jp that the true Flores of Antimony, may be prepared, 
afnot one, but various ways, as is known to every 
Spazyrift. There are fome who drive them, mix’d 
with Sal-Armomack, over by Retort; then they 
if edulcorate them, by wafhing away the Sal Armoni- 
wack, and thefe they greatly efteem ; for thefe 
iE Flowers are of a fair and white Colour. Others 
“Shave peculiar Inftruments for this Work, prepa- 
red with windy Caverns, through which the Anti- 
F mony may receive the Air, and befublimed. O- 
f thers, fetting three Alembecks one upon another 
f fublime them with ftrong Fire, and with one and 


Flores, all which ways I have tried, and found no 
Error in them: But the Procefs, by which I make 
Flowers of Antimony, molt profitable for Medicine, 
and mere efficacious in their Operations is this. 

I mixed the red Flowers of Antimony with Col- 
cothar of Vitriol, and fublimed them together 
thrice. So, tke Effence of Vitriol afcends with 
them, aid the Flores are more {trong : which being 
done, I extract the fame Flowers with Spirit of 
Wine. The Feces fettle tothe bottom, and fepa- 
rate themfelves from the Spirit. © Thefe the Arti- 
ficer lays alide, and diftils off the Spirit of Wine 

in B. AZ. until the Powder remains dry. 

Thefe are my prepared Flowers of Antimony, 
which J adminijtred to my Brethren, and pia 
E: à who 


the fame labour make white , yellow , and Red, 
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who inthere Neceflitics, required help of me, for 
their Sonls f{piritual, in refpect of my. Ecclefiaftical 
State,& for their Bodies temporal,by reafon of the 
Truft_they repofed in my Art. Thele Flores purge 
gently, without frequent,or excellive Stools, & have 
cured many Tertian & Quartan Fevers,al{fo very ma- 
ny other Difeafes,fo that I purpofed, by the help of 


to ordain in my Teftament a perpetual Monument 
upon my Altar, of all the Cures which I have per- 
formed by his grace;that 1 might fo doing not only 
give thanks to GOD, but alfo make my Gratitude! 
known to Pofterity,that theylikewife may acknow- { 
ledge the wonderful works of the Moft High,which f 
I {by my diligence) have extracted fromthe Bowels $ 
of Nature, and which he himfelf had hid and ab- 
{condedin her profound and moft fecret Recefles. 
But touching the Sublimations of Astimeny which 
are afterward called Flowers; let the Reader fur- 
ther obferve viz. that they are like Waters,which 
break out in high Mountains.Now,of the difference 
of waters,which arife in the higheft Mountains,yea 
in higher than they,iffuch can be found; for even un- 
te them would the waters afcend;fince it isknown, 
that in the tops of the higheft Mountains, Springs 
do very often iflue it;and of other waters which are 
found by digging deep in the Earth, and by follow- 
ing their Springs muft be fearched out:any man may 
judge that the A4arvix of waters inthe Earth, is on 
one part more aboundantly replenifhed with the 
Riches of waters, then on another;fince every Ele- 
ment hath a peculiar Afatvix,cither {trong or weak, 
according as it is produced by the Syduws, whence - 
Elements derive their Original and have being. 
Now, when fuch a AZatrix is {trong and potent in 
the Earth, it candrive forth its Seed ftrongly and 
efhcacioufly from it felf, by a vehement Prellure, 
even 
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even up to the Snowy Mountains of the Alps, or to 
the very top of the Babylonifh * Tower. 

* This Parable is of very great moment, but fo very clear to thofe, from 
whofe Eyes the Cataraél is taken away, as to explain it to them, would be to 
hold a Candle tothe Light of the Sun: te others, from whofe fight the Cataraé 
ts not took off, this place gives no occafion of detrating the fame. Therefore 
read, perufe, and meditate, Day is an Inftructer tothéDay 5 the later Reading 
; explains the former, andthe former the later. 

If any fatuate man hear this my Difcourfe, he 
‘will fay, Lam either mad or drunk with Wine; but 
‘this willbe no other thana Reproach, like to that, 
which was caft upon the Difciples of our Saviour. 
Of Sublimation, the Reafon is the fame , for as 
| Waters,which are many times found inthe higheft 
Mountains,are more falubrious,and more cool than 
‘thofe, which by digging deep into the Earth are 
found in Plains:fo,if the Matter by preflure & force 
of fire be driven upwards tothe Mountains of the 
Ancient Wife men,who died long before my time, 
the Earth, which for the moft part is unprofitable, 
remains until its Salt fhall be extracted trom it for 
its proper ufe. Thus ismade Separation,by which 
the Evil may be diftinguifhed from the Good, the 
Pure fromthe Impure,the thick fromthe thin, the 
fubtle from that}which is not fubtle,and the Venom 
from the Medicament. Wemiferable Mortals,by 
Deathwhich we have deferved for our Sinsare pnt 
into.the Earth, until we putrefie by time,and bere- 
duced to filths; aud afterward by the Heavenly Fire 
and Heat raifed, clarified, and exalted to a Celeftial 
Sublimation , where all our Feces, all Sins, and e- 
very Impurity fhall be feparated, and we made the 
Sons of GO D, and of Eternal Life, unto which 
the Lord of his Mercy and Goodnefs bring me 
with you. ButI hopeno Man will take amifs this 
Comparation of the Mundane with the Spiritual, 
viz. the Heavenly Exaltation with the Earthly Sub- 

limation. 
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limation. For no man fhould fuppofe what f 
have done, to be done without Reaton, but rather 
know, that I af“ignorant what is white or black, 
how mucli the tenebrous and difmal Air differs ” 
fromthe ferene and clear Heaven. Therefore let 
us break off this Difcourfe, and produce another 
Preparation of Antmony. . 

Let the Difciple, Apoftle, and faithful Imitator 
of Art, underftand this Inftruction, and according 
to the true Philofophick Doctrine faithfully con- 
fider, that every Extraction from Antimony (as alfo 
from all other Things) hath great differencein O- 
peration, which neither confifts in the Matter, nor 
is known by the Matter, from which it is drawn; 
but confifts and remains in the Preparation, and in 
the Addition, by which the Virtue ts extracted 
from the Matter, as is known by Experience; as 
for Example. Whatfoever is Extracted frém An- 
timony, or any other thing with Spirit of Wine, 
hath a far other virtue of Operating, than thofe, 
which are extracted with good and fharp Vinegar. 
The Caufes of this I have already hinted in my o- 
ther Writings; but the principal Caufe is, be- 
canfe all Extractions made with Spirit of Wine, 
from Avtimony, or any purging Herbs, Roots, or 
Seeds (underftand of the firft Extraction) power- 
fully expel by Seidge: but on the contrary, what- 
foever is extracted with Vinegar, purgeth nor 
dewnward, but rather prevents that, and retains 
in acertain peculiar manner, by which the Volatile 
is changed into fixed. 4 

This is afingular Secret, and an Arcanum of great 
price; but there are none, or very few found, who 
mind fuchthings; becaufe many things are hidden, 
and lie deeply buried in this Arcanum, which no 
One, either Mafter or Servant, norany Wife mart 
of this World kath unto this Day obferved or coit 
fidered. Thats 
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i Therefore the Extraction of Antimony is made 
twoways, viz. with Vinegar, and with Spirit of 
Wine. Vinegar obftructs, and Spirit of Wine, of 
it felf powerfully expelsand caufeth Urine, as alfo 
tools , as elfewhere in another manner is hew- 
ed, and efpcecially where I fpeak of my Twelve 
Keys, as namely, that the Extraction of Glafs of 
Antimony moderately purgeth , but on the con- 
trary the Extraction of the fame Glafs, which is 
made with Vinegar purgeth not: which is true and 
not permixt with any falfity. But this Experi- 
ence gives occafion of thinking and reflecting, by 
which way of Reafoning, Nature gives promotion 
and production to atrue Philofopher. But itis a 
hing much to be admired , that every Subject , 
whichis firft of all extracted with Spirit of Wine, 
fhould have a Purging Property. Yet when Glafs 
of Antimony is from the beginning extracted with 
diftilled Vinegar, andthat Vinegar again abftract- 
ed, and theu the Avtemony extracted with Spirit of 
Wine, all its venomous purging virtue pafleth a- 
way, and no {ign thereof remains, nor aflumes it 
to it felfany power of provoking Stools; but it 
performs its Operations by Sweat, and other ways, 
chiefly by Salivation and Ejection by the Mouth ; 
it fearcheth out all hurtful Evils in the Body, purg- 
eth the Blood, heals the Difeafes of the Lungs, 
and profits thofe who are ftrait-breafted , and 
troubled with a frequent Cough. In a word it 
Cures very many Difeafes , alfo aflwageth a Ma- 
lignant Cough, and whatfoever is of that Difpo- 
fition, andis a Medicine very admirable. 
Moreover, there is another Extraction of Anti- 
mony made in this manner. Grind crude Antimo- 
ny to powder , and pour upon it {trong Vinegar, 
not of Wine, but made of its proper Minera, and 
expofe the Mixture iu a Veflel well clofed to the 
i Solar 


r 


95 


9€ Balil Valentine's Triumphant 


Solar heat, then, after fome time the Vinegar will 
be tinged with a Blood-like Colour, pour off this 
Extraction clear, filter it, aud diftil by Alembick 
inSand: then again, in diftilling, it fhews admira- 
ble Colours, pleafant to the Sight, and wonderful 
in Afpect. -This Oyl * at length becomes Red as 
Blood, and leaves many Feces and prevails againft 
. many Infirmities: for its fingular Virtue aad Ufe 
is commanded in the Leprofie; the New Difeafe 
lately rifen among{t the Souldiers is by it confum.' 
edand dried up, and indeed it effects Wonders. 


* Here thy Sincerity, Valentine, 2s fuipecfed. who can by this thyPrefcris 
ption make this Quinteflence, which Petrus the Spaniard, in his Book Of the 
Quinteflenc of all Things, deftruedly extals, as the greateft Secret of Phi- 
Lofophy ? that fhall I fay? Malice makes thee, not a perverfe, but timerous 
man, fearing, leaft if Arcanum’s {hould be communicated openly to the wicked, 
they would do mare burt with them then good. ‘This Procek feemsto me to be 
purpofely deferebed obfcurely by this Religious Man (why elfe fhould he not have 
written otherwife ! ) becaufehe knew the Sons of Art would anderftand it by his 
Prefevipt. But that you, Reader, may undevftand, you have not in vais Spent 
your Money in buying, or time in reading thefe Commentaries, I will clearly 
and nakedly difcaver to you, how I my felf have oftentimes performed this 
very Hork: do you give good heed to al Things, that you may not at all be 
deficient; for the Operations ave fo concatinated , ov. co-linked together, as 
one being omitted, or negligently performed, all the otber ave Spoyled, and your 
labonr cannot anfwer your Defires. 

Take of the bef Minera of Antimony, which is f-iable(forif you take crude 
Antimony, as Bafilius feems to indicate, you can effect nothing, becaufe it hath 
already loft its most fubtle Sulphny in the frf Distillation) grind it to fo fubtle 
4 Powder, as it may paf through a Tiffany Seéve: put it into a Cucurbit, and $ 
pour upon et Vinegar, which according to Art is distilled from its proper Mi- 
nera. Set it in Digeftion for forty Days, and (if vou have exactly oblerved 
all thingswhich are hereunto required your Vinegar will be tinged with a Com 
lonr ved as Blood. ‘This ved Tincture poured off by Inclination, put into a Retort, | 
and gently abstract the Vinegar. The Polder remaining extrait with fpiriti 
of wine, that it alfo may contrat a bleod-tike Colour. Put this Extraction 
into a Circulatory Viffély like to this, the Figure of which I here expofe 5 
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becar neyvir fowsd any move apt to render the Spirits volatéle: Then plate 
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this double Veffel in B.M. to be digested fo long, as until you fez the Téndtara 
aife it (elf upwards and pa over volatile by Alembecks Reing this, cool youn 
Veffel, and put all the Matter into aCucurbit, and distil the Spirit according 
to Art, which will pafover the Helmasyved as Blood. Toen again abftract the 
pirit,and you will have a moft ponderous thick Oyl. 

How this Oyl fhould after this be joyned with cts own Salt, andunited, 
we elfewhive [peak 5 the ufe of which inamending Metals is very great. Here 
we have deftribed it, and brought it fo far,as it becomes a moft excelent Mea 
dicine in grievous Difeafes, which are in all places accounted uncurable.. It 
performs its whole Operation by Sweats. And fiace there is no Dijeafe, which 
#t helps not; what need is there to name any ? It is better tobe altogether Si- 
lent, then to detrack from its praifes, by reciting a few. There is no-man who 
bath made any Progref in Chymiftry, that knows not what the Quinteffence of 
Antimony 7s. 


The Phyfician before all Things, fhould dili- 
gently contemplate its ufe, according to his own 
Experience and Knowledge, but efpecially com- 
pleating its Preparation in a due manner,without 
being weary of his labour, or forgetting any of 
thofe Things which are prefcribed to be perform- 


Again, another Extraction of Antimony, is thts 
inftituted. Take, inthe Name of the Lord, of 
Antimony and crude Tartar, of each equal parts 5 
put thefe well mixed together in Powders, into a 
ftrong Crucible, which will not fuffer the Spirits to 
penetrate it, and burn this Matter in the Fire, un- 
pil the Tartar be wholy combuft : this work muft 

be done in a Wind-Fornace. Grind this burnt 
Matter to afubtle Powder, and pour on that Com- 
mon Water firft made hot, and fo edulcorate the 
fatter by Lixiviating. And fo it becomes a 
iver,*, fo called by many of our Anceftors, who 
lived long before us. 


' 

_ © The Liver is a Canfeof much Difcourfe iz Banquets, andthe Liver of Anè 
timony will bz tous no fall Occafion of the like in Chymical Operations. But 
tn the firft place coufidey, than instead of Crude Tartar, it is better to take Salt 
Øj Tartar, not only for accelerating the Operation (for otberwif2 it mult a 
a oe H milted 
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melted fo long, as until the ‘Tartar be changed into Salt) but chiefly, that jot 
may have Glafs of a far better Colour. Alfo Bafilius forgot, or for fome Rede 
fons did omit, to appoint the Glafs firft to be poured intoa Platter made bot, aud 
then beaten to powder inan hot Mortar: otherwife the Glafs, by reafon of the 
Salt of Tartar, asfoon as it p the cold Air is changed into a certain Pulfe or 
Pap. Befides, he omitted to determine the Quanticy uj Water, in which this 
Powder fhould be difolved, that we may have a more fair and decp Colonr 5 in 
which Exaltation of Coloar very much is fited. Alfo the Precipitatton of the 
Liver from the water, which muft be made with Vinegar, be involved in Si- 
dence; although this, and the above mentioned, are neceffary in this Operation. 

Here Iam unwilling to forbear to admonifh, that not only inthis, but in every 
Melting of Antimony, the Artift ought to obferve the Face of Heaven, and be- 
sin bis werk when the fame is clear and ferene. If you do otherwife, you will 
zn vain deplore the Obfcurity of the Colour in your Liver of Antimony. For 
if you laugh at me, attributing much Virtue tothe Influences of the Stars, 
Shall deride you, deploring the uuluckie Succefs of many Proceffes. But I woul 
not digrefs fo far, as to take on me to prove the Virtues of Celestial Influences, 
againft men, either knowing fo little, as they cannot understand, or having ex 
pertenced fomewhat do not difcern ; but in the meanwhile are fo obflinate, a 
they will not believe thofe things which they fee, have tried, and invery dee 
found to be fo. Iwould no more urge Reafons againft thefe men, then again 
thefe, who deny eventhe Mutation of Metals by the Stone of Philofophers. wi 
qudge fuch men more worthy of Contempt than Refutation, who fay that is no 
posible, which they have bebeld with their Eyes, and done with their hands 
for it is very rude to fay, I deny, I deny, who proves? Thefe perverfe men b 
thet thus alting, do fometimes provoke the patience of good ingenious Artists 
Judging that they, with a certain Zeal of confirming what they affert, wi 
proceed fo far, as to difcover to them their Experiment of fo excellent an A 
But I do not think that any of then, who have obtained the Mystery well be 
Zimprudent, as unadvifedly to caft Pearls before Swine, and to difcover to th 
unworthy, what GOD hath revealed to him; or give them of the Bread | 
Eats, which is not to be caft to Dogs. 

Therefore, returning to the Matter from whence I digreffed, I affirm, that the 
are fometimes of the year, in which if Liver of Antimony be made, and pre 
cipttated with a due Menftruum, ñt will be imbibed with altogether anoth 
Coloxy , and be enducd with ether Virtues than that, which is made at anoth 
time, and that, both for Metals, and for healing the Infivmeties of men, as I 
elf have experienced in many grievous Diftafes, and Symptoms of Difeafes. 
will alfo add this: from the Liver of Antimony may be extratted a Redn 
with Spivit of wine, which Rednefs is made volatile, and paffeth over t 
Helm, which alfo may be exhibited to all without dangere Nov és there a 
Etat need of that Caution of Bafilius (even before the Rednefs is volatilize 
that it mafi be given in a fmall Quantity. For being given from thirty” 
Joy, or fly Drops, it fweats very modiyately, and doth not Prge or Vomi 
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but it effelts wonders in purging the Blood, extirpating the Roots of a Difealt, 
and rendring the Patient vigorous, by infenfible Expiration, and its occult Vira 
tues. This Vendible wine needs not the Bath of Eloquence to commend it tothe 
Sick; who once having experienced its Virtues, know what it can do, and 
that it as much anfwers their Defires, as they efieem their Money. 


Put this Liver dried intoa Cucurbit, pour there- 
on moft pure Spirit of Wine; abftract the Spirit 
by diftilling in B. Af. fo that a third part only may 
remain. But before Diftillation, the Spirit of 
Wine together with the Extraction muft be filtred 
through Paper. This Extraction may indeed be 
profitably ufed; but ina fmall Dofe, and with great 
Caution. What happens inthis Operation is ve- 
ry admirable. For the Spirit of Wine abftracted, 
can no more be united with the red Extraction , 
whence it was diftilled,; but one floats above the 
other,as Water and Oyl, which cannot be mixed. 
But if the abftracted Spirit of Wine be poured 


f upon other Liver of Antimony, it again attracts 


the Colour to it felf, yet this, alchougl poured 


| upon the former Extraction , cannot be mixed 


therewith. Which is a Thing fo ftrange, as it 
may be numbred among Wonders. But who can 
declare all the Wonders of GO D? or who will 


= worthily efteem the Gifts of the Creator , which 


he hath implanted in his Creatures ? by us fcarce- 
ly perfcrutable with deep Meditation. 

I before made mention of the Extraction of 4a- 
timoay. from its Glafs * by Vinegar, and alfo by 
Spirit of Wine: but now I fay, when fuch an Ex- 
traction is made by Vinegar, and the Vinegar is a- 
gain abftracted by B. M. and the Powder which 
remains is refolved in a moift place, into Oyl or 
Liquor of a Yellow Colour; it effects fuch Won- 
ders in Wounds, new and old, as I neither can, nor 
dare to commit them all to writing. 
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* Here our Author alls as a Teacher careful, and full of Affetiton, who ngë 
fatisfied once to mention doth often inculcate the principal Precepts of his Dotlrine. 
But, what it is, that Specially moves bim to repeat the Virtues of the Sulphur of 


Antimony, I fee not : he faith, he repeats nothing in vain; therefore do thar, 
Reader, if thou judge? it of Concern, more attently confider, whether you may 
nat here find fomavbat that is not mentioned, or the Reafon why it is again 
Spoken of. I, who profefs my Glfto write to the Intelligent, reiterate nothing 
here. He that comprehends, let him comprehend ; be that hath not there under- 
flood, I fear will not bere understand. 


ing forced out by vehement fire, comes forth a 


For it repreflcth all Symptoms of what kind fo 
ever, fuffereth none to take Root, and admits no 
Putrefaction in freh Wounds. Alfothe Extract. f. 
onof this Powder, before Solution is made by Spi- $ 
ritof Wine, effects the fame, and yields not vs ine § 
ferion: to other Medicaments , which arc admini- 
{tred againft internal Affects. 

I have often made mention of this Preparation §. 
in other of my Writings, alfoin this Treatife of 
Antimony, very largely, becaufe I know how great 
Benefits and how great Secrets are latent in it. 
Therefore I hope, no Difciple will be affected with 
tedioufnefs, by Reafon of Repetitions inmy Wri- 
tings, which | faithfully open and bring to Light. 
For whatfoever I write is not without Reafon, 
and my words are Short, but require much Confi- 
deration, although often repeated. To the Igno- 
rant my Difcourfes contribute little underftanding, 
to Children and the unexperieneed little Profit; 
but tomy Difciples and Apoftles, much health and 
profperity. 

There remains another Extraction by a Cauftick 
Water, which Experience hath taught me in this 
manner. 

Take of Vitriol and Common Salt, equal parts; 
from thefe by Retort diftil a Water *, which be- 


matter 
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matter like thin Butter, or the Sediment of Oyl 
Olive, which keepapart for ufe. 
\ 


* Hr: Iwillteach you the Manual Operation, O Lover of Chymiftry, mhich 
undoubtedly you will greatly efteem of, when you fhall find the great commo- 
dity thereof in operating. Leff, as it often bappens, when you aislii the Spi- 
tits of Metals, your Veffils [hosta be broken. 
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Of your Earthen Retort A. open the xpper hole B. into which put your Matter 
by Parts, left all together fenting the heat, flould act too forcibly; and pre- 
Jently Clofethe Hole with its proper Cover. To the Spirits received in the Veffel 
C. exit is givenby the bole D. into the other oppofit Receiver E. to which agairt 
is applied the other Receiver F. So, the move fubtle Spirits afcending through 
the Hole D, fettle inthe Recipient F. _ But the more grog remain in the botton G. 
of the Receiver C. Tos Inflrument wéll be mofi apt for your ufe heres not 
only, as I faid, left a moft ftrong Spirit paffing out break the Glaffes, but aljo 
for other irorks, as by aneafie Speculation you willbence gather. 


Snbtly grind the Cuput-mortuum , and ina Cellar 
permit it torelolve into Water, this Water keep 
and filter itthrough Paper. Afterward take Hun- 
garian Antimony, grind it to a fine Powder, and 
having put it in a Cucurbit with a flat bottom, 
pour this Water thereon, and fet the Vellel in 
f Heat. When it hath ftood there for a due time, 
f the Matter willbe like an Amethyft, with ablackifh 
f Violet-Colour, Then augment the Fire much, 
f and you will have a tranfparent Colour, like unto 
ablew S«phyr.From this Colour precipitate a white 

Powder, by pouring on Common Water. This 

Powder taken, hath the fame Operation, as the 
Red Extraction of Glafs of Autimony, by Seidge, 
and it alfo excites Vomiting. In that Solution 

| Made from the Czpat-mortunm,and kept ina Cellar, 
if thin Plates of Iron be digelted, Mars will be 
truly tran{muted into Venus, as Experience will 

teach. 

Nowfurther confider. Take that ditilled Ovi 
HES . or 
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or Water, as is fpoken of above in this procefs, 
and pour it upon Crocus Martis, with Sulpkur re- 
verberated toaRednels; fet the Mixture in Heat, 
and you will have an extracted Tindture of Mars, 
redasblood. Take of this Extraction one part, 
of the Red Extraction of Antimony, which is pre- 
pared with fixed Salt Nitre and Spirit of Wine, 
three Parts; of the Water of Afercury * leifurely 
injected through a long Pipe, one Part; 


i 
* Chymifts, that they may whet the Ingenuities of their Readers 5 and 
voye, left any bat the true Students of Art thould pexctrate into their Secrets 
deliver not all Things in one place, but featter their Documents, that by the Di- 
ligent Colleftion of them, they may judge of their Aptne?, as the Eagle proves 
her Young. expofing thew to the Solar Rays: fo you fee Bafilius here propofeth 
the ufi of the water of Mercury, which be taught to be made in bis Treatifey 
which i Called a Supplement, ov rather gaze a rude Draught of that Procef 
For neither thee, nav here dath bemake mention of an hole, that muft be oven, 
Za the fuperior part of the Retort, and thercinto a long Pipe fitted , through 
whith the Mercury may be put in, in very fnall Parcels. For if you include 
avery [mall part of Mercury in a Retort, firft made very hot with a vehe- 
ment Fire, as thes muh be, tf you would excraft the Spirit, that Mercury, 
with itsown vehement and untamable violence, would not only burft the Retort, 
but overthrow the Fornace alfo; unlefs you give it a larger Shace, and greater 
Liberty of Flying 5 fo that, after it hath vifited many Retorts, it nay yeft, and 
being asit weretived,fettic. But farce it rs well known to ak true Chymifts, 
of how great Virtue this Mercury ts, in the Refolutianof Metals, Iwill here 
make no further mention thereof. 


mo 


>? E e 


ea £20292 = 


—S M 


and of the Calx of Gold diffolved in this Cauftick 
Water, halfa part. Mixallthefe together, and 
after they are canted off clear, diftil the Mixture 
with a Moderate Fire in Sand. All will not pafs 
over by Diftillation, but a fair clear Solution re- 
mains fixed *in the Bottom; which we may ufe in 
old open Wounds, wherein it laies a Foundation 
for Healing to Amazemcut. 
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* This Solution is not yet fixed, but if yaw be not already wearied with 
laboy , by a further Operation you may fruity The principal ufe of this is, 
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in the Emendation of Metals, which Bafilius'doth doth not fo wauch as mention. 
Now the Genius of al Cnymitts will understand me, here candidly difcove- 
ring this Secret to all. Do thon, Lover of Chimiftry, ¿n mind and thought 
E Prifily i m2 expounding the Oracle; but the Operation cannot be fa fwijt- 
y perforined. 

This Powder muft firft be Extratted nèb flrong Vinegar, which afterward 
abstract, and what remains in the bottom edulcorate with distilled water: again 
Extraét it with Spirit of wine, and abslratt the Spirit, and in the bottom will 
remain a Red Powder. Foyn this with the fixed Salt, which is made of the 
Feces, which remained after the Vinegar was fed for Extraltion. And der 
liver tt to Vulcan for three Months space, that it way no more fle fom the 
Fire, but moft pleafngly Sport with and in the fame. If you perform this, you 
have Two conjoyned in an inftparable Matrimony: and you have fepavated the 
pure from the impure, have rendred the Volavile fixed, and fixed the Volatile, 
and are not far from that Felicity, which will anfwer all your Defies. 


The Caput mortuum which isleft, being refolved 
in an Humid place, yields a Liquor fo fharp, as no 
Agua fortis may be compared with it in Sharpnefs. 
But of thefe enough at this time. For I muft now 
{peak of a White Powder, which may alfo he pre- 
pared of Antimony in this manner. 

Take pure Antimony, which is brought from 
| Hungaria, or found in like Mountainous Places; 
grind it’ to a fubtle Powder : take alfo the fame 
meafure of pure Salnitre , which hath been the 
third time diligently cleanfed. This Compoittion 
burn ina new glazed Pot (which was never infe- 
cted with any Fatnefs) in a Circulatory Fire; not 
alltogether , but by parts, and at divers times. 
This way of Operating, Ancient Spazyrifts called 
Detonation , a Term of Art to be learned by the 
Difciple of Art , as being not Common to every 
Ruftick, in his Artifice and Experience. 

This Operation being performed, grind the 
-hard Matter, which remained in the Pot, to a fine 
Powder, and upon it in another Glazed Pot pour 
common Water warm, which when the Matte#is 
fetled again repeat the pouring on of Water fe- 
yeral times, until all the Salcitre be extracted ; 

H 4 Lattly, 
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A Laftly, dry the remaining Matter, and with frefla 
Salnitre * as much as its own weight is, burn it a- 


gain, and repeat the fame Operation ‘the third 
time. 


* Bafilius doth not mifguide or delude you, O Lover of Chymittry , 
whilP he fo candidly difcovers moft Secret Myfteries, and fo fincerely and 
faithfully prefents their wonderful Effects. As by this very Operation you have 
an Example: Foy after the firi Detonation with Nitre, and fo foon as you 
Shalt have feparated the Salnitre from the Powder with pure water , you have 
the Powder of Ruland, with which that man effelled fo many Medicinal tron- 
ders, whereby he gotto himfilf fo great a Name, and fomuch wealth. mhich, 
if you prepare under a certain Constitution of reaven (as I advifed, in pre- 
paring the Liver of Antimony) yor will bave fo much the better, by how muth 
the more Red: far the Colour isthe Soul thereof, the Effetl ef which in Medi- 
cine, Ruland proved and commended ; but he, neither exhausted its prayfes, nor 
did he perfwade the unexperienced , that fo great Virtues were latent in this 
Medicament. This Crocus of Metals ( for fo st is called) is not that, which 
zs publickty fold in Shops, upon eight Grains of which they pour Zij. of Wine, 
and altnongh the Sick only drink that wine, without any other Powder, it of- 
tentimes works fo forcibly, upmards and downwards, as either way, fometimes 
both wayes, the life it (lf iffues out. But the ufeof this isthus. Take eight, 
mine, ton, or eleven Granes of this our Authors preparing the firft Time, accord- 
žag tothe firength of the Sick, and all other Things co-tndecating 5 pour on 
them three or four ounces of Hine 5 for it matters not much, whether you take 
mor? ov Leleof thewine. Set the Mixture in B. M. for the fpace of four or five 
hours, aiid jo eviratl amoft Red Tindure from this Crocus of Metals (which 
în an Injon of the Crocus of the Shops cannot be extracted) this wine, now 
ampregnated weith the Sulphur af the Crocus, togsthay with the more fubtle 
par! ef the Powder, which in canting off comes ont, I give tothe Sick, and it 
purgeth kindly upwards and downwards without molestation. Nor doth this 
Pusdicument only expel Humours, but (as is proper to Antimonials rightly pre- 
pared) it fivibes at the very Root ofthe Dijeafe, and whatfoever in the Body is 
corrneted and declined from itsdue ftate, that it amends and restores. what 
wonderful Ffjeéis, this only Tinéture hath difcoverad to me, 1 forbear to mention, 

el I fhould be compelled to bring their Credit in Quesiion, who have experienced 

them. In this only believe me, whofoever thon art, that wouldeft d? Chymical © 

Riedicaments , alwayis be fure to take the true Tinctures of Things, in which 

their volatile Sulphur is abfconded 5 if you neglect this, you negtect your own 

Faime and Gain, and the Health of the Sick. 
x 


Vhat remains after this third Operation grind 
to a fubtle Powder, ard on that pour the beft Spi- 
yit 
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rit of Wine; circulate the Mixture for one 
Month , in a Cucurbit or Circulatory diligently 
nine or ten times, fo often pouring on frefh Spirit. 
This being done, dry the Powder with gentle heat, 
and for one whole Day keep it red-hot in a Cruci- 
ble, fuch as Goldfmiths ufe to melt their Metals 
in. Afterward refolve this Powder (ina moyft 
Place, upon a Stone or Glafs Table, or in Eggs boyl- 
ed toan hardnefs) into a Liquor, which fet in heat, 
again dry, and reduce to Powder. ‘This Powder 
effects many egregious and wonderful Things, 
which cannot eafily be believed by Thofe, who 
have not proved the fame. * p 

* If you bave "believed, or experienced the Virtues of this Powder once de- 
tonated, you will not be a Thomas in this third Detonation. Set to your 


hand, touch and ufe this, and it will perform the fame, which true Diaphore- 
tick Antimony can, but with greater Security aod Efficacy. 


But it operates not fuddenly, it muft have time to 
exercife its Powers, and fhew its own Vertue, by 

the Teftimony of Experience, very admirable. 
Whofoever labours with internal Impofthumes, 
let him take of this white fixed Powder of Antimo- 
my inthe Spirit of Wine, or any other rich Wine, 
the fourth partof a Dram, five or fix times a Day, 
and he will find his internal Impofthume opened, 
and all the Coagulated Blood to be expelled by de- 
grees, without any peril of Life or Health. He, 
who is afflicted in his Body with the New Difeafe 
of Souldiers, if he ufe this Powder in the aforefaid 
manner, will alfo find this Evil confumed through- 
out the whole Body, and by the fame expelled. 
Moreover, it produceth new Hairs, and renovates 
aman to the admiration of all men; it gives new, 
found , and pure Blood , and is the Effecter of fo 
much Good, as even the leaft part of it (although 
Equity 
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Equity feems to require this) cannot by mce be de- 
{cribed or declared. It is not fit I Mould nere ma- 
nifeft all things clearly, and in fuch manner, asany 
man, without Labour and Toyl, by reading my 
Writings, may become a perfect Doétor, no more 
than it is fit, that a Youre Country Man * fhould be 
fed withthe whiteft and beft baked Bread, which 
he hath not prepared with his own Labour, or the 
Corn of which himfelf thrafhed not out. 


PEU e a Cl 


* Valentine bath fo clearly detected all Things, as no man, either before or 
after him, bath done it more clearly. AH that came after him feem ta have con- 
Spired, and agreed together to (precd Clouds overthat Light, which he brought 
dntothe World. Hence it is, that they do not Publickly extol his Prayfes, at- 
cording to the bigh ESleemevery man Privately hath of him 5 nor have they 
tranflated his Books into other Tongues, although Hz, of all Authors, is the moft 
worthy, Who peaks in the Languages of all Nations, toat he may be a comfort 
tothe Lovers of Chymiftry, erring in the Labyvéntns of others, and always 
produce a new Off-ipring of Philofopbers. But noman (hounid think, that he 
could fo clearly Shab, as every man, handling Chymiftry (according to the 
Saying) with unwafhed Hands, might prefintly understand him ; that is, as 
hémfelf faith, not poffible to be done, nor is it expedient that the Son of a vile 
Clown fhould eat of the fineft Flower, in preparing which he took no Pains 5 
yet f as below he confeffeth) orr Author hath ufed plain , fimple and clear 
Pords. 


But I make too large a Progrefs in this open 
Fi f Doctrine, in which the Ancient Hunters 
take their Larks, and the Young Ones prefently 
follow them with their Nets.For my Style(as all my 
Writings witnefs) hath a certain fingular purpo- 
fed Method, like that of all Philofopers before me. 
If any one think it ftrange, that I here propofe 
certain fingular Procefles, in which my Philofophy 
differs from other, let him be anfwered with this, 
that Philofophick Speech much differs from the 
Method of other mens Difcourfes, who nakedly 
and fieerely declare fome Procefs , without any 


Ambiguities or Cloudings of e£xigma’s. There- SA 
fore, confider the diference, and accufe not me, S 
asa” 
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as if I had deviated from Order, in my Style of 
Philofophy . and of Preparations and Procefles. 
For ina Philofophick Difcourfe, it is behooful to 
learn and judge of what appertainsto the Theory, 
but the Practice teacheth you the Inftruction of 
Proceffes; therefore in them, true, fimple, clear 
and well grounded Words are to be ufed. 

Alfo , of Antimony is made a Balfom, againft 
grievous Difeafes very profitable ; yet not of 
Crude Antimony, but of the Regulus thereof, 
whence may be made living Afrcury, in the fol- 
lowing manner. 

Take of the beft Hungarian Antimony, and crude 
* Tartar equal parts, and of Salnitre half a part; 
grind them well together, and afterward flux them 
in a Wind-Fornace; pour out the flowing Matter 
intoa Cone, and there let it cool; then you will 
find the Recuslus, which thrice or oftner purge by 
Fire, with Tartar and Nitre;and it will be bright 
and white, fhining like Cupellate Silver, which hath 
fulminated and overcome all its Lead. 


* what I advifed to in the Preparation of Liver of Antimony és bere to be 
repeated 5 instead of Crude Tartar take Salt of Tartar, by which the Operation 
will fooner and better proceed. Salnitre here is unprofitable. Therefore, take 
of Antimony and Salt of Tartar, of each equal parts, melt them and make a 
Regulus, according to the Rule here given by Bafilius. If yos caf away the 
Glaf(as all men for the moft part do) you wik do ill. For I, of that prepare 
a very profitable Medicament in this manner. I grind this Gla in an hot 
Mortar, taking heed it contract no Hamidity from the Air, which may eafily 
be prevented , and having put it in a Phial, pour Alcobol of wine thereon, 
and thence extract a moft beautiful Tindtare, in Colour red like Blood. This 
Tiaéture is a most excellent Cordial, if thirty, forty or fifty Drops of it be taben 
in convenient Liquor, and that, if you will, twice or thrice a day; for itis 
taken with fafety, and recreates ehe whole Man, 


_ Grind this Regulu to a fubtle Powder, and hav- 
ing put it into a Glafs, pour it/on,Oylof Juniper, 
or Spirit of Turpentine, which comes forth in the 

i firk 
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firft Diftillation, and is pure as Fountain Water ; 
keep the Vellel well clofed, ina fubtle heat of B. 


M.and the Oyl of Juniper, or Spirit of Turpen- - | 


tine, will become red as Blood , which pour off, 
and rectifie with Spirit of Wine. This is endu- 
ed with the fame Virtues, as Balfom of Sulphur, as 
I fhall then fhew, when I write of Sulphur, becaufe 
they require one and the fame Preparation. 

Of this Balfom only three or four Drops, taken 
thrice ina Week with hot Wine, heal the Difeafes 
of the Lungs, cure the frequent Cough, and Afh- 
ma, alfo they are conducent inthe Vertigo, prick- 
ings of the Sides and in diuturnal Coughs. 

Alfomany Oyls may be prepared of Antimony, 
fome per fe and without Addition, and many others 
by Addition. Yet they are not endued with the 
fame Virtues, but eachenjoys its own, according 
to the Diverfity of its Preparation. Of which 1 
now give you this Similicude. There are many 
kinds of Animals, which live only in the Earth, as 
are many Creeping Things, Worms and Serpents; 
alfo others, fome of which are new kinds, which, 
pefore were not,and thefe alfo procced from Pu- 
trefaction of the Earth. Some inhabit the Wa- 
ters , as all kinds of Fifhes; others flie through 
the Air, asevery kind of Flying Things, and Birds 5 
fome alfo are nourifhed in the Fire, as the Sala- 
mander. And befides thefe, in the more hot Re- 
gions and Iflands, are found many other Animals, 
which to thefe Nations are unknown, which pro- 
long their Life by the Solar Heat, and which die 
fo foonas brought into another Air. So Antimo- 
ny, when prepared by the Addition of Water, 
ailumes another Nature and Complexion for ope- 
rating, then when prepared by Fire only. And 
although every Preparation of it ought to be 
made by Fire, without which the Virtue of it can- 

not 
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not be manifefted: yet confider, that the Additi- 
on of Earth gives:it wholly another Nature, than 
the Addition of Water. So alfo when Antimony 
is fublimedin Fire through the Air, and further 
prepared, another Virtue, other Powers, and ano- 
ither Operation follow , than in the Preparations 
‚already defcribed. Therefore the Oyl of Anti- 
imony, per fe, without addition, and the true Sul- 
phur thereof are prepared after this Method. 
Take crude Hxngarian Antimony, put that ground 
'to a fubtle Powder, into a Glafs Cucurbit with a 
flat bottom: and pour thereon the true Vinegar 
‘of Philofophers rendred more acid with its own 
‘Salt. Then fet the Cucurbit firmly clofed in Horfe- 
dung, or B. MM. to putrefie the matter for forty 
Days, in which time the Body refolves it felf, and 
the Vinegar contracts a Colour red as Blood. 
Pour off the Vinegar , and pour on freh, anddo 
this fo often, as until the Vinegar can no more be 
‘tinged. This being done, filtre all the Vinegar 
‘through Paper, and again fet it, put into a clean 
Glais firmly clofed agam in Horfe-dung , or B. AL 
as before, that it may putrefie for forty Days; in 
which time the Body again refolves it felf, and the 
| Matter in the Glafs becomes as black as Calean- 
tham , or Shoomakers Ink. When, you have this 
Sign, then true Solution is made, by which the fur- 
ther Separation of Elements is procured. Put 
this black matter into another Cucurbit, to which 
apply an Alembick, and diftil off the Vinegar with 
moderate Fire ; then the Vinegar pafleth out 


Clear, and in the bottom a fordid matter remains ; ` 


grind that to a fubtle Powder , and edulcorate it 
with diftilled Rain Water, then dry it with gentle 
heat, and put ita Circulatory with a long Neck 
(the Circulatory muft have three Cavities or Bel- 
lies, as if three Globes were fet one above another, 

-ye 
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yet diftinct or apart each from other, as Sublima- 
tories,» with their Aludel [or Head] are wont to 
be made, and it muft have a long Neck like aPhial, 
(or Bolthead and pour on it Spirit of Wine high- 
ly rectitied, till it rifeth three Fingers above the 
Matter, and having well clofed the Veflel , fet it 
in a moderate heat fortwo Months. Then fol- 
lows another new Extraction , aud the Spirit of 
Wine becomes tranfparently red as a Ruby, or as 
was the firft Extraction of the Vinegar , yea more 
fair. Pour off the Spirit of Wine thus tinged, 
filtre it through Paper, and put it into a Cucurbit 
(the black Matter which remains fet afide, and fe- 
parate from this Work; for it is not profitable 
therein) to which apply an Head and Receiver, 
and having firmly clofed all Junétures, begin to 
diftil in Afhes with moderate Fire : then the Spirit 
of wine carries over the Tincture of Antimony with 
it felf, the Elements feparate themfelves each from 
other, and the Alembeck and Recipient feem to 
refemble the form of pure Gold tran{parent in fi 
Afpect. Inthe end fome few Feces remain,and the 
Golden Colour in the Glafs altogether fayls. The 
red Matter, which in diftilling paffed over into the 
Receiver, put into a Circulatory for ten Days, 
and asmany Nights. By that Circulation Sepa- 
rationismade; forthe Oyl thereby acquires Gra- 
vity,and feparates it felf to the bottom from the 
Spirit of Wine; and the Spirit of Wine is again 
Clear, as it was at firft, end {wims upon the Oyl. 
Which admirable Separation is like a Miracle in 
Nature : Separate this Oyl * from the Spirit o 
Wine by a Separatory. 


* Hore you have not only whatjosver can be made of Antimony , bst alfa i 
almoft all that cas be promifed by a Chymift. This a that with which al tn 
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Rooks of all Chymiftsare filed, whichis involved in fo many Fables, compli 
cated in fo many Riddles, and explicated with fo many obfcure Commentaries , 
that ts,which in all tne world is defied by Fools, fought by the Sons of Art, aud 
found by the wife. This Bafilius reveals, this be repeats, this he inculcates ; 
this is his Triumphant Chariot , which he asit were carvies about, and often 
| fhews in the various Parts of his writings. Bifsre in this Treatife, be prefents 
_itunder the Name of an Extraction of Crude Antimony, here it i's Oyl of An- 
timony,foon after it is converted into'aStone, which is called the Stone of Fire. 
Thus this Proteus often offers it felf, always various, yet always the fame in 
, Substances Compare all thefe Proceffes, which are fo often diverfly propounded, 
with thefe my Commentaries made upon the Extraction of Crude Antimony, 
and you will have the Work compleat in all its Numbers 5 you will bave a Trea- 
i fure, in which, if you know not what you have, I remit you to Ælop’s Dunghil- 
Cock, who found a Gem in the Dunghil, but knew not what he had. confider 
diligently , O Lover of Chymiftry, and you will find that no man hath dealt 
more clearly and fiscerely with Thee, than Bafilius, and me after hin, who [hew 
thee where the Have tlies, which fo many Others have banted in vain, If now 
you be not here wife,yoa wil not be healed with three Anticyra’s. Therefore E 
will ald nothing, lest I make Fools mad, who now indeed are wife. 


This Oyl is of a fingular and incredible Sweet- 
nefs, with which no other thing may be compared, 
itis grateful inthe Ufe, and all Corrofivenefs is fe- 
parated from it. No man can by Cogitation 
judge, by Underftanding comprehend, what incre- 
dible Effects, potent Powers, and profitable Vir- 
tues are inthis Royal Oyl. Therefore, to this 
Sulphur of Antimony, I have givenno other Name, 
than my Balfom of Life , becaufe it effects very 
much, by the Grace of GO D, inthofe, inwhom 
was no help to be hoped for, but by the Mercy of 
GOD, and nothing remained but a moft certain 
expectation of changing Life with Death ; as my 
Brethren can witnefs hath been often done. It 
refrefheth a man fo, as if he were new born; it 
purifies the Blood; mixt and exhibired with the 
Tincture of Corals, it cleanfeththe Leprofie, and 
expels every Scab, which through impurity of 
-the Blood takes Root in man. It drives away 
Melancholy and fadnefs of Heart, it confirms the 

junctures, 
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Junctures , and above all ftrengthens the Heart, 
when given withthe Magiftery of Pearls. Alfo it 
helps the Memory, and in Swouning a more noble 
Medicine is not found, if fix drops of it mixt with 
equal parts of Oyl of Cinnamon be put upon the 
Tongue, and the Noftrilsand Arteries be anoint- 
ed witha little of the Effence of Saffron. 

Ah Good GOD, what moves me to fpeak, 
write, and invent many Things! For I fuppofe I 
fhall find few among the Doétors, who will give 
abfolute Credit to thefe my Writings , which I 
have declared faithfully, inftead of a Teftament, 
to my Difciples, Apoftles , and Followers; but 
Others, who before knew thefe wonderful Effects, 
and have often in Truth experienced thefe Vir- 
tues, will moreaccurately attend, and more eafily 
believe, and for this bounty of mine (viz. becaufe 
{have opened , by the permiflion of GOD, the 
Powers and Virtues which are infufed in the Crea- 
tures, and have as it were freed them from Prifon, 
brought them to Light, and unto free Operation) 
give me thanks, and {peak honourably of me , af- 
ter lam reduced to Duft in the Grave. 

Another way to drive Antimony, without Addi- 
tion,over by Alembeck is this. 

Makea Regulus of Antimony, by Tartar and Sal- 
nitre, as I above taught, grind this fubtily, put it in 
a great round Glafs, and place itin a moderate heat 
of Sand. This way the Aztimony will be fublimed : 
whatfoever fhall be fublimed’, that dayly put 
down with a Feather, that at length it may remain 
in the Bottom, and there perfift until nothing more 
ef it can be fublimed, but the whole remains fixed 
inthe Bottom. Then is your Regulus fixed and 
precipitated per fe. But confider, here is requi- 
reda fufficienttime, and repetition of the Labour 
often, before you can obtain that. This Red Pre- 

cipitate 
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cipitate take out, grind it to a fubtle Powder, 
which {pred upon a flat and clean Stone, fet in a 
cold moift Place and there let it remain for fix 
Months; at length the Precipitete begins to re- 
folve it felf into a red and pure Liquor , and the, 
Feces or Earth is feparated fromit. The Salt of 
Antimony, \ fay, only refolves it felf into Liquor, 
which filter, and put into a Cucurbit, that it may 
be condenfed by extraction of the phlegm, and 
again fet itin a moyft place, then will it yield you 
fair Cryftals. Separate thefe from their phlegm, 
and they will be pellucid, mixt wiitha red Colour; 
but when again purified become white. Then is 


made the true Salt * of Antimony, as I have often- 


prepared it. 
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* “IeG@- ice. or like with like, i a Proverb anong th: Greeks, and x 
here manifeft in onr Chymical work. For this Salt acuates all Menftruum’s; 
for their more cafie extrattion.of Metals 5 bat thole Extrallivis mof , which 


are made of Antimony, as of a Mincral to it of afinity and like. 


This Salt dry, and mix with it Vevexian Earth 
(which is called Tripel) three Parts , and in ftrong 
Firediftilit. Firft a white Spirit comes off, after- 
ward a red Spirit, which alfo refolves it felf into 
white. Rectifie this Spirit gently and fubeily in 
a dry or moyft Balneo , and fo you will have ano- 
ther white Oy] diftilled from the Salt of Avrimony. 
This Oyl, but why do I callit Oy!? this Spirit, I 
fhould rather fay , fince the Sait is diftilled in a 
Spiritual manner, in Quartans and other Feayors 
Often manifefts its Virtues, andis very conducente 
in breaking the Stone of the Bladder, it provokes 
Urine, and is profitable in the Gout. . Ourwardly 
applied to old corrofive Wounds witch have their 
Operation from Aars; it purifies them. Alfo, 
this Spirit o the Salt of Asism»y purifies the 
whole Blood, astheSaltof Gold doth. Antal- 
i though, 
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though , in healing very many other Difeafes it 
niay be profitably applied, yet it is not fo perfect, 
as the above defcribed red Oyl of Antimeny, in 
which its Sulphur is deduced to the higheft, puri- 
fied and feparated, as I faid; therefore 1 forbear 


‘to {peak more of this. 


Now, fince I have treated of the Sulphur and 
Salt of Antimony, and fhewed how they may be re- 
duced into Oyl and Spirit, to be fubfervient to 
Medicine ; I here treating further , purpofe to 
{peak of its Mercury alfo,and to manifelt what 
Medicine lies ab{conded , and as it were buried 
in if. 

Take the Regulus of Antimony, made in fuch 
manner, as I above taught, eight Parts. Salt of 
Humane Urine clarified and fublimed, one Part. 
Sal-Armoniack one Part: and one Part of Salt of 


` Tartar. Mix all the Salts together in a Glas, and 


having poured on ftrong Wine-Vinegar , lute it 
with the Luting of Sapience, and digeft the Salts 
withthe Vinegar foran intire Moneth in conveni- 
ent Heat; afterward put all into a Cucurbit, and 
in Afhes diftil off the Vinegar, thatthe Salts may 
remamdry. Uhefe dry Salts mix with three Parts 
of Venetian Earth, and by Retort diftil the Mix- 
ture with ftrong Fire, and you will have a wonder- 
ful Spirit. This Spirit pour upon the aforetaid 
Regulus of Autimeny reduced to Powder , and fet 
the whole in putretaction for two Moneths. Then 
gently diftil the Vinegar from it, and with what 
remains mix a fourfold weight of the filings of 
Steel, and with violent Fire diftilby Retort: then, 
tbe Spirit of Salt, which palleth out, carries over 
with it felf the Atrcury of Antimony in the Speci- 
es of Fume. Wherefore in this Operation you 
muft apply a great Recipient witha large quantity 
of Water in it, fo doing, the {pint of Cal: will be 

mixed 
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mixed with the Water,but the Mercury collected in 
the Bottom of the Glafs into true Living Mercury, * 


= * what were Arcanum’s ix the times of Bafilius, are now in our times bue 
vulgar Chymical works. Haw often (hall we find any One, who numbers him- 


Self among true Chymifts , that is ignorant of the way of making Mercury 


of Antimony ? either in this maaner, as Bafilius teacheth, or in another. 
For various Artificers have now invented various Methodsyeand every Oné 
wfeth that, be beft approves of. 


Behold, O Lover of Art, [have fhewed you, how 


of Antimony may be made Running Mercury, which 


very many have fo long, and in fo many Parts of 
the World fought, and how we may ule this A&r- 
cury with prayfe in Medicine, I will here diftover 
and fet down in Writing: 

Take inthe Name of the Lord, of this Mercury 
one Part, exprefs it through a Skin, aad pour on it 
of red Oyl of Vitriol highly rectified, four Parts. 
Extract the Oyl, and the Spirits of the Oyl will re- 
main with the Mercary: Force it with vehement 
Pire, and fomewhat will be fublimed. This Sub- 
limate again put down upon the Earth in the Bot- 
tom. Then pour on other Oyl, of the fame weight 
as before , and repeat this labour a third time. 
The fourth time, put the Sublimate which afcends 
with the Earth, and grind both together, and the 
whole wiil be clear and pure’, like.a Speculum or 
Cryftal. Put this into a Circulatory, and pour 
on it a like weight of Oyl of Vitriol, and thrice 
fo much Spirit of Wine. Circulate until Separa- 
tion be made, and at length the AZrcury refolve it 
felf into Oyl , and_float about like Oyl Olive. 
When you fee this, feparate thisOyl fromthe other 
Liquor, and put it into a Circulatory, and there 
pour on ftrong diftilled Vinegar, and permit it fo 
to reft for about twenty Days. Then this Oyk 
again acquires its own Gravity, and fettles to the 
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Bottom; and whatfoever Venenofity was in it, 
remains in the Vinegar, which will be tenebrous 
and altogether confuled. * 


+ Toere zs na need of Torches at Noon Day, nor of Commentaries in fo pera 
SPicuens a Defeription, by wbich Bafilius teacherh to mabe the Mercury of 
Anumony. Begin leifuyely, give heed to alt particulars, aad your work (halt 
never deceive you. Left I fhould darken the Author, 1 defit from Commenting 5 
but add, that I doubt not, but that this Mercury will manijeft wonderful’ 
Effetis in the Humane Body: Yet I bave not experienced its Virtues for the 
health of Animals, therefore my Commentaries mull not exceed my Experience. 

Bat in the Emendationof Metals, it (bews it felj tobe endued with fingu- 
larVivtues. For I fay, and clearly afm , be that ca bring this Oyl here dex 
Serébed by Bafilius, to the ftate of a fixed Stone, may glory that be hath a fixed 
Tintture, only inferior to the one only King of Kings, the Great Rone of Phi- 
lofophers. Whoen thou haft proceeded thus far, O Lover of Chymillry , go not 
back, nor take off thy band from the Plough: but go on chearfully, perbaps in 
fo great a Grave. - 


The Golden Branch, with Leaves end Tevigs of Gold 7 
will flew it felf to The 


This is a great Arcanum, and {ecms repugnant 
to Nature, that this Oy! fhould firft iwim, and af- 
terward being rendred more ponderons, fettle to 
the Bottom. But confider, the Oyi of Vitriol is 
alfo heavy, yet whenthe Mercury in its Separation 
is not altogether pure, it ftands above it; but 
when the impure Lightnefs is taken from it by Vi- 
negar, becaufe the Vinegar allumes that , then the 
Oyl receives its juft weight. becomes compact, and 
fetties to the Bottom, This is the Oyl of the 
Mercury of Antimony, which is the fourth Columa 
of Medicine. 

Now come hither you Lepers! where be yon ? 
I will fopply yow with Means for Health, This 
Oyl is profitable againit the Apoplexy, comforts 
the Brain, makes a man induitrious, aad cherifheth 
the vital Spirits of the Head. If any onc hath la- 
boured long with grievous Diteafes, and will for 
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foine time dayly ufe this OyĻ his Hairsand Nayls 
will fall off, and he will be renovated, as a man new- 
born. Ail the Blood in the Humane Bodyisby it 
fo purified,as every Evilis taken off from it, and 
expelled. Thisheals the Frezch Difeafe, which we 
have lately inherited; for by this Medicine it is 
radically extirpated. And, to comprehend much 
in few words, the praife of this Oyl is greater in 
Medicine, than can be exprefled by Speech or 
Writing. 

Why do we, miferable Mortals, taken fromthe 
Earth, and ready to return into Earth, ftick here ? 
Why do we not haften to give Thanks to GO D 
our Creator, for this Medicine fo mercifully granted 
to Us ? You Doétors (if it pleafe the Gods) of 
either Medicine, come tome a religious man and 
Servant of GOD , I will manifeft to you what 
your Eyes never faw, and will hew you the way of 
Health and Sanity, which before you never knew. 
Yet if any one be found among you, who under- 
{tands my Proc: fles, and the way of Preparation, 
betterthan I; let him, I pray, not be filent, or fet 
aSealto his Lips: for here I ftand ready to learn, 
nor am I ahamed further to inquire, and defire 
that Light, which before I knew not. For J have 
often faid, thar thisour Life is circamfcribed with 
more ftrait Limits, then that one man fhould be 
able to fearch out ail Things, which Nature bears 
ab{conded in her Bofom. But on the contrary, I 
being the Author, let them be filent, who have ex- 
perienced icf than I, and if they have not attained 
to a folid Underftanding of my Writings , let 
themnot attempt to amend them, or (like Braw- 
lers) with incomiderate Words reprehend, what 
they never learned in the Schocis, and the Procefles 
of which they never received from men skilied in 
the Law. For my Terms otherwife found, and 
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fignifie other than theirs, who oppofe themfelves 
againft me, and who are afhamed of the Labour of 
Planting Trees, and of Grafting fruitful Sprouts 
thereon; therefore they always abide among dry 


- and withered Wild Trees, and can never attain to 
any Branch of green , fappy, and well manured 


Prue recs: 

~ Haften not, I fay, O man experienced in our 
Art, to pafs your Sentence of Judging, and be nor 
willing to condemn , what yon have not yet your 
felf acquired by Thoughts, or gained by Difci-- 
pline. Many imprudent men frequently fay, Fifhes 
are frozen m Waters ; but thefe difcover their 
own imprudence and want of Knowledge. For 
it will never be proved, that a Fifh, even in the 
bittereft Winter will ever be frozen in Waters, as 
long as thelce of thofe Waters is dayly broken by 
the diligence of Mortals. But the reafon why 
Fifhes dye, is becaufe, when the Ice is not opened, 
their refpiration is hindred, and they thence are 
are fuffocated. For it may eafily be proved, that 
no Animal can live,’when to it the ufe of Air is 
denied. Whence it may well be concluded, that 
thofe Fifhes, which’ are found dead under the Wa- 
ttr, in anextreant Cold Seafon, die not of Cold (as 
men of little underftanding think) but becaufe 
they are deprived of Air. By like Reafon (that 
we may apply thisExample) I fay, fince Antimony, 
is to produce fuch admirable Fruits, it is to be 
taken out of the Mountains; but firft, by the Care 
of the Miners fpiracles, or breathing places, are 
to be made for it, andafterward it muft be prepa- 


yed with Water, Air and Fire, as with auxiliary 


Mediums, left its fruitfulnefs be fuffocated in the 
Earth. But with many and laborious Preparati- 
ons of Artifice, it muft be manifefted and brought 
to Light, for the expected Sanation of a 
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by reafon of which it hath been fo long fought into. 

Where now, O Wretch! who contemneft An- 
timony, and among all men accufelt itas mere Ve- 
nom, where is thy Rhetorick, or Dialect, where- 
with to defend thy felf ? But. fince thou under- 
itandeft neither White, nor Black, nor Green, nor 
Red, nor Yellow; nor knoweft which way to go 
about to juftifie Avtimony, its Virtue, Power and 
Utility, being unknown to thee, thou doeft well, if 
thou keepeft Silence, and permitteft this Repre- 
-henfion of thy Ignorance, as a Wave driven with 
vehement wind to fly over thy Heads fearing, that 
if thofe Winds and Waves fhould be predomi- 
nant, thy own weak and frail Bark would be funk 
and fubmerged. To avoid this peril, feafonably 
call upon thy Sleeping Mafter, as the Difciples of 
our Saviour Jefus Chrift did, when they feared they 
fhould perih. Yet this muft not be done witha 
diilembled and feigned, but with a true and pure 
Heart, withontall Hypocrifie , then your Redem- 
ption and Help will undoubtedly follow, fo that in 
all Verity you will fee and find the Winds and the 
Sea to obey you, aud all Things to be brought to 
the defired End. 

I wilh man were but fo difpofed, as he would 
ftudy to obtain fomewhat with labour and Dili- 
gence, thencertainly the Gods, the Prefidents of 
Profperity and Art would give Succefs, by which 
fuch a Difciple and Follower of Art might be af- 
fured, that in the wihed School of Art, and defired 
Domicil of Grace, Felicity and Health fhould not 
be denied him, but that he himfelffhould certainly 
fee and find the Foundation of the Corner Stone, 
upon which he might commodioufly build up all 
the other Orders of Stones. Then would ceafe 
the fo many evilly founded Impertinencies of Bab- 
lers, which in the Schools ftun the Ears of Difci- 
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ples, and in Houfesthe Ears of the Sick; ard the 
Matter it felf would {peak , as it were with open 
Mouth, and by certain Experience confirm, that a 
Caftle or Palace of Stone cannot fo ealily be fet on 
Fire and burnt, as a Pidgeon-Honfe, or the old 
Neft of a Stork compofed of rotten Wood, and 
dayly dried more and more by the Sun. 

But my Auditor and Difciple , do thou with 
fharp Judgment weigh this my fincere Information, 
and with fervent delire ftrive to penetrate the in- 
molt Center of Art, which by the external Face 
canbe known by no man; profecute and prefs af- 
ter the Virtue and Power thereof, no otherwife, 
than asa Hunter purfuesa Wild Beaft; fearch out 
jts Footfteps through the Snow , that you may 
rightly diftinguifh, and not take an Hart inftead 
ct an Hind, or an Hare inftead of a Fox, or give 
a falfe cftimate thereof, by erring from its Foot- 
fteps. Well, cait out your Nets, and take a mul- 
titude of Fifhes, according to your own Wifh or 
Defire. Place your Threads as is behooful, and 
difpofe of the Birds, which allure others to their 
place, and by this way of Fowling you will fulfil 
your defire with profit. That by thefe, to every 
Searcher 1 may briefly propofe my Admonition and 
Advice, 1 fay: My Friend the Hunter , difpof 
rightly your Nets and Inftruments for Hunting - 
as bchoveth; and you Mariner, who Night and 
Day fayl through the valt Seas, and are often 
driven hither and thither by the Winds, give heed 
to the Point of your Compals, and undoubtedly 
you will reap profit, and not bring home your 
Ship , fwiltly returning, without great Gain of 
Merchasidize. 

But why do I treat of many things, or fpend 
time unprofitably Cas tatling Sophifters are wont 
to do) in beating out the empty Chaff? I am de- 
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ceived ; I do not unprofitably {pend my time; 
for all the Words in my Writings are of ufe, and 
in them are found few empty Letters, which con- 
tain not {ome Utility together with a profitable 
Inftruction, fo that the time I fpend in Writing 
will rather bea Recreation, than a Burthen to me. 
‘Therefore now, after the manner of Fencers, I will 
ftep back one pace, and into the Chymical Labora- 
‘tory infer anew Doétrine of External Things; 
iviz, hew, that Antimony is of fuch a Nature, as 
may be prepared fo, asto yield prefent help in Me- 
dicine pertinent to External Wounds, which ma- 
nifoldly offer themfelves to us, and are declared 
by Chirurgy. Therefore I will begin and briefly 
explain my Procefles, viz. how that is to be ufed 
in Medicine , and how it may profitably be pre- 
pared. 

Whofoever thou art, among Junior Students, 
that defireft to fearch out the Occult things of Na- 
ture, and to bring her hidden Secrets to Light, 
attend to what I fay, that thou mayeit be able to 
diftinguifh Day from Night, and what is clear from 
the Obfcure. 

Take of Hungarian Antimony one part, Common 
Salt half a part, and fix parts of Argilla not burnt, 
grind all together , and diltil vehemently with-a 
continual Fire without Ingermiffion and at length an 
Oy! willcome forth: from this abftract its Phlegm 
by Diftillation, that a red dry Powder may remain 
in the bottom of the Cxcurbir. This Powder grind 
fubtily, and refolve it into a Liquor, upon a Mar- 
ble Stone; and you will have a red fhining Balfom 
for Wounds, which far excels very many other 
Balfoms. Its Ufe * is principally in Wounds , 
which have been a long time open, and m the 
Cure of which the Deétors with their Plaifters , 

unguents, Oyls and Ligaments could effect no- 
come: thing: 
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thing : but with very great Difgrace they at i 
length take off the Horfe’s Bridle and Saddle, and ` 
return him to the Stable, whence they had him. 


l 
l 


* A wife General of an Army fo ditpofeth his Souldiers in time of Fighting, 
that in the beginning of the Battle, the good and ftrong Souldéers fight, and in 
the End of the fame the beft and moft [trong come to deal with the Enemy ; but 
(uch as ave not powerful enough , for the firft and laft Encounter,in Arms or 
firength,ave by him placed in the midft, that they may take Example of fighting 
from the Former,and hope of belp and Victory from the Later. The Emperor is 
zmitated by the Orator, in placing his Argumentsfo , as he may overcome the 
` miads' of men. Bafilius imitates the Orator , in difpofing his Proceffes fo,as he 
may lead his Diftiple to Saptence, and the Fruit of wifdom. webavealready had 
famous Proceffes, and in explaining them bave ufed our Endeavour,and contribu- 
ted fome Light. Now follow thofe, that are in themfelves clear enough, and not 
sf fo great moment as the former , therefore we [hall not infit upon them. 


My Form of Speaking Savours of Simplicity ; 
for I ama man Religious, to whom the Method of 
Secular Men is unknown ; therefore cannot fo 
clearly detect and defcribe all Things, as the Matter 
it felf feems to require. Such amanasl,astothe 
Terms, becaufe he cannot fo formally ufe them, de- 
fires to be pardoned in this, and if he neglect any 
thing therein, he craves the candid Acceptation of 
all men, and in refpect of his State offers himfelf 
willing and ready to ferve all Chriftians Day and 
Night,and by his Prayers to GO D, torecompence 
this their Benevolence. a 

This Oyl is falutary in many grievous Accidents, 
and efpecially in old wounds, {0 that few Medicines 
are found, which muftnot give placeto this. Only 
that Oyl, which is prepared with the Vulgar Sub- 
limate of Apochecaries, is equal unto it in Effects, 
and is oftentimes by Experience found to be better, 
efpecially in the olf and Cancer, and inthe Nol 
me tangere. But in ordinary Fiftula’s, and th 
Herpes the fuperiour Oyl effects wonders, whic 
were thcy not confirmed by Experience, could no 
be believed, and allwhichI recitenot, left fom 
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one or other fhould judge me to do it from Ambi- 
tion, or that thence I hunt after Fame, which was 
never by meeither fought or defired nor at this 
time, as I can holily affirm, is it aimed at by me. 

Now I will give you the Preparation of another 
Oyl. 
Take Mercury mortified (which is fublimed to 
clearnefs and Splendor, and fold by Apothecaries) 
and Antimony, of each equal parts. Grind them 
together, and diftil them by fuch a Retort, as will 
retain the Spirits thrice , and afterward rectifie 
this Oy! with Spirit of Wine. Then the Opera- 
tion is abfolved,and the Oyl becomes red as Blood ; 
but at firft itis White, and like Ice or congealed 
Butter.. This Oyl effects wonders in many Affects, 
where Nature gave no.hope of Amendment, and 
it always moftly thews its force, virtue, power, 
and efficacy, in the perfect Emendation of Evil in- 
to Good. 

By Addition may be prepared another Oyl ve- 
ry profitable in external Wounds. i 

Take of Antimony one part , Sulphur one part; 
Sal. Armoniack, or Salt of Urine purified half a 
part, andCulx-Vive two parts. Expel the Oy} 
ftrongly : whatfoever is fublimed, that grind with 
the Caput-mortuum, and thereon again pour the 
Qy1 diftilled off, and thrice diftilit, then the Oyl 
is prepared. 

When old Wounds can in no wife be healed, 
' then ufethis Oyl. For it is trong, potent and pe- 
. netrative: and lays a good Ground (even as Oyl of 
| Vitriol doth) for future Sanation. 
' An admirable Baliom of divers Ingredients (a- 
mong which is 4ztimony) very ufeful in old 
| Wounds, is thus prepared. 
© Take of Sulphur Zitij. fet it over a moderate 
Fire to melt, aud put into it half a pound of £r- 
| chrys 
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cury, and ftir the Mixture {o long together, as un 
til both become one Mafs. This Mafs grind to 
Powder (for it is made as Céznabar is wont to be 
prepared) then grind with it 3iiij. of Azrimozy, O 
red Arfemck Zij. of Crocus Martis $1}. and of 
Powder of Tiles Zvilj. Put all thefe into a Glaf 
Cucurbit, and fublime them, as fuch things are 
wont tobe fublimed; andin this Sublimation you 
will have Rubies in Colour not inferiour tothe Oris 
ental, but they are not fixed , for they are volatile, 
and fly from the Fire. Let the Artificer feparate 
thefe Rubies from the Cinnabar, which afcends in 
the Sublimation, grind them to Powder and ex- 
tract them with {trong Vinegar. This being done, 
let him abitraét the Vinegar leafurely in B. M. and 
a Powder will remain; this Powder grind {mall as 
before, and having put it into another Glafs, ex- 
tract its Tincture with Spirit of Wine, and fepas 
rate the remaining Feces. This Extraction with 
Spiritof Wine digeft in B. M. well clofed for one 
Month. Then abftract the Spirit of Wine, as 
you abftracted the Vinegar , and put the remain- 
ing, Powder of-Wane intoa flat Glafs Difh, and fet 
that Difh ina Cellar intoa Pail full of Water, that 
it may Swim upon the Water, as a Boat. So do- 
ing. the Powder which is in the Glafs wiil ina few 
days refolve it felf into a clear and perlucid Li- 
uor. 
r This Liquor is falutary in old open Wounds, 
andis a vulnerary Balfom in like Accidents, if put 
into them, and they covered round with acommon 
Stiptick Plaifter. In diuturnal open Wounds, it 
Ieaves no man deftitnte of help, although fuch, as 
intheCure of which all other Remedies have been 
triedin vain. Of open Ulcers, which have them 
Original from within, I {peak not here; for they 


cannot perfectly be healed without internal Re; 
i medies, 
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nedies, which drye up all Fluxions, and radically 
sxtirpate the Difeafe: although at this time few 
we found, who bend their thoughts this way, or 
ake any Courfe to touch the Root it felfof thofe 
Difeafes, of which I now treat. ; 
If Men would in their Minds well confider the 
Salamitics of Life, into which the Fall of our firft 
Parents precipited us, and ferioufly weigh that O- 
riginal Sin, and the great troop of Evills thence 
iffuing, Viz: of Sadnefs, Anguifh, Difeafes and 
Miferics, they certainly would {pend their time 
setter, andimploy more labour to fearch out the 
aealth of their neighbours, fo ftrictly commended 
© them by the Supream Ruler of Heaven, and by 
aim commanded as their proper Duty. But how 
many ( with grief be it {poken! ) fhunning labour, 
sonfume their time unprofitably, and do not what 
wasto be donebythem, but what they formerly 
nave done, and {till have aluftto do, being affrayd 
to do fo much, as will {oyl their Fingers Ends; as 
if they did envy the Tradefman, who perhaps gets 
afmall Gain by felling Soap, which they would not 
willingly buy, to walh their delicate hands. Are 
not all we miferable Mortals, that live here, Stran- 
Zers inthe Earth, pollelling nothing, that we can 
call ours? Are not all Things we here ufe, the 
Goods of our Lord, lent tous, whilft we live and 
nolonger? Therefore we ought fo to behave our 
Selves inufing them, that fupported with a goed 
Conícience we niay be able to ftand in that Day, 
in which an Account is to be given for them; and 
benot for our Ingratitude caft into Prifon, and ut- 
ter Darknefs where fhall be weeping and gnafhing 
of Teeth. Ifthis were the Meditation, and this 
the Intention of every Man, he would be like a 
Montter, ifhe faould think of admitting Sin in him- 
elf, or of neglecting his Office, and all Men 
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would, witha certain Emulation ftrive to pleafuré 
their Neighbours, with the Gifts received from 
GOD. But thefe things are remote from the 
thoughts of the World, and Wordly Men; 44%- 
ney, Money, isthe Scope of all their Intentions; this’ 
the Potent feek directly or indirectly; and for this _ 
the Poor are fubfervient to them, that they alfo | 
may participate of the Mammon of Iniquity. : 

Yet take heed, ladvife you to take heed, left 
the Bones of that Flefh, fticking in your Throat, 
Suffocate you, or the Back-bones of Fifhes pierce 
your Heart. But what doth Admonition help 
which the World little efteemes of and derides? 
Hear, l pray you an Hiftory;or learn a Parable. 
When; according to my Vow, undertook a Pil- 
grimagetoSt. Fames,to vilit that holy Placeasq 
Stranger, [prayed to GOD, and bound myfelf 
witha Vow, that if he granted mean happy Re- 
turn to my Monaltery, I would render himdue 


turn Thanksto him. But I thought many more 
would have rejoyced with me, and have given 
thanksto the fame GOD, forthe famous Reli- 
gues, which at that time | brought with meto our 
Monaftery, ( for Confolation of the Poor, and ma+ 
ny Others ) that it might procure to it felfa Name 
inthis perifhing Valley of Tears, that conld not 
bec wiped out by any Oblivion. Yet hence fe 
were rendred either better, or more gratefult 
GOD, for fo greata benefit, but perfevered i 
Derifion and Contempt of that,which G O D wil 
vindicate in the laft Day. 

But of thefe enough at this time,let us proceed i 
our Inftruction of Antimony, whence yet anothe 
Medicine may be mean whichI my {elf hay 
experienced to be very falutary; and effectual ing 
every kind of Feavers, and in the Peftitence. 
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Grind Antimony fubtily, put itintoa Glafs Re- 
‘ort, and diftil it witha ftrong fire, without any 
Addition, 3. or 4. times, and alwayes with a large 
Receiving Veflel; at length of it is madea Red 
Pouder, which extract with Vinegar,and circulate 
she Extraction with agentle fire for ten whole 
Dayes, abftract the Vinegar by Diftilling, and that 
which remains, by afingular * Artifice in diftilling 
will be changed intoan Oyl. Letthis Oy! be fur- 
ther Circulated until all Humidity be drawn off 
herefrom, and it again be reduced to Pouder, as 
twas, when the Vinegar is abftracted and fepara- 
ted by Diftillation, then gather the Oyl in anew 
eceiver. 


* This Extattion may be rendved volatile with Spirit of wine, after the fami 
manner, as I taught yuu in the former Operations. 


Four Grains ofthis Oyl taken with water of Car- 
duns Benedittas, if the Sick be well covered and 
Sweated, heal Quotidian, Tertian Ó Quartan Fevers: 
The fame Dofe is very available for expelling the 
Peft, either given with Spirit of Wine, or with 
diftilled Vinegar, according as the Paroxyfm of 
the Pelt firft invades, either with Heat, or with 
Cold.Which is witnefled by three Brethren in our 
Monattery, who recovered of the Plague by this 
‘Arcanum, when they expected no other but Death, 
rand had-made their Wills. This fo reconciled 
[their Minds to this my Art, as they helped me, 
} With greater Zeal then before,both by their Pray- 
ers and Labour,and fpent the leifure time they had 
exempt from Religious Dutyes, in ferving me day- 
ly; andina hort timeattainedto fo great Expe- 
qrence, that by their own Induftry, and the In- 
duftry of their Brethren, they gained more true 
Knowledge in fearching out the Arcanums of Na- 
ture, 
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ture, then they could before obtain in alonge 
' feries of time. Theréfore, for thefe Men, Í 
give them thanks, even unto my very old Age;| 
and in very deed Ireturn them thanks, becaufe 
they deferved fo well of me, and of others, by their 
fo faithful Labour; but they finifhed their Courfé 
of this Life before me, and entred the way ofall} 
Fich, wherefore I recommend their Reward to the 
Supreme Phyfitian,;who dwells inthehigheft Hea- 
vens, and there will refrefh them with fufhicient 
Joy, and make up-in Heaven that Juft Recompence, 
which here on Earth was denyed them by iguorant,} 
and ungrateful Men. ; 
Another Oyl of Antimony for wounds, 1s-pre- 
pared with Addition in the following Manner. . 
Takeof Antimony, Sulphur, Saltnitre, of each ef 
qual parts; Fulminate thofe under a Bell, as Oylof 
Sulphur per Campan. is made , which way of prepad 
ring hath long fince been known to the Arftients 
But Confider, you will havea better.way, if inftead) 
of a Bell, you take an Alembeck *, and apply to It 
a Recipient; fo youwillobtain more Oyl, which 
will indeed be of the fame Colour, as that which isi 
made of Common Sulphur, but in powers and vir 
tues not a little more excellent, then it. 


* Inow, O Lover of Chymiftry, Speak to yoa by Pictures not in words owel 
that by a Compendinm of Speech, you may alfo Wave this Campendinm of Laboaty 
and Charge. Bzbold this Inftyument, 


Here place the Figure in page. 128. 


and provide for your pelf fuch an One, that you miy follow Bafilius, in makin 
Oy! of Sulvhur per Campan. Fo? thiste2y Sj. wil yeild you as macn Oyl, & 
a Pound will make inthe Comnior Method. From Sixteen ounces of Sulph 
you may extract half an Owsce of Oyl, which others, inthe way, do [Carealy tx 
pect from Sixtecnpounds. -_ “í 
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We vufe 3 or 4. Drops of this inwardly taken 
with Spirit of Wine againft the Phthifick of 
the Lungs, butoutwardly, if it firft be anointed, 
and a Stiptick Playfter applyed,againft all Wounds 


find it to be the moft certain Remedy of all 
‘Wounds. 
Again another Oyl of Antimony againft all 
‘corroding Wounds very profitable, is this way 
made, 
Take of Antimony tb. j. Common Salt dryed, 
Itb. 3. Tiles broken; fb. v. Grind all together, 
and put them into a Retort, whence diftila Yellow 
Oyl. When all the Spirits are come forth, put 
the Matter in another Glafs. and from it extract 
the Plegm, and aPouder will remain; which in 
an humid place fpread upon a ftone, and you will 
have an Humid Balfom, which is a fingular Remedy 
in all Verminant Wounds, and in the Cancer, 
which hath being cheifly inthe Face of a Man, and 
inthe Brealts of aWoman. Much more might be 
written of this Balfom, did I not fear, that every 
unskillful Man, and the Rabble of Sophifters 
would fall foul on me, and fay I {peak too largely, 
and commit more to writing,then Experience hath 
ataughtme; and fo that [boat ouly of Speculati- 
ons, and mere Imaginations. 

Morcover, another Oyl is made in this manner. 

Sublime one part of Antimony, with afourth 
part of Sal Armoniack, with fubtile Fire. The Salt 
carryesup the Sulphur of Antimony, red as Blood. 
Grind this Sublimate to a fine Powder, and ifyou 
took at firft [b.j.of Antimony, grind with it again 
$v. of Sal Armoniack, and Sublime as before. The 
Sublimate diflolve in a moyft place. Or otherwile, 
take the Sublimate, and edulcorate it from the Salt 
po gently dry it, and you will have Sulphur, 


{tinking, and tending to putrefaction, and fo will “0 


which 
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which burns like Common Sulphur, which is fold 
at the Apothecaries. From this Sulpur extract 
its Tincture with diftilled Vinegar, and when you 
have abltracted the Vinegar by gentle Heatof 
B. M. and bya fubtile Operation again diftilled ` 
che remaining Pouder, you will have Cifin this 
Operation yon erre not) amoft Excellent * Oyl 
grateful, Sweet, and pleafant in its ufe, without 
any Corrofivenefs or peril. 


* Tois is another Repetition of the Praczft, by which the Balfom of Antimony 
zs made, as out Author cals it in this Trcatéfeyor the Quinte fence of Antimony, 
of which oftzn above. Yet in the procefs there is this difference, that here the 
Sulthyz isPpoarated by the Sal Armoniack from the Antimony,and then extracted 
fron the Pivegars whereas, in the other Proceffe,the Sulphur és extracted by they 
Pineger, while it és yet united with the Antimony. Bat thefe are not things 
of fo grat a Moment, as to fruhrat: the FFE of Operations. Therefore this 
Eaitety gives the greater Liberty to toe Operator, that he may not be Sciupuleus 
é4 thate Things, in which h2 undiviisuds the Reafon of what he doth, and of 
the Method by wbich he alts. 


Itheaisthe Phthifick,remedies the Priekings of 
the Sides; and if any One labonrs with difficulty of 
Breathing, let him take too Granes in the morning, 
andas many at Night going to Bed. inthe Elixir or 
Spirit of Wine, and he fhail be healed, For it die 
lates the Pallages of the Breaft, expells all Impuri- 
ties, and Phlegmes out of the Brealt; and to meig 
hath often produced many unlooked for Effects. 
But fince in other Preparations of Autimony, Ihave 
deferibed fuch Virtucs, as with this are common to 
them, I fudge it needicfs to repeat them all, left 
inthe Seétatorsof Art I fheuld create tedioufnels 
through multiplicity of Words. or alien thoughts) 
by ap urpertinent Tattoleoy. 

Inthe meen while, the Liquor, which, as Labova 
fud, was rcefolved inan Humid Place, is an exter- 
nal Medicine, and very profitable, for it lair 
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the Impurities of the Skin, and if a little Oyl of 
Tartar be mixed therewith, it heals the Phagede- 
naofthe Fingers; and if often anointed there- 
with, itpurilyes the Skin and cures Scrophulaes. 
Alto, Sulphur of Aiztimony is prepared in an o- 
ther Manner. 

Grind Autimony to afine Pouder, which boyl 
‘for two hours or alittle longer, in afharp Lixi- 
vium made of the Afhes of Beech-wood. When 
boyled, filter the Antimony clear, and poor Vinegar 
upon the filtred Liquor, and then the Sulphur will 
fettle ro the bottom wholly red. Pour off the 
Phlegm and gently dry the Pouder. Diftil this 
‘Pouder with the Vinegar of Wine, excract the 
Tincture, and do as you did with the former Sul- 
phur. . Yoreducethe fame into an Oyl by Difti- 
ling,is worth your while: Although the Oyl above 
mentioned hath greater Virtues, becaufe its Body, 
by the Sal Armoniack,in the beginning ofthe Sub- 
imation was better dillolved and opened. 

There yet remain many things to be written of 
Antimony, and efpecially Three, neceflary to be 
known by the SpagyrickPhyfitian and Philofopher, 
wiz. the Preparation of Vinegar, which is made of 
its Minera; and then the Philofophick Signate 
Star, which isnot to be omitted; and laftly the Lead 
of Philofophers, of which we fhall {peak fomewhat, 
‘touching which Many have imagined Great 
Things, and thought (intheir way of Reafoning, 
and Speculation ) to prepare the true and {yncere 
Mercury of Philofophers of it; which indeed can- 
not be done, fince {0 great Efficacy is not froma- 
boye inliced in Antimony, asthat in it can exilt that 
Mercury,or of itbe prepared. That Mercury is 
the firft Ezs, or firft Water of Metalls, whichis 
perfeét , otherwife the Great Stone of the ancient 
Wife Men could notbe madeof it, That-fictt 
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Ens, I fay, and the Seeds thereof, are found in a: 
nother Mineral, in which the Operation (according 


_ to the Genius of Metalls ) is greater, then in Aati- 


mony. Yet this fupplyes us with a certain Parti- 
cular, and moft profitable Operation , and befides 


‘init you may find whatfoever appertains to in- 


ternal and external Medicine. For it is the Columa 
of ever Shop of Apothec aries,if duely prepared, as 
Loftenadmonifh; nor is any thing wanting in it, 
provided the Arcift hath learned well to diftinguifh 
the Difpofition of Metalls and Mineralls, and dili- 
gently obferves both the Preparation and Ufe of 
‘Antimony, becaufe then, and not before, follows 

aperfeét Judgementofit. Therefore I will ftand 
to my Promife, and comfort my Difciples, accor- 
ding to their With, by fatisfying and inftruéting 
them, which way the Separation of Good from Evil 
may be known to tlem, and giving Information 
touching the Vinegar of Phiiofophers, which is 
made of Antimony. 

Malt the Minera of Antimony, and purify it, 
grind it toa Subtile Pouder, this Matter put into a 
Round Glafs, which is called a Phiall, having a long 
Neck, ponr uponit diftilled Water, that the Velel 
nay be half full. Then haying well clofed the 
Vellel, fet it to putrefy in Horfedung, until the 
Minera begin to wax hot, and caft outa Froath to 
the Si sperficies: then tis time to take it out; for 
that isa Sign the Body is opened. This digefted 
Matter put into a Cucurbit, which well clofe, and 
extractthe Water, which will have an acid Tafte. 
When all the Water is come off, intend the Fire,and 
a Sublimate will afcend; this again grinde with 
the Feces, and again pour on the fame Water, 
endafecondtineabftrad i it, then it will be more 
Sharp. This Operation muft be repeated, until 
the Water be made as Acid, as any other Sharp 

diftilled, 
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diftilled VinegarofWine. But the Sublimate, the 
oftner the Operation is repeated, the more it is di- 
minifhed. When you have obtained this Acid 
Vinegar, take frefh Minera as before and pour 
this Vinegar on it,fo ds it may ftand above it three 
Fingers; put it intoa Pelican, and digeft ittwo 
dayes in Heat, then the Vinegar becomes red, and 
much more fharp then before. Cant this clean 
off, and diftil ic without Addition in 8. MM. Fhe 
Vinegar comes off white, and the Rednefs remains. 
in the Bottom, which extracted with Spirit of 
Wine is an excellent Medicine. Again rectify 
the Vinegar in B. M. that it may be freed from 
itsPhlegm, laftly diflolve in it itsproper Salt, =~ 
viz: in 3iiij. of it, 3j. of the Salt, and force it 
{trongly by Afhes;, thenthe * Vinegar becomes 
more fharp, and acquires greater Strength, and ` 
virtue. 


* ThisVinegar alfo is numtred among the chief of thofe things, which ae 
prepared of Antimony,therefore I thought it worth while ta illuftrate this with 
[ome Commentaties. For although it maybe made in the way Balilius preferides, 
yet there ave Still fome things wanting to vender the work both more eaf and, 
more piifel, which I here fubjoyny For fix poands of Antimony are required 
fixteen paunds of Distilled water, and when ( after Digeftion ) we would distil 
ft „a certain mangal Operation muft be obferved, on which depends the Succefs 
of the wol: work almoft. Forthe Alembeck muf? be fo placed, as his Pips or 
Beak may be covived with water, which ether muft be put into the Recipient, or 
pafs out hy diftilling into thefame otherwife the Spirit's of the Antimony. 
will be loft, and more then half part of the fame perilh, or the Work requie 
a more time for its perfection. Ihave expreffed this by aFigure here placedg 
that if 


, 


Here place the Figure in the 133. Pages 


any by heaving de not fufficcently perceive this, they may by feeing underftand, 
When the whole water bath paffed ozer by Alembeck,the Five(as tne Author adma- 
hijheth ) is tabe increafed, and three Daves, and as many Nighss conti ined with- 
gat intermifion. Thin let all cool, and che Sublimate, as he teaches, muft ag 
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gin be mixed withthe Antimony ; this Labour for three Dayzs and Nights 
must beve-affumed, and afterward repeated to the third times Thin yn water 
will be acid, as commonVinigar. If you tinge this Vinegar with now Minera 
of Antimony, you wll have a Tindinre, which Bafiltus names Wes Balfome of — 
Life, fo ojtin deftviacd, but never fufficiently commended. O, did Mortals 
kow what Myferies lye abfconded inthis ‘Tindtuve, I queftion whrtber they 
wou! d-de defrons to fet about any other Preparation of Antimony. All things 
ave inthis Ox. Thavefpoken, O Lover of Chysni fry, do thou affe 1° 
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This Vinegar Cools vehemently,’ rot ascom- 
mon Vinegar, but with great Admiration, and cer! | 
tain Experience, efpecially fer aflwaging the Gan- 
grene produced from Gunpouder ; alfo it heals o£ 
ther enraged Wounds and Members, when joyned 
with the Soulof Saturn, wrought up into an Un- 
guent, and applyed outwardly. And mixt with 
Water of Endive, to which Salt praellz 1s added, 
it confames the Squinancy, and extinguifherh its 
great Heat: befides, it allwageth che Mction of 
the Blond inflamed. In timeofthe Peftilence, ta- 
Ecninwardly, the Dofe of one Spoonful, feveral 
times, and outwardly applyed te the Swellings by 
Fixen Clothes moyitned therein, extracts the Ve- 

hom, and moft excellently cools: Eut coniider, 
when you would ufe itm this manner outwardly, it 
muft be mixed with a third part of Water diftilled 
fromF rog{pawn. 

Many highly efteem the Signate Star of Animo- 
my, and very many bave endeavoured to prepare tt, 
{paring so labour to attain the fame. Which 
fome have acquired wirh good fuccefs, orhers have 
loft all their labour and Coft, Many have allumed 
aa Opinion, thar this Star is the trae fatter, 
whence the Stone of Philofophers may -be made, 
pvluchd hereunto, by chis chongncor imagreation, 
wt, bevarfe Nature her felf harsh tigned ir intoa 
Star, therefore they could net cheofe but eftecm of 

, it, and by thefe Cogitaticns were led into the W “i 
o 
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of Error, But Ifyncerely denounce, that itis nc- í 
thingio. For thele kind of Searchers erre fromthe 
Kings high-way, and kill themfelves in clambering 
up Rocks and Cliffs, in which wild Goats inhabit, 
and Birds of Prey build their nefts. It is notgiven 
tothisStarto contain in itfelf fo great Potency, 
or from it felf to form fopretious a Stone, Yet L 
affirm, that init lyes abfcoided a famous Medicine, 
which may be madeofit. The Star is thus made. 

Take of Hungarian Antimony 3. parts. Of Steel, 
1. part. melt thefe together with 4. parts of 
burnt Tartar, when melted pour out the whole in- 
toaCone, when cold take out the Regulus,and fes 
parate it fromall impurity, and the Scoria. Grinde 
this Regulus to Pouder and weigh it,then add there- 
to thrice fo much of burnt Tartar, and pour it 
out asbefore. Repeat this labour the third time, 
then the Regulus purgeth it felf,and becomes pure 
and clear. Note, when you have rightly com- 
pleated the Fufion, and have ufed a manual Opera- 
tion, asis fit (which is of principal concern inthis 
Work ) you will obtain afair Star * bright and 
fhining like Cupellate Silver, no lefs artificially 
formed, thenif fome Painter had with his Com- 
pafles diligently divided the fae. 


© Hire it isto benotzd. In the third fufionofthe Regulus, the Five mu? be 
wthemently heightned, that if ary Ivpurity vowion with the Regulas, it way 
by that intenfe heat be taben away. By this means you will baw: 1 Rezalas im 
beauty and whitenefs comparable to Silucr, but ia Virtue and Prio jai Supe 


rior 


This Star with Sal Armoniack is reduced to a 
red * Sublimate ; for the Tincture of Aturs aicends. 
Such a Sublimate may be refolved in a mou place 
into a Liquor, which difcovers wonderfal Virtues 
in Chirurgy. 
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* This Sublimate, before it is fet in a cellar to be there refalued, fhould be 
pargid fromtne Sal Armoniach witb dijliled water. They ave few Things which 
Ladmonilh, but by the ignorance of thefe or thofe, great Errors are committed,and 
the work with all its Cosis and Charges perifheth, or at leaft yeilds not 
fafficient to pay what the Materials cof. 


This Regulus, or Signate Star, melted often 
with the Stony Serpent, is brought ro fuch a tate, 
as at length it confumes it felf init, and wholy 
unites it felf with the Serpent. * This being done, 
the Settator of Art hath a Matter altogether hot 
and fiery in which-very rauch of Art is Lwent. This 
prepared Matter refolves it felfinto an Oyl; this 
very Oyl ought to be bronght over the Helm by 
Diltillation, and then rectityed, that it may be 
pureand clear, 


j Of a Snake or Serpent the Nature is fuch if you facken your hold he vafeth 
up,ifyougripe him hard he burfts, the fame Ifear here Therefore the Author calls 
thar a Sirpent, which he mixeth with this Reguluse But it is the Serpent of 


a Stor, or a Stony-Serpent sbecaufe the Salt, as a Snake willingly licks a 
Stent. . 


This Oyl may commodioufly and fecurcly be 
taken inwardly, but with great Prudence and 
Caution, and not oftner then twice or thrice ina_ 
Week,and no moreat one time,then three Drops 
in žij. of Wine, or other Water diftilled from 
Herbs, according to the Exigency of the Difeafe. 
For this Reafon, it isthe Phyfitians part to know 
the Caufes of Difeafes, together with the Complex- 
ion of the Sick, that he may the more fecurely ufe 
his Remedies. 

Thisisa famous Acrimony * containing in it felf 
maty Arcunums but there is no necd to reveal 
all thiags together and at once to unskillful men. 
same Artsare tobe tupprefled, that fome Secrets 
and areais ens may remain proper to tke Philofo- 

pler, 
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pher, who in fearching them out hath daily 
{uftained grievous Toy]. 


P ‘They, who understand of how great utility it is to extratt she Effences from 
Metals, are not ignorant of the Virtues of this (harp Oyle For this és the only 

| Menftruum for this purpofe. How many are they who have fpent their whol 
Life in Chymical Operations, and never could arrive to the knowledge of a 
true Menftruum ? To thee it is here revealed, if Health be your aim, you maj 
Safely ufe it in the Body; if you attempt fomewhat move fublime, and have 
already conceived good hope you {hall compound it, this is the principal help of 
All, for afcending tothe Throne of the Chymical Kingdom. 


But let him, who refolves to tread in my Foot- 
fteps not be weary of Searching, but what I 
have done, let him do, and what I have fo often 
defired, and what with fo earneft Wifhes I have 
fought, Iethim feek. Thefe Principles, which I 
have prefcribed you, are fuffcient for to 
fearch out the End by. Many have failed, yea 
many have been cut off by Death, before they 
could in their Learning attain to the Principles 
only; that is, they were deprived of Life, be- 
fore they could acquire the Magiftery of Art. 
Therefore, I at firft fer forth a Book of Rudi- 
ments, that the Studious follower of Art (who 
in his firft Experiences had need of fo much time ) 
might the fooner attain his defired end, and 
wifhed Scope, and next unto GOD give me 
thanks. 

Moreover, in this Oyl a wonderful Effect is 
Jatent. For if this Oyl be circulated with Cry- 
{tals for fome time, viz. for three Days and 
Nights (the Cryttals betng firit Calcined ) it from 
them extracts a Salt: which being done, the Oyl 

- may again be diftilled off by Retort. Thus you 
will have a Medicine, which admirably breaks 
theStone in the Bladder, and expels it; and alfo 

effects 


138 


Balil Valentine's Ttiuntphant 
effects many other Things,by a certain famous vir- 
tue init. 

_ But that we may alfo fay fomething of the Lead 
of Philofophers, let the curious fearchers of Na- 
ture know,. that between Antimony and common 
Lead, there is a certain near affinity , and they 
hold a ftrict friendfhip each with other. Asa 
Tree cafts out of it’s fide it’s fuperfuous Rofin, 


` which is the Sulphur of that Tree, as the Cherry- 


tree, and other Trees, which give forth fuch 
Gums: there are other kinds of Trees alfo, which 
by reafonof their abundance of Mercury, produce 
and caft forth from themfelves a certain Excrefcen- 
cy, which neither in Form, nor Virtue is in any 
wife like to their Fruit, but hath wholy other 
properties, as in Oaks and Apple-trees is apparent, 
which produce like baftard Fruits, or Monfters : 
So the Earth alfo hath like abortive Fruits, which 
in Separation fromthe pure Metals, are fevered and 
caft out. 

Now;although there is fo ftrict an affinity be- 
tween Antimony, and Saturn ; yet by realon of the 
too much Sulphur, which Antimony hath in it 
felf, it is caft out from it: becaufe its vifcous 
Body (in it’s Nativity) could not come to per- 
fection; and therefore it was conftrained necefla- 
rily to confift among Minerals: becaufe it’s abun- 
dance of hot Sxlphur wasthe Canfe, that hindred 
it’s Mercury, that through defect of Cold. it could 
neither come to Coagulation, nor into a Malleable 
Body. Moreover, | fay, the Lead in Antimony is 
no other, then it’s Reguius, which hath notas yet 
obtained Malleablenefs. And, as above I faid, 
when the Regulus and Steel by Liquefaction are uni- 
ted, and deduced to a Star, there are many, who 
would thence make theantient ftone of Philofo- 
phers, which I before denyed to be poffible. Yet 

what 
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what Medicines may be prepared of it, you have 
already briefly heard; therefore touching them, I 

fhall not add a Word more. nen ai 

But the Reafon, why the’Regulus is calléd and 
accounted Lead, isthis. When that Regulus is 
taken, which Antimony gives forth from. it felf in 
making Glafs, and put into a Crucible wellclofed, 
_ which ¢an refift the fire, with the Salt. of Saturz 
Chaving been firft Cemented with the Salt for three 
hours ) and thefe permitted to melt together,.in a 
Wind Fornace, the * Regulus, when taken out, ‘is 
found to berendred foft, and more ponderous,then 
it was-before. For it receives it’s ponderofity 
from the Spirit of the Salt, which alfo gave it 
foftnefs , b that it’s Body now is compact and 

heavy= gr 


* T not envionfly, as many Chynists do, but affectionately deal with Chirurgr= 
ons : withing that they wouldin their mind, as actording to their faculty they 
may andonght, endeavor to prepare fuch helps, for their miftrably afflided Pa~ 
tients, and fuch Cowspendiums of Sanity, asimay be prepared of this Regulus. 
Would you, have me difcover to you the Myffery? Hear~with pleafure, and ufe 
tt. This Regulus, by the Salt of Saturn rendred Malleable, muft be mixed 
mith equal parts of Mercury condenfed by Saturn, and in a vehement fire 
flisxed, and fo.well mixed. The Matter comes forth, in it’s external Face like 
wato Silver, but in its internal Virtues is more noble,andmore pretious then any 
Silver. But youChyrargeon, fludious of your owen Art, and by Art covetous 
of Glory, deduce that into thin Plates, and externally apply it to Wounds, and 
Malignane Fiftuls’s. So doing, you will be amazed, when yox {hall fee Na- 
ture, helped by this Art, to perform more, in avery fhort time, then you could 
havebkoped for ia a longer time, by fo many ungnents and Plaifters. The Ru- 
flicks (to ufe thererds of Bafilius) will no more deride and upbraid yog, 
Saying, they can effet more with a piece of crude and finking Lard, then a 
are able to do with the laborious Procek of your whole chirurgick Art. 


Therefore I fay,there is not much difference be- 
tween the Signate Star, and Lead of Antimony; 
which notwithftanding are every where diftin- 
guifhed as two divers things. For either of them 
is made of the Glafsof vsimony, and prepared in- 

tO 


K4a 


Bafil Valentine's Triumphant 


tooneandthe fame Medicine, asis already by m 
fufhiciently declared. Here therefore I break o 
my Difcourfe, that 1 may explain what the ftone of 
fire is, after I fhall have declared the Appendix 
which follows. 


GOD grant thy Grate, and open the Hearts 
and Ears of Men unwillizig to hear, and to them 
impart thy Bleffing, that they may acknowledge Thee sn 
thy Ommnipotency, and wonderful Works of Nature, to 
thy Praife, Honor and Glory, and for the Health, So- 
lace, and Confirmation of the Strength of their Neigh- 
bor, and alfo for Reftoring the Sick to their priftine 
Health. Amen. 


THE 


Oz aConclufion you are further to’know, that 
F Antimony may be applyed to many other Ufes, 
then asaboveexprefled ; as to Scripture or Print- 
ing, for which Printers ufc it. Allo under acer- 
tain Conftellation and Concourfe of the Planets, a, 
Mixture of Metals is made with Antimony, of 
which Artifts form Signatures and Characters en- 
dued with fingular Virtues. Of the fame Mix- 
ture alfo ave madeSpeculums, of many and won- 
dertul Afpects and Properties. Alfo Bells and 
other luftruments may be made thereof, of admi- 

able found. Likewilé Images of Men, and many 
wher Fhings *.- l 
But 
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¥ TheVirtues and powers of Antimony which the Author here in this Appendis 
fo lightly-toucheth, and paffeth over, are fo masy and fo various, as indeed the 
bundredth part of them zs not yet known to Mex. Which Igtorance undoubted- 
~ly redounds to the Reproach und Ignominy of our kind; becaufene Men, among 


fo many ather Animals, only ondued with Reafon, and a Faculty of Dif- ` 


— courfing, are burryed with fo great impetuoufnefs,to that wicked and abomina- 
ble Defire of Gain, as fearcely any Man hath leifure to fearch out the wonders, 
which.the Author ef Nature hath infited in bes Creatures. But I am unwilling 
to repeat this Reprchenfion fo often [poken of by Valentine ; Ido only call it to 
mind. This Minerval, in which lies hid fo admirable a Spirit, that by Ex- 
baufting it cannot-be exhanfted, hath alfo Virtues, which by no man fludying 
can be fufficiently known. what I have tryed, out of the way of Chymiftry and 
Medicine, ave few 5 yet Experience batb taught me fo much, as I judge Anti- 
mony ix other things will fhew it felf no lefs admirable, then in Chymifiry and 

` Medicine. 

Yit what I think of ,Charadlers and Signatures, which the Author faith may 
be made under a Concourfe of certain Canflellations, I fhall not here difcover. 
It fufficeth me, that I can fay, that among aH Metals and Mixerals, there is nos 
any Subftance known, which contains fo mach of a Ceeleftial Spirit, and hath fo 
great Sympathy witb the Stars, as Antimony. Weigh this, with all that 1 
have before faid of Antimony, but xot negligently, and Haften ta the Stones 
which is called the Stone of Fire. 


But fince thefe things concern not Medicine, nor 
appertain to my Order, Rule, and Calling, I reft 
well fatisfied in my Vocation, and commend 
them to the Handling of Others, who know them 
better. 


OF 
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ANTIMONY; 


AND 
WhattheStone of FIRE is. 


re f Hen, at a certain time an abun- 

dance of Thoughts (which my 

internal and fervent Prayer to 

GOD fuggefted) had fet me 

Joofeand wholy free from all terrene Bufinefles, I 

purpofed in my felfto attend to Spiritual Infpirati- 

ons, of which we have need, for the more accu- 

rate {crutiny of Nature. Therefore I refolvedto 

make my felf Wings, that I might afcend on high, 

and infpect the {tars * themfelves, as Icarus, and 

his Father Dedalus in times paft did, if credit 
may be given to the Ancient Writings of Poets, 


* Tiis Leave 35 to be given to all, who treat of Sacred Things, Viz. to declara 
thofe Tangs, which they avewilline to difcover (not to the unlearned igno- 
fant Deviders, but only to Men, worthy, and to fuch as fincerely defire, and 


But 
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afpivetothe knowledge of the fame ) in a certain fingular and Parabolical kind 
of Writing. In which our Author as the more to be excufed, becaufe wher he 
comes to the greateft of Mysteries, which be intended to explain in this Book, be 
betakes bimfelf to certain hiding Places of Parables, and with the Heaven e 
Picty, which’ ts wont to cover all things (yea even the moft wicked) he A 
teils his Secrets, as None but Piows and fincere Diftiples of Art can with the 
Beutenz/s of their fight penetrate thefeClouds. Do thou therefore, 


Dum fugit ad Salices, 8 fe cupit ante videri, 


Svith a certain intelectual Luxury Sport with him, he willnot delude Thee. 


But when I foared too near the Sun, my Fea- 
thers with it’s vehement heat were confumed, and 
burnt, I fell headlong into the depth of the Sea: 
yet tome, inthis mycxtream Neceility invoking 
GOD, help was fent from Heaven, which freed 
me from all peril and the prefent Deftruction. For 
aa Angel haftned to my alliftance, who commanded 
the Waters they fhould be fill, andinftanely, in 
that deep Abyfs appeared a moft high Mountain, 
upon which at length I afcended, that I might 
thereon examine, whether (as Menhad affirmed) 
there was any Fricndfhip * and Familiarity be- 
tween Superiors and Inferiors, and whether the 
Superior Stars have acquired power from GO D, 
their Creator, to produce any one Thing like 
themfelves in the Earth. 


¥ There hath bees no Atar, who bad darted his fight but as it were through a 
Lattice, into the Penetyals of Clymnétftry, wha did iver deny this Influence of Su- 
periors upon Inferiogs. Therefore let Bafiltus fo bolily affirming, ‘ei fo often 
openly declaving it to Aln, b2 evedited by thofe, ws, the true Lighh being not 
Jet rifen upantkem, do by feeling without fight practice Chymifiry. 


And having fearched into Things, I found, that 
whatfoever the Ancient Mafters had fo many Ages 
fince committed to Writing, and delivered to their 
Difciples, who carneftly defired to be the true 

Imitators 


‘Charlot of ‘Antimony. 


Imitators ofthem, was (as! may fay) more true 
than Truth it felf'Wherefore,as is fit, | give prayfe 
and thanksto my Lord and Heavenly Father, for 
his incomprehenfible Works. 

In very deed (that I may expound the matter in 
few Words ) I foundall Things, which are genera- 
ted in the Bowels of Mountains, to be infufed from 
the Superior Stars, and take their beginning from 
them, in the form of an aqueous Cloud, Fume or 
Vapour , which for avery long time fed and 
nourifhed by the Stars, is at length educted toa 
tangible form by the Elements. Moreover, this 
Vapor is dryed, that the Watrinefs may lofe its 
Dominion, and the Fire next, by help of the Air, 
retainthe Ruling Power. Of Water Fire,and of 
Fire and Air Earth is produced: which not- 
withftanding are found inall things confifting of 
Body, before the Separationof them. Therefore 
this, vz. Water is the firft Matter * ofallthings, 
which by the Drynefs of Fire and Air is for- 
med into Earth. 
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* This?s anold Song, this is the Sum of Art; from this Imitation of Nature 
zs found the lefjer Stoze of Five, from this it is made, wbenfoever it is prepared, 
from the Same alfo the great Philofopbich Stone derives its Original. This is 
the water of Anaxagoras, the Fire of Empedocles, and Ariftotle’s firs Matter, 
of which all things have been, and to this Day are made. tPich is clearly evi- 
dent in the Nutrition of Man, the Growth of aTvee, and in the G.neration of 
Metalls, For that, which conftitutes Flefh, Woods, and Metalls, is not tagen 
from Food,Rain or Earth, but is infufed into them from elfwhere. That very 
Thing is the Aliment, which nourifheth all things, but that it may befovarioufy 
fpecificate, it mufi be feparated frow that Body, in which it dwells, and be joy- 


ned to another ; which by the Chymical Art is performed. 


But now fince my Intention is to defcribe the 
Stoneof Fire, how it is made of Aztimony together 
with the Procefs of its Preparation, which not 
only heals Men, -but Metalls alfo particularly 5 it 
will be neceflary-beforeall Things, to {peak ee 

; A what 
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whatofthefe following Heads. What properly 
the Stone of Fire is; what is its Minera; whether 
a Stone can be made without Matter or no; what 
isthe extreme difference of Stones, and how many 
Species of them are found, and laftly of their ufe. 

In this my purpofe, I pray, O Spirit of Heaven 
illuminate me, that I may give a true and fyncere 
Jnftruction, viZ. according as is fit for me, and 
the matter it felf permits. Indeed I have hopes of 
Eternal Abfolution from this my Supream confef- 
for, who from Eternity poffeffeth the Throne of 
Afercy, and will give Teftimony of all Things, 
when the Decretory Sentence {hall be pronounced 
upon all Men,in the laft Fudzement, without any 
appeal, 


Therefore firft know and confider, that the 


“True Tincture of Axtimony, which is the Medicine 


of Menand Metalls, is not made of crude and mel- 
ted Antimony;as itis fold by Merchants and Apo- 
thecaries ; but extracted fromthe Minera, as it is 
takenout of the Mountains, and before it is for- 
med intoGlafs. But how that Extraction fhould 
be made, is the principal Work in which the whole 
Artconfifts: Health and Riches attend him, who 
rightly attainsto that. But, my Reader, you muft 
diligently mind this, viz. that the Tincture of 
Antimony prepared fixed and folid, or the Stone of 
Fire( as] name it )is acertain pure, penetrative 
fpiritual and fiery Effence, which is reduced into a 
coagulated Matter, like the Salamander, which in 
Fire is not confumed, but purified and confer- 
ved. 

Yet theStone ofFire tingeth not univerfally,as 
the Stone * of Philofophers, which is made of the 


\ EflenceofGolditfelf. To thisno fuch power is 


given, asthat it fhould perform fuch things, but it 
tingeth particularly, viz, Silver into ait 
alfa 
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alfo and Lead; but Mars and Venus it toucheth 
not, nor do they yield more, then from them by 
Separation may be effected. 


-* As much as Heaven is elevated above the Earth, fo much doth the true Stone 
of Phélofophers differ from this Stone of Fire. I my felf do candidly confe/s, that 
although I have found thés, yet Iam very far diftant from the other. And this, 
whatfoever it is, Lown to bereceéved from the wifdome of Bafilius. Do youtake 
heed you be not deluded by your own phantafie, and that others deceive you 
Rit. 


Moreover, one part of it cantinge no more, then 
five partsof Metall, foas to periift inthe Tryal of 
Saturn and sAatimony, whereas, on the contrary, 
the Great Stone of Philofophers can tranfmute to 
infinity. Alfo in augmentation it cannot be fò 
far exalted; yet the Gold is pure and folid. 

The Minera, out Of which this Stoné or 
Tincture is made, is no other then (as 1 above 
mentioned ) the very Earth of Antimony , from 
which, I fay, it is made: but how or with what 
Virtue, force, and power it is endued, you fhall 
hear anon. 
| Let the Reader confider, that there are many 
kinds of Stones found,which tinge particularly;but 
all fixed Pouders, which tinge, I here fignify by the 
name of Stones; yet one tingeth more highly then 
another, as efpecially the Stone of Philofophers, 
which obtains the principal place; the next is the 
Tincture of Sol; and of Luna, &c. Fox the 
White: after thefe, the Tincture of Witriol or Fe- 
nus; ikewife the Tincture of Mars, either of 
whichhath in it felf the Tincture of Sol, when re- 
` duced to Fixation. Next to thefe follow the 
Tinctures of Fupiter and Saturn for Coagulation of 
Mercury, and laftly, the Tincture of Mercury it 
felf. This isthe difference and multiplicity of 
Stonesand Tinctures, all bich notwith{tanding 
: 2 are 
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arepenerated from Seed, and from one original 
Matrixfrom which the true Univerfal Stone pro- 
ceeds, but out of thefe no other Metallick Tincture 
-3istobe found. But all other Things, by what 
name foever called, all Stones ( whether pretious 
or compion ) I touch not now, nor have | any In. 
tention to'write or {peak any thing of themat this 
' time; becaufe they contain in themfelves noo- 
ther Virtues , then what appertain to Medicine. 
Nor fhall l here make mention of Avimal or Vege- 
table Stones; becaufe theyare only conducent to 
Medicine, but for Metallick Works unprofitable 
and voyd ofall Virtue. Yet all the Virtues of all 
Things, Mineral, Animal and Vegetable, collected 
into:oné, are found inthe Stone of Philofophers. 
Salts are endued with no tinging Virtue, but 
dré onely Keys * for the Preparation of Stones; 
otherwife of themfelves they effect nothing. 


* Salts, as herve is rightly faid, ave Keyes; they oven the Chet wherein the 
Treafure lyes. . But you muft be fure to take the tye Key otherwife yos may 
Spoyl the Lock, and not open the Cbefl.tt is not fafe in this Cafe to take Quid for 
Quo,as Apothecaries are wont.You muft have a Philolopnick, Key,and proper Salts 
fit for opening muft be taken. Nor contemn that Diftinétion, whichis intimated, 
between Salts opening, which the Author here calls ( as they are ) Keys, and 
Salts fixing, which enter the Treafure it felf, as is fufficiently manifeft by the 
Tert. 


Yet, asfor Metallick Salts (1 now fpeak tothe 
purpofe if you rightly underftand,what ¢cftinétion 
l put between Mineral Salts ) they are nct ro be 
flightly efteemed, nor to be rejected in Tinctures, 
fince we can in no wife be without theri, ir their 
Compofition, For in them lyes that moft pre: ious 
Treafure, from which every Fixation cerivcs its 
Original. : 

Here fome may ask, and indeed verv prorcrly5 
whether fuch a Stone can be made without iiei 
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I anfwer, No. For every. Thing muft have its 
own Matter; bat not without Diftinétion. Anai- 
mals require their Matter, Vegetables theirs, and 
Mineralls theirs. Only confider and before all 
things obfervethis;, viz. thatno Body can be pro- 
fitable for any Stone, without Fermentation, which 
I find in the end of the Work (I mean as to the 
Preparation ofthe Great Stone) cannot be omit- 
ted, if Iwould convert Metalls with gain ; for al- 
though in the Beginning a Corporal form, and 


corporal Entity, vilibleand tangible istaken; yet. 


from that formal Body muft be extracteda cer- 
tain Spiritual and Celeftial Entity (fhall I callit) 
or Apparency; for I findno other more fit name 
togiveit: which Entity was by the Stars, before 
infufed into that Body, and by the Elements conco- 
cted and made perfect. Yet this Spiritual Entity 
muft again bya lefler Fire, and by the Regimen 
and Direction of the Microcofm, be reduced toa 
tangible, fixed, Solid and inconfumptible Matter. 
But what do IJ, or what do Ifpeak? la& as iff 
were deprived of my Reafon, * in uttering words 
fo openly. Forif I had either Reafon or Judge- 
ment, Ifhould not difcover fo great Things with 
my Tongue, or command my hand to proceed in 


writing them. 


* Art theu wellin thy wits, Bafilius, who does thus proftitude the Arcanum 
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of the Stone, which hath unto this day been fo diligently abfconded by all Philofo- 
phers? Surely, if thou hadfi nor laboured with I know not what Intemperance of 


Mind, thou wouldest have clofed thy Lips, and not have fo clearly opened, what 
it is is tofeparate the Pure from the Impure, what to render the fixed volatile, 
and again to fix that; how the Inferior becomes Superior, and that again plan- 
ged into the Deep Abyffe, from which it had afcended. Todifcover fo many 


My tcries, in fofew words, as here thou doest, affuredly if it be not Madnefs, it 


is a certain verygreat benevolence to Pofferity. 


This isthat which moved hin. 


Valentine fees to have burned with this Affection, and could not overcome 


» 1 


L 3 


150 Balil Valentine’s Triumphant 


that Inclination of wWell-doing to many,by the Obligation ( impofed on all Philo- 
Sorhers ) of concealing that Secret Myftery of Nature, which bythe Author there- 
ofthat is by Nature naturating with InteKetlual Revelation, is communicated 
aly to the Sons of Art worthy and chofen. The Secret of Secrets hath fallen from 
aa” do thon Reader attend, if you find the Pearl, be not like lop’s | 
Cock. ' S 


All Tinctures of Metalls ought to be feparated, 
asthat they may be moved with a certain princi- 
pal Love and Affection to Metalls,and have apro- 
penfity and defireofunìting themfelves with them, 
and of reducing them to a better State. Will 
youhavean Emblem, or Example? Behold here it 
isof Man and Woman. Ilfthey two be inflamed 
with Mutual Love, neither Delay, nor Reft is ad- 
mitted, until they be united, and their Defire is fa- 
tisfyed : after this Union they reft, and are mul- 
tiplyed, according to the good pleafure of GO D, 
and the promife of his Blefling. 

Man lives obnoxious to many and perillous 
Difeafes, fome of which debilitate and confume the 
powers of Nature fo, as the Man can by no Reme- 
diesbe perfectly reftored to Health and his former 
Strength. But Love is adifeafe, with which no 
other Difeafe may be compared, which is not hea- ‘ 
Jed unlefs by Production of its own like, which ei- 
ther Sex defireth, and that Defire is not fatisfied, 
unlefs by fulfilling this will of the enkindled affect- 
ion. How many Teftimonies of this violence, 
waich isin Love, are daily found? for it not only 
infames the Younger Sort, but it fo exagitates 
{fome Perfons far gon in years, as through the búi- 
ning Heat thereof, they are almoft mad. Natu- 
ral Difeafes are for the moft part governed by the 
Complexion of Man, and therefore invade fome 
more fiercely, others more gently, but Love, 
without diftinction of poof or rich, young or old, 
fiezeth All, and having feized fo blinds a: as 

Or- 
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_ forgetting all Rules of Reafon, they neither {ee or 
fear any Snare. Peculiar Members are infected 
with the Singular Symptomes of other Difeafes, 
all the other parts remaining found and free from 
that Dołour. Whom Love infects, it invadesall 
over, penetrates the Body and its whole Subftance, 
Form, and Effence, and leaves nothing unoffended. 
For taking place in the Heart there it kindlesa 
Fire.the burning heat of which is diffufed through 
the Veins, Arteries, and all the Members of the 
Body, and in a word I fay, where Love once hath 
fixed its Root, the man isfo deprived of all fenfe, 
reafon and underftanding, as he forgets al! things, 
feriovfly minds nothing ; he is unmindful of 
G O Dand his Law,his promifes and threats he lit- 
tleregards, thetorments of Hell and rewards of 
Eternal Life he contemns. Ifpeak of inordinate 
and unlawful Love, to which,if a man be once ad- 
dicted, he adheres fo pertinacioufly, as nothing 
can reclaim, nothing canreftrain him; he forgets 
his Duty, Calling and Condition; derides all ad- 
monition, defpiferh che Counfels of Parents, Supe- 
riors, and others who with him weil; briefly I fay, 
heis fo blind with Love, as he cannot fee his own 
Mifery; fo deaf,ashe cannot hear thofe, who by 
their faithful Advice, endeavour to turn and avert 
from him, the dammage and evil, which would be- 
fallhim. Love leaves nothing intire, or found in 
the Man; itimpedes his Sleep, he cannot reft ei- 
ther Night or Day; ittakes off his Appetite, that 
he hath no difpofition either to Meat or Drink, by 
reafon of the continual Torments of his Heart and 
Mind. It deprives him of all Providence; hence 
heneglects his Affairs, Vocation,and Bufinefs, he 
minds neither Labour, Study nor Prayer; cafts 
away all thoughts ofany Thing but the Body belo- 
ved; this is his ftudy, pis his moft vain Occupa- 


151 


4 tion. - 


15 


Bafil Valentine's Triumphant 

tion: If to Lovers the Succefs be not anfwerable 
to their With, or fo foon and profperonfly as they 
defire, how many Melancholies hence arife, with 
griefs and fadnefles , with which they pine away ° 
and wax fó lcan,as they have {carcely any Flefh clea- 
ving to the Bones; yea, at length they loofe the 
Life it felf.as may be proved by many Examples! 
For fuch Men (which isan horrible thing to think 
of ) flight and neglect all perils and detriments, 
both of the Body and Life, and of the Soul and 
Eternal Salvation. 

But of thefe enough; for it becomes not a Re- 
ligions Manto infift too long upon thefe Cogitati- 
ons, or to give place to fuch a flame in his heart. 
Hitherto (without Boafting I {peak it) {have 
throughout the whole courle of my Life kept my 
felf fate and free from it, and I pray and invoke 
GO D to vouchfafe me his Grace, that 1 may keep 
holy and inviolate the Faith, which I have Sworn, 
and live contented with my Spiritual Spoufe, the 
Holy Catholick Church. For no other Reafon 
have J alleaged thefe, then that l might exprefs the 
Love, with which all Tinctures ought to be mo- 
ved toward Metalls, if ever they be admitted by 
them into true Friendfhip, and by Love, which pe- 
netrates the inmoft parts, be converted into a bet- 
ter State. 

Now Ict us proceed to the Preparation of the 
Stone, and leave its nfe to the Clofe of this Dif 
courfe. This Stone is of a penetrable and fery 
Nature, is cocted and brought to Maturity by fire, 
no otherwile, then all other Things , which are 
found in this Orb; which notwithitanding as they 
are of a divers Natre , fo they in divers man- 
ners obtain that, according as the Nature of 
Things fiipplics with divers Fires. 

* Thefirft Fire is Cwlcftial, by GOD kindled in 

our 
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our Hearts, by which being inflamed weare moved 
with Love andacertain confidence in andof GO D 
our Creator, of the Moft Holy and Incomprehen- 
fible Trinity and of the Mercy ,Grace of our Saviour 
FESUS CHRIST; which Confidence kin- 
died in Us by Love, never fails, never deferts usin 
our Neceflities, but will mot certainly deliver 
our Souls from everlafting deftruction. The fe- 
cond Fire is Elemental, produced by the Sun, and 
tends to the Ripening of all things in the Macro- 
colin. Thethird Fire is corporal, with which all 


| Foods and Medicines are cocted and prepared, 


} 


Å 


without which Men can neither obtain Health of 
Body, nor fuftentation of Life. Of a fourth Fire 
mention is made in the Sacred Scriptures, viz. 

that, which before the Supream Judgment of G O D 
fhall confume this vifible World : but what Fire is, 
and how it fall operate, that Cif we be wife) we 
muft leave to be judged of by his own Supream 
Majefty. A fifth Fire is alfofpoken of in Holy- 
Writ, viz. Eternal Fire, in which never to have 
end, the Divels fhall never be fet at liberty from 
their Infernal Prifon, and wicked Men, their Com- 
panions, adjudged tothofeEternal Fires, fhall be 
vexed, punifhed and miferably tormented for ever : 
from which | pray the Omnipotent and merciful 
Lord to preferve us. Herel would admonihh all 
and every Creature endued with Reafon, by their 
Prayers to beg that Graceand Mercy fromthe Om- 
nipotent, that they may fo conform their Life to 
the Divine Precepts, andtheirown Duty, as that 
they may efcape this Fire, and it’s Eternal Tor- 
ments. 

= Onur ftone of Fire (which is to be noted) muft 
be cocted and ripened with Corporal Fire in the 
Microcofim, as all other Medicines and Foodsare 
prepared by the fame. For where the great ye 
oe so ; o 
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of the Macrocofm ceafeth from it’s Operation, 
there the Microcofm begins to producea new Ge- 
neration; therefore this Concoction fhould feem 
ftrange to no Man. Corn is augmented and ri- 
pened bythe Elementary Fire of the Macrocofm, 
but by the Corporal Fire of che Microcofin anew 
Coétion and maturation is effected, that man may 
ufe and enjoy that Divine Gift for his titten- 
tation, and by the fame perfect the Laft and 
the Leaft, which is produced of the Firft and the 
Greateft. 

The true Oyl of Antimony, of which the faid 


{tone of Fire is made, is above meafure {weet, and 


from it’s earth is in fuch wife purged and feparated, 
as if a Glafs full of it be expofed tothe Sun, it 
cafts forth varions and wonderful Rays (as if many 
fiery Speculums were there prefent) ref{embling a 
Ruby, andother Colours. Now attend O Lover 
of Artand Truth, and hear what I hall teach. 

Take in the Name of the Lord, of the Atinera 
ef Antimony, which grew after the Rifing of the 
Sun, and Salt Nitre, of each equal Parts, grind 
them fubtilyand mix them; burn them together 


' with a moderate Fire very artificially and warily; 


for inthis the principal Part of the Work confifts. 
Then you will have a matter inclining -to Black- 
nefs. Of this matter make Glafs, grind that Glafs 
to a fubtile Pouder, and extract from it anhigh red 
Tincture with fharp diftilled Vinegar, which is 
made of it’s proper Afizera. Abftract the Vine- 
gar in B. M. and a Pouder * will remain, which 
again extract with Spirit of Wine highly rect 
fyed, then fome feces will be put down, and you 
will have a fair, red, fweet Extraction, whichis of 
great Ufe in Medicine. This isthe pure Sulphur 
of Aatimoxy, which muft be feparated as exactly as 
is poflible. = ie 
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* Take heed, take heed,O Lover of Chymiftry, leeft by this Fire, you burs the 
wings of your Bird, whlch hath now raifed st felj to the top of Mountains. Few 
words ave fufficient to the Intelligent, there is no need to inculcate the fame things 
often, our careful Father Bafilius doth that often enough. 


If of this Extraction you have tb. 3ij. take of the 
Salt of Antimony, as l taught you to prepare it, 
Zili} and onthem pour the Extraction, and circu- 
late them, for a whole Month at leaft, in a Veffet 
well clofed, and the Sålt will unite it felf with the 
Extracted Sulphur. lf Faces be put down, feparate 
them, and again abftract the Spirit of Wine by 
B. M. The Pouder which remains urge with 
vehement Fire, and not without admiration will 
come forth a varicoloured {weet Oyl, grateful, pel- 
lucid and red. Rectify this Oyl againe in B. AL 
So that a fourth part of it may be diftilled,and then 
it is prepared. , 

This Operation being compleated, take living 
* Mercury of Antimony, whichi taught you how 
you fhould make, and pour 


* The word, Our Mercury, which hath fo aften rendred Thee ambiguous, és 
alfo hereto be underftood: for if you take not the true Mercury of Phzlofophers, 
you do nothing. wWhofoever he be, that {hall candidly te you this, be will be ta 
you Pylades, and youto him Oreftes, and nothing will be more pleafant to meis 
Life, then to sayn my felf ta you, as a third Sociate in Friend{hit. 


upon it red Oyl of Vitriol made upon Tron, and 
highly reCtifyed. By Diftillation in Sand remove 
the Phlegm fromthe Aércury, then you will 
have a pretious Precipitate, in Colour fuch, as ne- 
ver was any more grateful to the Sight; and in 
Chronical Difeafes and open Wounds, it may pro- 
fitably be ufed for recovering the priftine Sanity 
For it vehemently dryes up all Symptomatical Hu- 
mors, when¢e Martial-Difeafes proceed; in a 
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the Spirit ofthe Oyl, which remains with the Mer- 
opm conjoyns and unites it felfthereto, pow- 
ully helps. ' 
Take of this precipitate, and of the Superior 
Sweet Oyl of Antimony, equal parts pour thefe 
together into a Phial, which well clofed fet in con- 
venient heat, and the Prficipitate will in time re- — 
folve and fix it felfin the Oyl. Alfo the Phlegm 
by the Fire will be confumed, and what remains 
become aRed, dry, fixedand fluid * Ponder which 
will not in the leaft give forth from it felf any 


Fume. 


CH 
er 


. * Far hence, far hence ye Prophane, and you that are initiated in the Sacred 
Myfteries of Chymifiry keep filence. Let the Këng enter into bis Bed-Chamber, 
that he may confummate bis Marriage. 


O tuatequantisatcollet Gloria rebus, 
Connubio tali! —- 


ret make not toomuch haft to enter, or difturb this Matrimonial Conjunttion, 
let them for many Months delight themfélves with their mutual Embraces, and. 
not go forth, untilfromthety mutual Love they be changed into an Hermaphyo- 
ditick Body, and have produced that Son defied by all, if not a King of Kings, 
yet at leaft a Regulus or Ruler, which delivers his Subjetts from Défeales and 


Neceffity. 


Now my Follower. and Difciple of Arcanums, 

I will {peak after a Prophetick manner. When 
ou have brought your Philofophick Studies (in 
the Method by me prefcribed ) to this end, you 
have the Medicine of Men and Metals, which is 
grateful and Sweet in ufe; without all peril, it is 
penetrative, yet caufeth not Stools, it induceth 
Emendation,andexpellsEvil. Ufèitasisfit;and it 
will yeild you many Commodities,both for health, 
and temporal neceflity, by which means you will 
be freed from want in this World; which isa 


thing of fo great Moment, as no Sacrifice pi 
titude 
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titude can be found fufficient to anfwer this favour 
of GOD fhewed to you. 

Here, O my G O D, Jas aReligious Man am 
troubled in Mind, and know not whether Ido 
wellor ill, whether in * {peaking I have exceeded 
or not reached the due Bounds; whilft I propofe, 
and fhew to every One, as it were, his proper 
Houfe. Do thou, that art a young Follower of 
Art, inquire, fearch and try,asI have done; if you 
attain your End, give greatelt thanks to GO D, 
and after him to me your Mafter. But if you 
turnatide into devious and by-paths, blame your 
felf, not me; forlamnot guilty of your Error. 


* Ony Author judgeth himfelf to have fpoken too much, if you alfo think, the 
(ame, you will rejoyce zn bis Sadnefs. Yetit is firange, that no Man can con- 
tribute a little Light .to this Philofophy, but he prefeatly repents. 


Now I have faid enough, and writ enough, and 

taught fo clearly and openly, and plainly, as 
‘more manifeftly or clearly cannot be done by 

Writing, unlefs fome loft and rafh Man, knowing 
and willingly would caft himfelf into Hell, to be 
there Submerged and Perih: Becaufe, by the 
Creator of all Things we are moft feverely prohi- 
bited further to unlock thefe Myfteries, or to eat 
ofthe Tree which was planted in the midft of Pa- 
radife. Therefore here I will defift, until Others 
fhew, what is here to be done by Me,and what they 
judge isto be omitted, and fay no more of this,but 
pais to ats Ufe. 

Therefore know, that the Ufe confifts in Obfer- 
vation ofthe Perfon and his Complexion, with re- 
lation to what appertains to Humane Health, that 
Nature be not overpowered with two great a Quan- 
tity, or not helped by too {mall. Yet too much 
is not fo-Religioufly to be feared; for it willnot 

ha i readily 
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readily hurt;becaufe it helps to recover the priftine 
Sanity, and fights againft Venom, if any be in 
the Body: ‘This J only add, three or four grains 
of it, given in one onely Dok, are fufficient for 
evpelling every Evil, if taken in Spirit of Wine.“ 
For this Stone or Tincture pafleth through all the 
Members ofthe Body, and contains if it felf the 
Virtuesof many Arcanims. It remedies the Gid- 
dinefs of the Head, and all Difeafes, which havé 
their Original from the Lungs. It cures difficul- 
ty of Breathing, andthé¢Cough; the Leprofy and 
French Difeafe aré amended by it, ina wonderful 
manner. The Peit, Jaundies, Dropfies and all 
kinds of Fevers, are often curedby it, Likewife 
it expells Venom taken. It profits thofe; who 
have drunk a Philtrum or Love-potion: it con- 
firms all the Members, Brain, Head, and allthings 
depending thereon. It helps the Stomach and Li- 
ver; heals all Difeafes, which proceed fromthe 
Reins : ; cleanfeth the impurity ofthe Bloud. Alfo 
this Tincture of Autimony, breaks the Stone of 
the Bladder to Pouder , and expells it, it provokes 
Urine, when ftopped by Flatus’s. It reftoresthe 
vital Spirits, cures Suffocation of the Matrix, makes 
the Menftrues flow if topped, and ftayes them if 
inordinate. It caufeth Fruitfulnefs, and makes the 
Seed found, and avaylable for Generation, both in 
Women and Men. Laftly, this Stone of Fire in- 
wardly taken ( convenient Plaifters being alfo 
outwardly applyed) heals the Cancer, Fiftula’s, 
Rottenefs inthe Bones, and all corroding*Ulcers, 
and whatfoever takes beginning from the Impuri- 
ty ofthe Blood, alfo the Difeafe it felf called Nol 
me tangere. And that Imay comprehend all in few 
Words, this Stone, like a Particular Tin¢ture, is a 
* Remedy againft all Symptomes, which can hap: 
pen to the Humane Body. All which ipia 
W 
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will very clearly demonftrate to you, and open the 
way further to you, if you bea Phyfitian, called by 
GO D to that Office. 


a 


* Fore the Medicinal Virtues art fpoken of at large. For Bafilius fuppo- 
feth Thee not to be defiled with the Filths of Avarice, bet fplendid in the 
Light of Charity,and burning with a Defire of helping thy Neighoour, following 
him difcovering thife Secrets. Now farewel Ò Lover of Chymiftry, and ifthex, 
haft gained any Light, either from the Interpretation of Bafilius, or my Commen- 
tardes, enjoy it, asd comnunicate the fameto the Sons of Art, that Philofophy 


` oppreffzd for fo many Years with the intolerable Yoak of Avarice, may at length 
| bevevived, anda return be of thofetimes of the Egyptians,in which Trifmegittus 
and fo many wife Magi, “Phélofophixed not with empty denominations, but 


with wonderful works. 


In thefe,1 think I have done my part, and writ 
more then fufficiently of Antimony. lf any One 
followes me, he may add his own Experiences to 
thele, that ( with the fingular favour of G O D ) be- 
fore the confummation of the World,the Myfteries 
ofthe moft High may be revealed, to his Glory and 
honour,and the Confervation of health. Having 
finifhed this Difcourfe,l intend for atimeto be filent 
and return to my Monaftery, there to learn Philo- 


‘fophy further, that I may be ableto comment ofo- 


ther Things andas I have already promifed, I fhall 
(GOD willing) write of Vitriol, common Sul- 
phur, and the Loadftone, and open their Principle, 
Powers, Operations and Virtues. 

Let GOD the Lordof Heaven and Earth grant 
tous temporal Health here, and hereafter Eternal Sal- 
uation for the Refrefhment of ovr Souls, inthe Seats of 
Foy and Gladne/s, never to be limited within any Bounds 
of tıme. Amen. 

Thus! concludethis Treatife of Avtimony, and 
all whatfoever i have written of the Red Oyl of 
Antimony, which is made of its Sulphur highly puri- 
fied,and of tiie Sp.sit,whichis prepared of itsSalt. 

Incline 
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incline your Mind to thofe, and with theni compare 
thefe laft, which I have prefcribed you touching 
the Stone of Fire. If you acutely confider them, 
youmay eafily find their Union unto the End, by 
this Compatation. For the Foundation is the 
fame, the Reafon the fame,the Friendfhip the fame, 
by wiuch Health is required, and the Stag long 
fought taken witha pleafant Hunting. 
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Hough the Antient Philofophers have 
written diverfly of this fcience, con- 
cealing under amultitude of names the 
true principles of the Art; yet have 

they not done it but upon important confiderati- 
ons as we fhall hereafter make appear. And though 
they are different intheir expretlions, yet are they 
not any way difcordant one from another, but 
ayming all at one end, and fpeaking of the fame 
thing, they have thoughtfit (above all the reft ) 
to name theproper Azent, by aterm, ftrange, nay 

fometimes contrary to its nature and qualities, 
Know then, my Son, that almighty God toge- 
ther with this Univerfe, created two Stones, that is 
tofay, the White and the Red, both which are ha 
2 aer 
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der one and the fame fubject, and afterwards mul- 
tiplied in fuch abundance,that every one may take 
as much ashe pleafethereof. The matter of them 
1s of fuch akind, that it feems to beamean between 
Metal and Mercury, and is partly fixed and partly 
not fixed, otherwife it could not be a mean be- 
twixt Metalls and Mercury: and this matter isthe 
inftr;ment whereby our defire is accomplifhed, if 
we dobut prepare it. Hence it comes that thofe 
who beftow their endeavours in this Art without 
the faid medium, loofe their labour, but if they are 
acquainted with the Adedium , they fhall find all 
things feafible and fortunate. Know then that 
this Afedium, being aerial, is found among the ce- 
leftial Bodies, and that it is onely there are found 
the Mafculine and Feminine Gender, (to fpeak 
properly ) having a conftant, ftrong, fixed and 
permanent Virtue,ofthe eflence whereof (as I have 
told thee ) Philofophers have exprefled themfelves 
only by Similitudes and Figures. This they did, 
that the fcience might not be difcovered by the 
Ignorant, whichif it fhould once happen, all were 
loft: but that it might be comprehended only by 
thofe patient fouls, and fubtilized underftandings, 
which being fequeftred from the fovlinefs of this 
world, arecleanied from the filth of that terrene 
dunghil of Avarice, whereby the ignorant are 
chained to the earthinefs of this World, which is 
( without this admirable quinteflence ) the recep- 
tacleof poverty; it being certain, that thofe di- 
vine fouls , when they have div’d into Democritus’s 
Fountain, thatis to fay,into the treth of Nature, 
would foon difcover what confufion might happen 
jn all eftates and conditions, if every one could 
make asmuch Gold as he would himfelf. Upon 
this ground was it that they were pleafed to fpeak 
by figures, types, and analogies,that fo they might 
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hot be underftood but by fuch as are difcreet, re- 
ligious, and enlightned by ( divine ) Wifdome. 
All which notwith{tanding, they have left in their 
writings a certain method, way and rule, by the 
afliftance whereof the wife man may comprehend 
whatever they have written moft obfcurely, and 
in time arrive at the knowledge of it, though haply 
wading through fome error, as I have done, praifed 
‘be God for it. And whereas the Vulgar ignorant 
perfon ought to fubmit to thefe reafons, and confe- 
quently adore, what is too great, to enter into his 
Brain, he onthe contrary accufes the Philofophers 
of impofture and impiety, by which means, and the 
{carcity of wife men, the Art fallsinto contempt. 

But for my part, I tell thee, they have always 
exprefled themfelves according to certain Truth, 
though very obfcurely, and fometimes fabuloufly, 
all which I have difcipher’d in this little Treatife,and 
that after fuch a manner that the earneft defirer of 
Science fhall underftand what hath been mytftically 
delivered by the Philofophers. And yet if he pre- 
tend to underftand meand know notthe nature of 
the Elements and things created, as alfo our rich 
Metal, he doth butlofe his Labour: but if he un- 
derftand the Concord and Difcord of Natures, he 
will by God’s afliftance arrive to the reft? Itis 
therefore my fuit to God, that he who fall under- 
ftand the prefent Secret may work tothe glory and 
praifeof the facred Divinity. 

Know then my dear Son, that the ignorant man 
cannot comprehend the fecret of the Art, becaute 
it depends upon the Knowledge of the true Body, 
which is hidden from him. Know then, my Son, 
pureand impure, the clean and unclean Natures, for 
therecannot come from any thing that which it 
hath not. For things, that are not or have not, can- 
not give but their own Nature, make re 
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that which is moft perfect and neareft in kind, 
thou fhalt meet with, and it hall dufice. Avoid 
then that whichis mixr, and takethe fmple, for that 
procecds from the Quinteffence. Note that we 
have two bodiesof very great perfection, full of 
Mercury; Out of thele extract thy Adercury,and of 
that thou fhalt make the Medicine, called by fome 
Quinteffence, which isa Vertue or power that is im- 
peruhable, permanent, and perpetually victorious, 
Hay it is a clear Light, which fheds true goodnefs 
intoevery foul that hath once tafted of it. It is 
the knot and link ofall che Elements, which it con- 
tains in it felf, as being alfo the Spirit which nou- 
rifheth all things, and by the afliftance whereof Na- 
ture works in the Univerfe. It is the force, the 
beginning and end of the whole work, and to lay 
all open to thee ina word, know, thatthe Quinref- 
fenceand the hidden thing of our Stone is nothing 
elfe then our vifcous, celeftial and glorious Sout 
drawn by our Magiftery out of its Mine, which en- 
genders it felf, and that it is not poflible for us to 
make that water by Arc,but Nature alone begets it, 
and that water ts the moft fh irp Vinegar which makes 
Goldto be apure f{pii-t, nay it is that blefi d Nature 
whichengendersall things, which through its pu- 
trefaction ts become aTri-unity, and by reafon of 
its Viridity caufesan appearance of divers colours. 
And Iadviíe thee, my Son, make noaccount of any 
other things, ( as being vain, ) labour only for that 
water, which burns to blackaefs , whitens, diffolves and 
ewgcals, Tt is that which putrefies, and caufes 
germination, and therefore I advife thee, that thou 
wholly imploy thy flf in the decoction of this 
water, and quarrel not at the expence of time, o 
therwife thouthalt have no advantage. Decoctit 
gently by little and little, until it havechanged its 
falfe colour into a perfect, and have a great care x 
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the beginning that thou burn not its Flowers and 
its vivacity,and make not too much haft to come to 
an end of thy work. Shut thy Veflel well, that 
what is within may not breath out,and fo thou mayft 
bring it to fome effect. And note,that to diffolve, 
to calcine, tO tinge, tO whiten, tO renew, tò bath, to | 
wafh,to coagulate,to imbibe, to decott, to fix, to grind, 
todry;andto dijtil, areallone, and fignify no more 
then to concott Nature,until fuch time as it be per- 
fect. Note further that to extract the foul, or 
the fpirit, or the body, is nothing elfe then the 
abovefaid Calcinations, in regard they’ fignify the 
operation of Vem. It is therefore through the 
fire of the extraction’ of the foul that the {pirit 
comes forth gently, underftand me. The fame 
may alfo be faid of the extraction of the foul out of 
the Body, and the reduction of it afterwards upon 
the fame Body, until the whole be drawn toa com- 
mixtion Of all the four Elements. And fo that 
which is below, is like that which is above, and 
confequently thereare made therein two lumina- 
ries, the one fixt the other not, whereof the fix’d 
remains below, and the volatile above, moving it 
felf perpetually,until that which is below,which is 
the male, get upon the female, and ail be fixed, and 
then iflues outan incomparable Luminary. And 
as inthe beginning, there was onely one, foin this 
Matter, all proceeds from one and returns to one, 
which is called a converfion ofthe Elements, and 
to convert the Elements, is as muchas tomake the 
humid dry, and the volatile fixed, that fo that 
which is thick may be made thin, and weaken the 
thing that fixeth the reft, the fixative part of the 
thing remaifiingintire. Thushappens the life and 
death of the Elements, which compofed germinate 
and produce, and fo one thing perf.¢ts another, 
and alts it to oppofe the Fire. 
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Y Son it is neceflary that thou work witt 
M the Mercury of the Philofophers andthe wife, 
which is not the Vudgar, nor hath any thing of the 
Vulgar, but, according to them, is the firjt Matter, 
the Sonl of the World, the cold Element, the bleffed 
Water the Water of the Wife, the Vencmous Water, the 
moft fharp Vinegar. the Mineral Water, the Water of 
celeftial grace, the Virgin Milk, our Mineral and cor- 
poveal Mercury. For this alone perfects both the 
ftones,the White andthe Red. Confider what Geber 
fayes, that our Art confifts not in the multitude of 
feveral things, becanfe the Mercury is butone only 
thing, thatisto fay,oneonly Stone wherein con- 
fifts the whole Magiftery; to which thou halt not 
add any frange thing, fave that in the preparation 
thereof thou fhalt take away from it wkatfoever is 
fupertiuous, by reafon that inthis matter, all things 
requifite to this Artare contained. And therefore 
it is very obfervable that he faies, we muft add no- 
thing that is {trange, fave the Sun and Moon for the 
red and white Tincture,whichare not ftrange [to 


it ]] but areits Ferment, by which the work is ac- 
‘complifhed. Laitly, mark my Son, that thefe Suns 


and Moons are not the fame with the Vulgar Gold 
and Silver, forthat our Suns and Moons are bet- 


‘ger in their nature then the Vulgar Suns and Moons. 


For our Sunsand Moons are in theirnature living, 
andthole ofthe Vulgar are dead in comparifon of 
ours, which are exiftent and permanent in our Stone. 
Whence thou maift obferve that the Mercury 
drawn out of our Bodies, is like the aqueous and 
common Mercury, and for that reafon, enjoyes it 
icl{ and takes pleafure in its like,andis more pled 
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of its company, as it happens in the fimple and 
compound, which thing hath not been difcovered 
by the Philofophers in their Books.And the advan- 
- tage therefore which is in this Art, lies in the Mer- 
cury, Sun and Moon, Dicmedes faith, make ufe cf 
fuch a matter as to which thou muft not introduce 
any ftrange thing, neither pouder nor water, for 
that feveral things donotimprove our Stone, and 
thereby he fufhiciently inftructs him, who under- 
ftands him, that the tincture of our Stone is not 
drawn from any thing but the Mercury of the Phi- 
lofophers; which is their principle,their root,and 
their great Tree, fprouting forth into boughs and 
branches. 


The firft Operation, 
SUBLIMATION: 


T isnot Vulgar but Philofophical whereby we 
I take away fromthe Stone whatever is fuper- 
fluous,which, in effect isnothing elfe, but the ele- 
-vation of the not-fixed part by fume and vapor, for 
the fixed part fhould remain in the bottom, nor 
would we that one fhould be feparated from the 
other, but that they remainand be fixed together. 
Know alfothathe, who fhall fublime our Philofo- 
‘phical Mercury ( wherein is all the yertueof our - 
Stone ) asit oughtto be done, hall perfect the Ma- 
giftery. This gave Geber reafon to fay that al! 
perfection confiftsin Sublimation,and in this Subli- 
mation all other operations, that is to fay, Dijtilla- 
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tion; Affation, Deftruttion, Coagulation, Putrefaction, 
Caleination, Fixation, Reduttion of the White and Red 
Tinttures, procreated and engendred in one furnace 
and in one Veflel, and this is the ready way to the 
final Confummation, whereof the Philofophers 
have made divers chapters, purpofely to amule the . 
Ignorant. 

Takethen inthe name of the great God, the 
venerable matter of the Philofophers, called the 
ficit Ayleofthe Sages, which contains the above na- 
med Philofophical Mercury, termed, the firft mat- 
ter of the perfect Body, put it into its Veflel, which 
mutt be clear, diaphanous and round, and clofely 
{topped by the Sealof Seals, and make it hot in its 
place, well prepared, with temperate heat, for the 
ipace of a Philofophical Month, keeping it fix weeks 
and two days in the fweat of Sublimation until it be- 
gins to be putrefyed,to ferment, to be coloured 
and to be congealed with its metallick humidity, 
and be fixed fo far, that it do no more afcend in 
aicry fumons fibftance, but remain fixed in the bot- 
tom, turned from what it was, and devefted of all. 
vifcous humidity, putrefyed and black, whichis cal 
led the fable Robe, Night or the Crowes-head. 
Thus when our ftone ts in the vellel, and that: it 
mounts up on high infume, thisis called Sublimate- 
ez, and when it falls down from on high, Di/fillari- 
on, and Defcenfion. When it begins to partici- 
pate of the fumous fubftance, and to be prtrefyed, 
and that by reafon ofthe frequent afcont and de- 
{cent it begins to coagulate, then it is Putrefaciion 
and devouring Sulphur, and laftly through the 
want or privation of the humidity of the radical 
water is wrought Caleimation and Fixation bothat the 
fame time, by deco tion alone, in one onely Vellel, 
as I have already faid. Moreover in this fublima- 
tion is wrought the tzue feparation of the i 
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for in our Sublimation the Elixir is turned from 
Water into a terreftrial Element dry and hot, by 
which operation it is manifeft, that the feparatien 
ofthe four Elementsin out Stoneis not Vulgar but 
Philofephical. Hencealfo isit, that in our Stone 
thereare but two fermal Elements, thatis to fay, 
Earthand Water; but the Earth hath in its grofi- 
nefs, the virtueand drought of Fire, andthe Wa- 
ter contains in it felf the air with its: humidity. 
Thus we have in our Stone vifibly but two elements, 
but effectually there are four. Andby this thou 
maift judge, that the feparation of the four Ele- 
mentsis abfolutely phyfical not vulgar and real, 
fuch as the ignorant daily employ themfelves in. 
Continue therefore its decoction with agentle 
fire, until al the black matter appearing in the fu- 
perficies be quite diffipated by the Magiftery,which 
blacknefs is by the Philofophers called the dark 
mantle of the Stone, which afterwards becoming 
clear is termed the cleanfing water of the earth, or 
rather the Elixir. And note,that the blacknefs which 
appears is a fign of putrefaction. And the begin- 
ning of the diffolution isafign of the conjunction 
ofboth Natures. And this blacknefs appears fome- 
times in forty dayes, more or lels, according to the 
quantity of the matter, and the indultry of the 
Operator, which contributes much to the feparati- 
on of the faid Blacknefs. Now my Son, by the 
grace of God thou art acquainted with one Element 
of our Stone, whichisthe black earth, the Ravens 
head, by fome called the obfcure fhadow , upor 
which earth as upon abafe all the reft is grounded. 
This terreftial and dry Element, is called, Laton, 
the Bull,black Dreces our Metall our Mercury. And 
thus by the privationofthe aduft humidity,which 
1s taken away by Philofophical fublimation, the vo- 
latile is fixed, and the moift ismade dry and earth; 
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nay,according to Geber, there is wroughta change 
of the complexion, as of acold and humid Nature, 
into dry choler; and according to Alphidius, ofa - 
liquid into athick. Whence is apprehended what 
the Philofophers mean when they fay, that the o- 
peration of our Stone is only atranfmutation of 
Nature and a revolution of Elements. Thou feeft 
then how that by this incorporation the humid be- 
comes dry, the volatile fixed, the Spiritual corpo- 
real,the liquid thick, water fire, air earth, and that 
there happens an infallible change in their true 
nature, and a certain circulation of the four Ele- - 
ments, - s 


The fècond Operation, 
DEALBATION. 


T converts our Mercury into the white Stone, 
and that by decoction only. When the earth 

is feparated from its water, then muft the Veilel be 
fet on the Afhes, as is ufual in a diftilling furnace, 
and the water be diftilled by a gentle fire at the be- 
ginning, fo that the water come fo gently that thou 
mayft diftinétly number as far as forty names, or 
pronounce fifty fix words, and let this order be ob- 
{erved in all the diftillations of the black carth, and 
that which isin the bottom of the Veflel, thatis,the 
Feces remaining to be imbibed, with the new water, 
will be diflolved, which water will contain three or 
four parts more then thofe Faces,that fo all may be 
diffolved and converted into Mercury and Argent 
vive, I tellthee that this muft be done fo kena 
p there 
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there hall remain nothing but the Murc. For this 
diftillation there is no timelimited, but it isdone 
fooner or later according to the greater or leffer 
quantity of the water, proportionablyito thefquan- 
tity ofthe fire. Then takethe earth which thow 
fhalt have referved in a Veflel of Glafs, with its 
diftilled water, and with a foft and gentle fire, fuch 
as was that of Diftillation, or purification, or ra- 
ther one fomewhat ftronger, continue it, till fuch 
time as the earth be dry and white, and by reafon of 
its drought,drunk up all its water. Thisdone,put 
to it fome of the abovefaid water, and fo, as at the 
beginning,continue on the fame decoction, until that 
earth is become abfolutely white, cleanfed and 
clear, and have drunk all its water. And note 
that the faid earth will be wafhed from its blacknefs 
by the decoction, as I have faid, becaufe it is eafily 
putrefyed by its own water,and is cleanfed, which 
is the end of the Magiftery, and then be fure to keep 
that white earth very carefully. For that is the 
White Mercury, White Magnefia, Foliated earth, 
Then take this white earthrectified as abovefaid, 
and put it into its veffel upon the afhes, toa fire of 
Sublimation, and let it have a very {trong fire until 
all the coagulated water,which is within,come into ` 
the Alembick, andthe earth remain in the bottom 
well calcined: then haft thou the earth, the water, 
andthe air, and thoughthe earth have in it the 
nature of thefire, yetis itnot apparent in effect, as 
thou fhalt fee, when bya greater decoction thou 
fhalt make it become red; fo that then thou fhalt 
manifeitly {ce the fire in appearance, and fuch muft 
be the proceeding in order to Fermentation of the 
white earth, that the dead body may be animated 
and enlivened, and its vertue be multiplyed to in- 
finity. But note,that the Ferment cannot enter in- 
to the dead body, but by the means of the water, 
which 
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which hath made a contract and.a marriage between 
the Ferment andthe whiteearth. And know that 
in all Fermentation the weight is to be confidered, 
that fo the quantity of the volatile exceed not the 
fixed,and that the marriage pafs away in fume. For, 
as Senior fayes, if thou convert not the earth into 
water, and the water into fire, there cannot bea 
conjunction of the fpirit and body. To do this 
take a Lamenor plate red hot and caft on it a drop 
of our Medicine, which penetrating, it fhall be ofa 
perfect colour, and will bea fign of perfection. 
If it happen it donot tinge,reiterate the diflolution 
and coagulation, until it do tinge and penetrate. 
And note, that feven imbibitions, at the moft, are 
fufficient, and fiveat the Icaft, that fo the matter 
may be liquifyed, and without fmoak, and then the 
Matter is perfect as to whitene{s, for as much as 
the matter fometimes requiresa longer time to be 
fixed,and fometimes isdone ina fhorter, according 
to the quantity of the Medicine. And note that 
our Medicine from the creation of our Mercury 
requires the term of feven monthsto compafs the 
whitenefs, and,to arrive at therednefs, five; which 


put together, make twelve. 


Of the third Operation, 
RUBIFICATION. 


wAke of the white Medicine, as much as thou 


wilt, and put it with its Glafs upon the hot 
afhes, tillit becomes as dry as the afhes. Then 
putto it fome water of the Sun, which isi 
ept 
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kept purpofely for thatend, and continue the fire | 
to rhe jecond degree, until it become dry, then put { 
to it again fome of the abovefaid water, and {o fuc- 
ceflively imbibe and dry, until the matter be rubi- 
fied, and fluxible as wax, and cover with it the red 
| Lamen, as hath been faid, and the matter fhall be 
perfect as to rednefs. But notethatat every time, 
_ thouneed{t put no more of the water of the Sun 
then is barely neceflary to cover the body, and this 
isdone that the Elixir fink aot and be drowned, 
and fo the fire muft be continued unto deficcation, 
and then muft there be made a fecond imbibition, 
and fo proceed in order to the perfection of the 
Medicine, that isto fay, until theforce of the di- 
eftion of the fireconvert it into avery red pou- 
der, whichis the true Hyle of the Philofophers, the 
bloody Stone, the purple red Coral, the pretious 
R uby,red Mercury and the red Tincture. 


PROJECTION. 


43 oftner thou fhalt diffolve and coagulate it, 
. ° the more will the Vertue of it be multiplyed 
toinfinity. Butnote thatthe medicine is multi- 
plyed later by Solztion, then by Fermentation. 
Wherefore the thing diffolved operates not well, if 
it be not before fixed in its ferment. Neverthelefs 
the multiplication of the Medicine by folution 
#$ more abondant then that of the Ferment, by rea- 
fon there is more fubrilization. Yet I advife | 
thee thatinthe multiplication thou put ove part 
ofthe work upon four of the other, and “in afhort 
time there wall be made a pouder, all Ferment, 
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The Epilogue according to 
HERMES. 


a os art thou to feparate the earth fromthe fire, 
thegrofs from the fubtil gently, with great 
Judgment, that is to fay, feparate the parts that 
are united to the Furnace, by the diflolution and fe- 
paration of the parts, as the earth from the fire, 
the fubtile from the grofs, @c. that isto fay, the 
more pure fubftance of the ftone, until thou haft 
got it clean, and free from all {pots or filth. And 
when he faith, it afcends from the earth up into Heaven 
and returns again into the earth, there is no more to 
be underftood by it then the Sublimation ofthe Bo- 
dies. Further, to explain what diftillation is, he 
fayes the Wind carryes it inits belly that is, when the 
water is diftilled by the Alembick, where it firft 
afcends by a wind full of Fume and Vapour,and af- 
terwards returns to the bottom of the Veflel in 
water again.When he would alfo exprefs the conge- 
lation ofthe matter, he fayes, Its force is abfolute, if 
it be turned into earth, that isto fay, be converted by 
decoction. And to makea general demontftration 
ofall hath been faid, he fayes, Zr fhall reveive both 
the inferior and fuperior force, that is to fay, that of 
the Elements, for asmuch as, ifthe Medicine re- 
ceive the force of the lighter parts, that is to 
fay, airand fire, it fhall alfo receive that of the 
more grave and weighty parts, changing it {elf into 
water and carth, tothe end, that the Matters be- 
ing thus perpetually joined together, may have 
permanence, durance, conftancy, and ftability. 
Glory be to God. 
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